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Preface to the English edition

Some preliminary remarks are necessary to ensure the correct use and better under-
standing of the English translation of the German edition published in March 2013.
The use of quotation marks (“ ”) denotes a quote taken from a published source or a
citation from a scholarly work, for which a footnote indicating that source will always
be given. Quotation marks will also be used for specific National Socialist expressions
and jargon. In as far as these terms are already widely understood in (American)
English, they will be printed in normal script, otherwise in italics. Furthermore, all
quotes from unpublished primary sources will be italicized.

All quotations, be they from scholarly works or from unpublished texts, have been
translated into English, even though the original texts were, as a rule, in German!

The term “Academy of Sciences” as the translation for “Akademie der Wissen-
schaften” appears frequently in the text. The editors are aware of the fact that the
English term “sciences” is generally used to denote the natural sciences only, whereas
the German term “Wissenschaften also includes the “Humanities and Social
Sciences.” However, since the (albeit inadequate) English designation “Austrian
Academy of Sciences” is well established for the “Osterreichische Akademie der
Wissenschaften,” this has been adopted in the present volume.

The translation “full member” for “wirkliches Mitglied” and “ordinary member”
for “ordentliches Mitglied” is ambivalent insofar as both the two German terms and
the two English terms can be used synonymously. Their difference lies only in that
with the so-called “Vorldufige Satzung” (Provisional Statutes) of July 1938, the term
“ordinary member,” then in force in the German Reich, was adopted in favor the
Austrian term “full member® used until that point. With the reinstitution of the
Academy Statutes of 1922/1925, the term “full member” was once again used in
Vienna from 1945 on.

For the translation of specific National Socialist terminology, Robert A. Michael
and Karin Doerr’s Nazi-Deutsch. An English lexicon of the language of the Third Reich
= Nazi German (Westport/Conn., 2002) was consulted.

The editors would like to thank Nick Somers and Cynthia Peck-Kubaczek for the
translation as well as Joanna White for copy-editing.

The Editors






Preface

The “Anschluss” of Austria with the National Socialist German Reich in March 1938
signified a profound break for the Academy of Sciences in Vienna. On 18 March
1938 the longtime Academy President Oswald Redlich resigned; on recommenda-
tion of the remaining members of the Presiding Committee, the Academy General
Assembly of 25 March requested corresponding Academy member Fritz Knoll to
safeguard “the interests of the regional administration of the Nazi party in Austria with
regard to the Academy of Sciences until the final regulation of the Academy Statutes.” The
botanist Knoll was an illegal Nazi and, on 15 March, had become the commissarial
rector of the University of Vienna. “Meritorious” Nazis were immediately appointed
as directors of the Academy institutes. Under the newly elected President Heinrich
Stbik, the Academy of Sciences was “enthusiastically and dutifully at the exclusive
service of the Greater German Volksstaat [people’s State],” as Srbik declared in his
inaugural speech in November 1938. The scholarly activities should stand — as stated
programmatically in the new Statutes — in “the service of the German people.”

With the Nazis’ seizure of power, Academy members and staff members were
forced to leave the Academy for political and “racial” reasons. They were persecuted
and expelled; they died in Nazi concentration camps. Not only were human tragedies
connected to this, but also irretrievable losses for Austrian scholarship. Academy
Organizations like the Institute for Radium Research, the Institute for Experimental
Biology (Vivarium), and the Phonogram Archive lost their key research personnel;
worldwide pioneering research programs and international research collaborations
were broken off.

With the restoration of democracy and the rule of law in 1945, freedom of research
became the maxim of the Academy of Sciences. Regaining the status of a scientific
institution of international standing and emphasizing the Austrian focus of research
were priorities, the latter also reflected in the name being changed to “Austrian
Academy of Sciences” (in 1947).

The year 1945 was not a “zero hour.” In addition to breaks, there were also conti-
nuities in the research institutes as well as the association of scholars. In dealing with
Nazism, the Academy took an ambivalent stance, albeit on a legal basis: In the early
postwar period, the membership of former Nazis was provisionally rubendgestellt, or
held in abeyance. A few years later — pursuant to the Amnesty Law of 1948 — practi-
cally all former Nazi party members, even high-ranking officials, were re-admitted as
members.

It took decades before the Academy dealt more intensively with its history during
the Nazi era. In 1997, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the Academy’s
founding, the publication of the essay by Herbert Matis entitled Zwischen Anpassung
und Widerstand. Die Akademie der Wissenschaften in den Jahren 1938—1945 [Between
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Accommodation and Resistance. The Academy of Sciences in the years 1938—1945]
provided a first critical historiographical account.

In 2013, the Academy is using the 75th anniversary of the “Anschluss” in March
1938 as an occasion to present an exhibition and publish a catalog investigating the
reactions of the Academy to the Nazi power takeover, the Academy’s involvement in
the Nazi domination apparatus, and the impact this had on the postwar period.
Special attention has been devoted to the members and staff of the Academy who
were victims of Nazi persecution. A plaque dedicated to them was unveiled on
11 March 2013 in the main building of the Academy. Their names and biographies
will be made available in a virtual memorial book on the Academy website.

In dealing critically with the history of its own institution, the Academy is con-
sonant with the other Academies of Science in the German-speaking world. And it is
in the very bringing together of recent and ongoing research upon which the exhibi-
tion and catalog are based, as well as in collaborating in research projects at Academies
of Science in Germany, that it becomes clear that a comprehensive scholarly analysis
of the history of the Austrian Academy of Sciences during the twentieth century
remains a desideratum.

Helmut Denk,
President of
the Austrian Academy of Sciences



I. THE “ANSCHLUSS”
AND NAZI RULE






The “Anschluss” and Nazi Rule.
Austria 1938-1945

When on the afternoon of 12 March 1938 Adolf Hitler set off from his home town
of Braunau am Inn and, following the troops of the German army, began his trium-
phal journey through Linz and on to Vienna, hundreds of thousands of Upper Aus-
trians, Lower Austrians, and Viennese cheered him along the main roads. “Flowers
marked the path of the clanking tanks and armored vehicles,” reported the Zimes
correspondent. On 15 March 1938, at Vienna’s Heldenplatz, the “leader and chancel-
lor of the German nation and empire” bombastically announced “the entry” of his
homeland into the German Reich. Again on his “journey through the Ostmark”
from 3 to 9 April, Hitler was greeted by hundreds of thousands in Graz, Klagenfurt,
Innsbruck, Salzburg and Linz — by around 400,000 Styrians in Graz alone. Photos
and films of these events were seen around the world.!

Fig. 1: Hitler’s speech on Viennas Heldenplatz on 15 March 1938

! See Hanisch (1994), Schatten, pp. 337—45; see also Botz (2008), Nationalsozialismus; Schmidl
(1987), Mirz, and Williams (2005), Gau.
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The “Anschluss” had already been preceded by five years of Nazi rule in the Ger-
man Reich. Hitler, as a propaganda speaker for nationalist combat units in Bavaria,
had been bashing the Treaty of Versailles since 1919, as well as drumming up support
for a solidly united “Volksgemeinschaft” [“people’s community”], for the “removal of
the Jews from German society,” and for “national revival.” The electoral successes of
the Nazi Party in 1930, fed primarily by the devastating consequences of the world
economic crisis and mass unemployment, had started Hitler’s triumphal march, and
it continued with the Nazi Party winning a relative majority in the Reichstag for the
first time in the elections on 31 July 1932. How was it possible, Hans-Ulrich Thamer
rightly asks, “for a nation that was highly developed politically, culturally, and techni-
cally to apparently voluntarily submit itself to a one-party rule that had repeatedly
and openly expressed its goals of persecution, extermination, and conquest?” And:
“How could a social and political nobody achieve such an effect?”

Even if Ian Kershaw, Hans-Ulrich Wehler, and Hans-Ulrich Thamer convincingly
clarify this with Max Weber’s concept of charismatic authority, for those born later it
is difficult to understand how a political outsider — talking and gesticulating strangely,
using repeated violent expressions, a power amateur — could become the focal point
of collective fears, desires of salvation, dreams of omnipotence, and hysteria in one of
the world’s leading industrial nations. While on one hand Hitler was a political fanatic
and racist, he was also a calculating realist who could produce the appearance of
rationality and trustworthiness. There is no doubt that he impressed supporters and
opponents with his Manichean views and threatening outbursts of energy. But at the
same time, Hitler’s criminal designs and extermination fantasies, his ideas of racial
purity and world domination were, basically, very far removed from the moral atti-
tudes of most Germans (and Austrians). Nonetheless — as shown by the assassination
of Austrian Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss by Austrian Nazis on 25 July 1934 — the
gap between the Nazi elite and the simple morality of the people could be masked by
extensive measures of deception, suppression, and intimidation.?

The appointment of Hitler as Chancellor was not a “seizure of power,” but a legal
transfer of power from the elderly Reich President Paul von Hindenburg and his
Berlin power cartel. The establishment of a totalitarian Nazi regime only began after
the Reichstag fire in late February and the Ermdchtigungsgesetz [Enabling Act] of
22 March 1933, but by August 1934 it had led to the Nazis exercising comprehensive
control over the state and society. The first anti-Semitic employment bans and boy-
cotts began in April 1933. They were followed at the beginning of May 1933 by the
public burning of “un-German literature,” at which time the “racial” and political
“cleansing” of the universities and academies was also introduced. The experts in

* Thamer (1986), Verfiigung, p. 19. See also Steiner (2011), Triumph, p. 10, and Wildt/Krumeich
(2012), Nationalsozialismus.

3 See Kershaw (1998), Hitler; Kershaw (2000), Hitler; Wehler (2008), Gesellschafisgeschichte;
‘Thamer/Erpel (2010), Hitler, pp. 18-9, and Frevert (2008), Gefiible, p. 31.
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constitutional law Hans Kelsen and Hermann Heller, the economists Emil Lederer
and Moritz Julius Bonn, the sociologist Karl Mannheim, the philosopher Max
Horkheimer, the historian Ernst Kantorowicz, and the Protestant theologian Paul
Tillich were dismissed from their posts; Thomas Mann, Alfred Déblin, and Ricarda
Huch resigned from the Prussian Academy of Arts, and Franz Werfel, Fritz von
Unruh, and Jakob Wassermann were expelled. But more than a few professors, writers
and artists sided with National Socialism: Martin Heidegger and Carl Schmitt,
Gerhart Hauptmann and Heinrich George, Wilhelm Furtwingler and Richard
Strauss, Gustaf Griindgens, Emil Jannings, and Werner Kraus.*

Since not only the Nazi Party and the SS were “working towards the Fiihrer,” but
also the armed forces, the Foreign Ministry, relevant economic sectors, and last but
not least, many workers in the defense industry and highway construction projects,
by the time of the Summer Olympics in 1936 Hitler had already reached a level of
fame that no German chancellor had enjoyed since Bismarck. Of course the terrorist
side of the Nazi regime, which was building concentration camps all over the country
and persecuting, torturing, and murdering people, must not be overlooked. Never-
theless, the Austrian chancellor Kurt Schuschnigg, who actually held legitimist views
but who, under intense political pressure both domestically and internationally and
ruling monocratically, saw himself forced by the 1936 July Agreement to tolerate the
Austrian Nazis and affirm Austria as a culturally “German state.” Many contempo-
raries saw this as a first step towards the “Anschluss.”

Although the idea of an “Anschluss” that had been formed in 1918/19 was still
alive in many German and Austrian professors, teachers, officers, officials, diplomats,
lawyers, doctors, economists, engineers, journalists, and writers, no one foresaw
Hitler announcing on 5 November 1937 to his foreign policy makers and the head of
the Wehrmacht [armed forces] that he was striving to annex Austria and Czechoslova-
kia, possibly already in 1938. Hitler argued that this was necessary to expand the
German “Lebensraum” [living space], increase the security of Germany’s borders, and
to establish twelve new divisions of the army. At the Berghof near Berchtesgaden he
accused Schuschnigg of “treason” against the German people, and demanded amnesty
for arrested Nazis, the appointment of the Viennese lawyer Arthur Seyss-Inquart as
Minister of the Interior, and the integration of the Austrian economic system into the
German. Schuschnigg still wanted to hold a referendum on Austria’s independence
on 13 March, but gave way in the face of SS and SA activities in Vienna and under
the pressure of Berlin’s ultimatum. On the evening of 11 March he announced that
Austria would retreat from violence. To avoid bloodshed, the country’s armed forces
would offer no resistance.

* See Thamer (1986), Verfiibrung, pp. 299-304, and Wehler (2008), Gesellschafisgeschichte,
pp- 600-7.

> See Jedlicka (1977), Juliabkommen.

¢ See Schuschnigg (1946), Requiem, pp. 39-42; Kershaw (2000), Hiter, pp. 119-25, and
Williams (2005), Gau, pp. 88-93.
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Parallel to the takeovers by Austrian Nazis beginning in a number of cities and
provinces, the entry into the country of the Wehrmacht on the morning of 12 March
was cheered on by hundreds of thousands of Austrians. Encouraged by his enthusias-
tic reception in Linz, on the evening of 13 March Hitler signed the “Law on the
Reunification of Austria with the German Reich.” Practically overnight, Austria
became a German province.

Many people had to hide in the first days of the “Anschluss”, especially in Vienna.
Together with the entry of the Wehrmacht, Reichsfiihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler and his
henchmen arrived at the airfield in Aspern and immediately began to arrest not only
followers of the Schuschnigg regime, but also socialists, communists, and Jews. Many
Jews were abused and tortured by the Nazi mob and large numbers of Jewish shops
were looted. Stefan Zweig, who had already emigrated to London, received terrible
news from Vienna: “University professors had to scrub the streets with their bare
hands, religious white-bearded Jews were dragged into the synagogue by jeering boys
and forced to do knee-bends and shout in chorus, ‘Heil Hitler’.””

The Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Theodor Innitzer, assured Hitler of the loy-
alty of Austrian Catholics, while Karl Renner, the Social Democratic chancellor in the
years 1918-1920, endorsed the “Anschluss” in the Neues Wiener Tagblatt. The head of
the Austrian peace delegation in 1919 found the “Anschluss™ a “true compensation
for the humiliation of 1918 and 1919, for Saint-Germain and Versailles.” In fact, on
10 April 1938 more than 99 percent of Austrians voted for the “list of our leader
Adolf Hitler” and the “Anschluss”.® There has been discussion in Austria since that
day about how many Austrians would actually have voted for the “Anschluss” had a
secret referendum been conducted with electoral observers from the League of
Nations. One would certainly have seen quite heterogeneous groups among those
voting against: Jews, who were unquestionably the most threatened, devout Catholics
and officials of the Vaterlindische Front [Fatherland’s Front], monarchists, the core of
the social democratic industrial workers and their representatives, as well as the com-
munists. Together these numbered perhaps a million out of four million eligible
voters. Nonetheless, this would still have resulted in a clear majority of about 75 per-
cent for “Anschluss” with Hitler’s Germany. Thus, we can assume that in March/April
1938, the thinking of a clear majority of Austrians was in line with that of Cardinal
Innitzer and the former chancellor Renner.’

The U.S. international law expert Charles G. Fenwick gave a profound assessment
of the significance of the “Anschluss” for international law and politics: “[...] Today
we witness not a customs treaty between two independent states, not even a confed-
eration of Austria and Germany leaving the national integrity of Austria unpaired,
but the complete assimilation of Austria into Germany. Austria is henceforth to be a

7 Zweig (1970), Welt, p. 458. See also Welzig (2010), Anschluss”.
8 See Neues Wiener Tagblast, 3 April 1938. See also Rauscher (1995), Renner, pp. 297-301.
? See Hanisch (1994), Schatten, pp. 345-7.
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mere province of Germany, the name of the country, whose origins go back to the
tenth century or earlier, is now erased from the annals of international law.”'

The “assimilation” of Austria was particularly beneficial for the Nazi armaments
industry: The Austrian economy delivered iron, lead and zinc ore, magnesite, petro-
leum, timber, milk, butter and cheese; Austria had productive commodity and manu-
facturing industries with a large number of skilled laborers; and the Austrian National
Bank had currency holdings of 460 million Austrian schillings, gold bullion worth
296 million schillings, clearing assets of 150 million schillings, and gold deposits in
the Bank of England worth 80 million schillings. And indeed, Austrian banks and
industries were immediately seized by the Reichsbank, Deutsche Bank, and Dresdner
Bank, as well as by the Reichswerke Hermann Géring, an industrial conglomerate."!

The “Anschluss” not only involved “assimilation,” but it also meant rejection and
expulsion, especially the expulsion of the intelligentsia. Some of Austria’s intellect
only survived in exile: Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalysis, Joseph Schumpeter’s “Theory
of Economic Development,” Friedrich Hayek’s neo-liberalism, Hans Kelsen’s “Pure
Theory of Law”, Ludwig Wittgenstein’s philosophy of language, Otto Neurath’s iso-
type system, Kurt Godel’s mathematical theories, the physics theories of Erwin
Schrodinger and Wolfgang Pauli, Karl Popper’s philosophy of science, and Ernst
Gombrich’s history of art.'” Between 1938 and 1945, twenty-one full and corre-
sponding members had to leave the Academy of Sciences in Vienna: Emil Abel (phys-
ical chemistry), Franz Boas (anthropology), Walther Brecht (German philology),
Ernst Theodor Briicke (physiology), Karl Biihler (philosophy), Victor Moritz Gold-
schmidt (mineralogy), Berthold Hatschek (zoology), Hermann Franz Mark (physical
chemistry), Victor Franz Hess (experimental physics), Alfred Hettner (geography),
August Loehr (numismatics), Hans Horst Meyer (pharmacology), Stefan Meyer
(physics), Eduard Norden (classical philology), Wolfgang Pauli (biological and phys-
ical chemistry), Ernst Peter Pick (pharmacology), Alfred Francis Pfibram (history),
Erwin Schrodinger (theoretical physics), Franz Eduard Suess (geology), Josef
Weninger (anthropology), and Richard Willstitter (chemistry)."

From 1 September 1939, the Wehrmacht, now incorporating large numbers of
Austrian troops — mountain, infantry, and soon also armored divisions — marched
under Hitler’s command: first against Poland, then in the spring of 1940 against
Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and France, in the
spring of 1941 against Yugoslavia and Greece, and from 22 June 1941 against the
Soviet Union. In the course of the war, over 1.3 million men and boys from Austria
served in the Wehrmacht and Waffen-SS, about 220 reached the rank of general, and
247,000 found a violent death in theaters of war across Europe. The names of the

10 See Fenwick (1938), Comment, p. 312.

! See Schausberger (1981), Anschluss, pp. 244-70.
12 See Johnston (2006), Geistesgeschichte, pp. xii—xvii.
1% See Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 27-35.
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dead can be read on thousands of Austrian war memorials. But despite heavy losses at
Stalingrad and on other fronts, and despite the Allies’ Moscow Declaration on the
restoration of Austria, most Austrian soldiers fought until the capitulation, hoping to
return to their native Austria. Austrian officers and soldiers were also involved in war
crimes — especially in Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union.'*

As a result of population policy measures, from April 1938 there was a dispropor-
tionate increase in marriages in Austria, as well as a significant increase in births. This
continued until 1943. Furthermore, National Socialism weakened traditional ties to
family, religion, and social class. From January to November 1938, the Nazi programs
for creating jobs — especially accelerated arms policies — were able to increase the
number of employed persons from about 1.5 to 2.1 million, while in the same period
the number of unemployed fell from 500,000 to less than 150,000. By establishing
and expanding arms factories in Linz, Steyr, St. Valentin, Simmering, Wiener Neu-
stadt, Graz, and Ranshofen, and building hydropower plants in Ybbs-Persenbeug,
Kaprun, Schwabegg, and Lavamiind, the industrial base of the “Ostmark” was greatly
expanded. During the war, the Nazi authorities protected the food industry by intro-
ducing mechanized farming and through the Reichserbhofgesetz [Reich Farm-
Inheritance Law] of 1933 and a debt-relief program. The social policies introduced by
the Nazis included the German social security law, increased wages, and regulated
maternity leave, but also the requirement that everyone work, which in the end
became ‘totaler Arbeitseinsarz” [total work deployment], which increasingly affected
women as well. In addition, during the course of the war, up to 350,000 people
— prisoners of war and concentration camp inmates — were used as forced laborers in
industries and agriculture.”

The Nazi terror system consisted above all of the SS and the police forces (Gestapo,
criminal police, security services), who also built concentration camps in which a
total of 16,493 Austrian resistance fighters were killed. About 100,000 people
perished in Mauthausen concentration camp, built in 1938, above all Poles, Hungar-
ians, Yugoslavs, Italians, Spaniards, and citizens of the Soviet Union and France.
Between 1940 and 1944 about 20,000 people were victims of Nazi euthanasia in
Schloss Hartheim in Upper Austria, and another 10,000 sick prisoners from Dachau
and Mauthausen concentrations camps were murdered there. At least 2,700 Austrian
resistance fighters were sentenced to death by the “Volksgericheshof” [“people’s court”]
and the Vienna Court of Appeals, as were more than 500 Austrian soldiers and officers
by military courts and other military tribunals.'

The first deportations of Austrian Jews to the recently formed Generalgouvernement
[General Government — occupied Polish territories] took place in the autumn of

14 See Germann (2006), “Osterreicher,” and Grischany (2007), Austrians.

15 See Télos (1988), NS-Herrschaft, pp. 28-9, 53, 55-7, 83, 104, 109-10, 131, and Bukey
(2000), Hitler’s Austria, pp. 91-2, 129-30.

16 See Neugebauer (1988), NS-Terrorsystem, pp. 163-83.
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1939 and continued on a massive scale — not only to Theresienstadt, but also to
Auschwitz and other extermination camps — from the fall of 1941. The premeditated
implementation as well as its pan-European dimension of the Shoah, for which the
Hitler regime was exclusively responsible, is still unparalleled in world history. Hitler
had already threatened the extermination of the Jews at the Reichstag in January
1939; on 12 December 1941, a day after declaring war on the United States, he
repeated his threat to senior party leaders, as noted by Joseph Goebbels in his diary:
“Regarding the Jewish question, the Fiihrer is determined to make a clean sweep. He
foretold the Jews that if they caused another world war [sic!], they would experience
their annihilation. This was not just a turn of phrase. The world war is here; the anni-
hilation of the Jews must be the necessary consequence.”"”

In fact, about 5.6 million European Jews were killed in the Shoah. About 65,000
of the approximately 190,000 Jews in Austria were victims of the Nazi extermination
policy. Under strictest secrecy, thousands of SS officers, members of the security ser-
vices, the security police, the Gestapo and the criminal police, concentration camp
guards, policemen, gendarmes, and field policemen were involved in the “Endlisung”
[final solution], as were members of the Wehrmacht, railroad employees, and workers
in the defense industry.'®

Hitler and the Nazi regime were a symbol of an “absolute” political claim to
power; of the principle of dictatorial leadership, including a leader’s cult; of an increas-
ingly militarized “Volksgemeinschaft” [“people’s community”]; of the continued eco-
nomic and social corruption of its own people; of hitherto unforeseen and increas-
ingly radical state repression and use of violence; of an unprecedented manipulation
of the media to control and mobilize the masses; of the exclusion, denunciation, and
persecution of alleged or actual enemies; of the tremendously destructive power of the
biologistic ideology of “racial superiority,” including its two core elements of “elimi-
nating the Jews” and acquiring “Lebensraum” [living space] in the east; of incredible
cynicism in exploiting tensions in international relations; of a brutal war with no
respect for international martial law; and of the ruthless enslavement and extermina-
tion of entire peoples."’

In the end, Hitler’s only legacy was destruction: “No architectural testimony, no
works of art, no political structures or economic models, least of all a moral state — in
short, nothing was left for future generations.”*

Arnold Suppan

7 Quoted in Evans (2010), Reich, p. 331.

'8 See Hilberg (1990), Vernichtung, pp. 1299-300; Kundrus (2010), Holocaust, pp. 130-5, and
Benz (1996), Dimension.

19 See Frei (2007), Broszat, and Kershaw (2011), Ende.

2 Kershaw (2000), Hitler, p. 9. The technical innovations in power plants, motorized vehicles,
tanks, aircraft and rockets developed by German and Austrian scientists and engineers would
have also been accomplished without the Nazi regime.






The initial reactions to the “Anschluss”
in the Academy of Sciences

On 12 March 1938 German Wehrmacht [armed forces] and SS and police units had
marched into Austria and, just one day later, a law was passed “on the Reunification
of Austria with the German Reich”, thus fixing the “Anschluss”. On 15 March, the
Fithrer and Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler gave a highly feted speech on Heldenplatz
in Vienna.

Fig. 2: Oswald Redlich, 1940

At the Academy, President Oswald Redlich declared his resignation on 18 March
1938 at the first General Assembly after the “Anschluss”.! He read his declaration,
dated 16 March and addressed to the Presiding Committee, aloud: Az this moment
when the preparations for the next Academy elections are commencing I see myself com-
pelled to make a decision I have contemplated for some time and to declare that I hereby

1 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 March 1938 (A 932). On the following,
see Graf-Stuhlhofer (1995), Akademie, pp. 1345, as well as Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 10-6.
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step down from my role as President of the Academy. As I lay down the position of Presi-
dent, I would like to thank the honorable gentlemen of the Presiding Committee and all
the honorable members of the Academy for having given me so many years of their trust. It
is the pride of my life that I was allowed to stand at the head of our Academys most excel-
lent body of members. I sincerely wish our Academy of Sciences a happy future; may it
Sflourish and prosper in the newly unified Greater German Reich.* The nearly 80-year-old
historian had presided over the Academy through almost the entire interwar period,
after having succeeded the physicist Victor Lang. At this time the Presiding Commit-
tee was headed by zoologist Karl Grobben, who had temporarily taken over the office
after the death of Vice-President Hans Molisch on 8 December 1937.?> Grobben
addressed a few words of thanks to Redlich, before he too announced his resignation.
A new deputy Vice-President was decided by acclamation. The anatomist Ferdinand
Hochstetter accepted his election and immediately took over the session’s chair, since
the outgoing President had left the meeting.* Hochstetter addressed the attending mem-
bers of the Academy with the following words: 7he Academy of Sciences is subject to the
overwhelming impact of a huge event, the transformation of the independent state of
Austria into a province of the German Reich. The longing of millions of Germans, both
within and beyond our small homeland, for the Greater German Reich has been fulfilled.
We are all awed by the enormity of the historical fact, and, with burning hearts, desire a
happy future for the shared large homeland, of which our native land is henceforth a part.
But full of deep piety we are also all thinking about the glorious history of Austria. Our
treasured academy has served our country for ninety years; at the same time, it has always
been a precious possession of the entire German people and an enricher of German culture.
We are all filled with the conviction that this German task is a great duty with which our
Academy has been charged, also for the future; we want to meet this obligation by expend-
ing our best efforts for the benefit of the people and the Reich.?

Hochstetter then submitted a draft of a telegram to Adolf Hitler, which had been
composed by the Secretary Heinrich Srbik.® It read as follows:

2 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 March 1938 (A 932), Annex I (copy), repro-
duced in Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 11. Redlich’s handwritten text is found in AOAW, Allge-
meine Akten, No. 142/1938.

3 Grobben had only been elected as deputy Vice-President at the General Assembly of 28 Janu-
ary 1938 (A 930), with 41 of 42 votes cast.

4 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 March 1938 (A 932).

5 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 March 1938 (A 932), Annex III, reproduced
in Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 12-3.

6 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 143/1938. The telegram was dispatched the same day.
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10 the Fiibrer and Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler in Berlin!
The Academy of Sciences in Vienna, at the moment the head of the Union of German
Academies, has at its General Assembly of 18 March decided to present its respectful com-
pliments to the leader of the united German people and to pledge him unswerving loyalty
and-unconditionat-obedience. It promises to serve the greater German Peoples Reich, to

which Austria has returned home, with all its intellectual and moral force, and notto
waver never to waver in the work of preserving and improving German culture, to which
it has always been dedicated.

The Academy of Sciences in Vienna

Fig. 3: Draft of the telegram from the Academy to Hitler
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It is unclear when the changes were made to the text;’ in any event the Assembly
minutes only mention that the draft was unanimously approved. The General Assem-
bly ended with the decision to direct copies of this telegram to Education Minister
Oswald Menghin, who was responsible for the Academy, and to the “Official News
Agency” (the name at that time of today’s Austria Press Agency). Furthermore, tele-
grams with greetings were to be sent to all German Academies (Berlin, Gottingen,
Heidelberg, Leipzig, and Munich). The Bavarian Academy of Sciences responded
that it gratefully recalls, in this momentous historical hour, the faithful intellectual defense
that the Vienna Academy had without hesitation afforded its German Reich sisters in the
difficult years after 1918 [and] wishes for it and all of us, in the closest union, doubly
Sfruitful work for the intellectual life of our grear German people.®

At the next General Assembly, which took place on 25 March, it was decided
among other things to request Fritz Knoll to safeguard the interests of the Nazi leader-
ship in Austria at the Academy of Sciences until the final regulation of the Academy Stat-
utes.” It was also decided to postpone the elections and the Ceremonial Session to the
fall, and to set up a committee for the revision of the Statutes.'

The question of the Presidency was now on the agenda. Paragraph 5 of the 1922
By-Laws, which were applicable at that time, simply stated: “Elections shall be effected
by absolute majority.” The Statutes, also dating from 1922, augmented this in para-
graph 8, subparagraph 4 by merely stating that the election of the Presiding Commit-
tee members required the confirmation of the Federal President.!’ But there was no
longer a Federal President. Certainly, the subsequent course of events corresponded
to the requirements of the By-Laws only to a limited degree. The legal historian Moriz
Wlassak suggested proposing the current Secretary Heinrich Srbik to the Federal
Ministry of Education in Vienna as the future President. The proposal was adopted
with 43 of 44 votes cast.'? This was preceded by a letter from the senior member of
the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences, the legal historian Hans Voltelini,
to all the ordinary members of his Section: 7he Reichsstatthalter [Reich Governor
Arthur Seyss-Inquart] and the Minister of Education [Oswald Menghin] have expressed
the intention of appointing the Secretary of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sci-
ences, Professor Heinrich von Srbik, as President of the Academy of Sciences. Prof. Srbik
has, however, stated that he would accept this appointment only on the condition that a

7 The deletions in the text (unswerving and and unconditional obedience) and the change (never to
waver rather than not to waver) were added in ink, the change in the signature in pencil, which
could be an indication that the former were made before the text was presented to the General
Assembly and the latter on the basis of its presentation.

8 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 143/1938.

? AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 March 1938 (A 933). See the essay in this
volume by Klaus Taschwer, “Expelled, burnt, sold, forgotten, and suppressed,” p. 47.

19 See the essay in this volume by Herbert Matis, “The revision of the Statutes,” p. 87.

1 See Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 157. The Statutes and By-Laws of 1922 are printed in the
Almanach for 1923, 73 (1924), pp. 14-21, and pp. 22-46.

12 See AOAW, Minutes of the extraordinary General Assembly of 1 April 1938 (A 934).
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nomination in his favor has come from the side of the Academy. Thus the election of the
President of the Academy must be concluded at the Academy General Assembly on 1 April
of this year."® Wlassak, as longest elected flull] member of the Academy took up this sug-
gestion and proposed Srbik, explaining in an open letter dated 31 March: 7he named
person has dedicated much of his excellent scholarly work to the study of earlier and later
threads that indissolubly linked the German Ostmark with the German Reich. 1o me he
currently seems to be the right man to serve at the head of the Academy. An age-old dream
has become a reality. No one can welcome these events with a more joyful heart than a

Fig. 4: WlassaK’s proposal of Srbik for election as President of the Academy (31 March 1938)

13 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938,” Voltelini to all full members of the Section for Human-
ities and the Social Sciences on 29 March 1938, sent through the Academy Chancellery on
30 March.
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Sudeten German who was raised with national sentiments more than 70 years ago at the
German grammar school in Brno. I cherish the conviction: Mr. von Srbik will guide our
Academy as a warmly sensitive Greater German."*

In the absence of a Federal President, on 2 April the Presiding Committee of the
Academy turned to the Minister of Education Menghin, who had not participated in
the special session — which he, in his capacity as a full member would have been enti-
tled to do — and reported that the Academy had decided to propose Srbik for nomina-
tion as President.” Through this wording, the letter had a slightly different emphasis
than the Statutes would have required: According to the Statutes, the result of a
presidential election could be confirmed only by the Federal President; here however,
a candidate was being proposed. For the Academy, of greater concern than the formu-
lation was fact that in established practice, according to which the post of Academy Presi-
dent alternates between the two Academy Sections, in this case an exception in favor of the
Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences would be taking place, but in later cases,
if practicable, consideration should again be taken of the established practice.'®

The confirmation from the government was slow in coming, because the Ministry
also did not know who was responsible for appointing Srbik as President. After urg-
ing from the side of the Academy, it was declared that the file had come back from
Berlin with the remark that although the confirmation was a matter for the Reichsstart-
halter, that the Reich Minister of the Interior agreed with the vote. Seyss-Inquart
wanted to hand over the certificate of appointment, dated 28 June, in person.”” This
only occurred on 26 September in the rooms of the Reichsstatthalterei [situated in the
former parliament]. After congratulations from Seyss-Inquart, Srbik stated among
other things: It was one of the happiest moments of my life when I was able to tell myself,
in the decisive days of March of this year, that I have done my bit for the intellectual
preparation of the Greater German Reich. This Reich was the passionate longing of my
youth and the silent and strong hope and work of many years of my manhood. The Greater
German Reich has become reality, thanks to the genius of our Fiihrer and the will of the
German people. Let me promise that I will work for the people and the Reich as long my
strength allows it!"®

Stefan Sienell

14 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938.”

15 Ibid. Aktenzahl 157/1938, Presiding Committee to Menghin on 2 April 1938.

16 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938.”

17 See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938,” Junk to Srbik on 29 July 1938. Two days earlier,
Srbik had written to Hans Hirsch, who in the meantime had been elected as Srbik’s successor
as a Secretary of the Academy and was also not yet confirmed: “I dont know whether my
appointment is still being delayed because of political decisions. If it does not go through by
1 September, I will resign.” Kimmerer (1988), Srbik, p. 490, Letter No. 313. Apparently Srbik
was calmed by Junk’s letter.

18 Wiener Zeitung, 27 September 1938, pp. 6—7, where the exact words exchanged between Seyss-
Inquart and Srbik are printed. The appointment document presented to Srbik is held at the
AOAW, Urkundensammlung, No. 10. Illustration on p. 39.



I.1. THE PROTAGONISTS

The Presiding Committee of the Academy
during the Nazi Era

Since the founding of the Academy, the composition of the Presiding Committee has
been based on the principle of balance between the two Sections. It consists of a
President, Vice-President, and two Secretaries, one for each of the Academy’s two
Sections, namely the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences and the Section
for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences. The President and Vice-President are from
different Sections and, until the Statutes were modified in 2010, they were both
Presidents of their Sections. The Secretary of the Section that did not provide the
President acted as Secretary General.

On 16 March 1938, Academy President Oswald Redlich and Karl Grobben,
elected interim Vice-President after the death of Hans Molisch in 1937, both resigned.
According to the Statutes, Grobben should have assumed the Presidency following
Redlich’s resignation, but as he had also resigned, the Academy was faced with a hith-
erto unknown situation of having neither a President nor a Vice-President. The
Presiding Committee consisted merely of the two Secretaries, who continued to exer-
cise their functions.

According to the 1922 Statutes (with the amendment of 1925), in the event of the
death of a member of the Presiding Committee a temporary substitute was to be
chosen until the next election without the need for confirmation by the Federal Pres-
ident, which was normally required. This procedure was applied here: an interim
Vice-President, the 77-year-old anatomist Ferdinand Hochstetter, was chosen by
acclamation, and pursuant to the Statutes he was also to assume the role of the Pres-
ident on a temporary basis. The meetings of the Section for Humanities and the
Social Sciences were chaired as per the Statutes by the most senior member, the
76-year-old jurist and legal historian Hans Voltelini, while the two Secretaries, Egon
Schweidler and Heinrich Srbik, retained their former functions. In this uncertain
situation the Academy seems to have relied on the principle of seniority.

In contrast to generally accepted democratic principles, the Nazis espoused the
“Fithrer principle.” This meant that the authorities in power usually gave important
positions to Party members. As part of the Nazi “Gleichschaltung” [alignment/con-
solidation] in business, science, and associations, commissarial directors were
appointed immediately after the Anschluss”. Already at the Academy General Assem-
bly on 25 March 1938, in which the elections and Ceremonial Session were also
postponed until the fall, corresponding member inland Fritz Knoll, who had recently
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been appointed commissarial rector of the University, was asked by the remaining
members of the Presiding Committee, namely Hochstetter, Schweidler, and Srbik, 7o
safeguard the interests of the regional administration of the Nazi party in Austria at the
Academy of Sciences until the final regulation of the Academy Statutes.' Moreover, in
implementing the “Fiihrer principle,” on 29 March Reichsstatthalter [Reich Gover-
nor] Arthur Seyss-Inquart and Minister of Education Oswald Menghin announced
their intention to appoint Heinrich Srbik, former Secretary of the Section for
Humanities and the Social Sciences, as the new President.” Srbik insisted, however,
that he would accept the appointment only on the basis of a prior election by the
members of the Academy.® The status and tasks of the new Nazi representative in the
Academy were unclear. It was primarily a gesture of acceptance of the new power
relationships, but it was apparent that Knoll’s position would expire once the new
Statutes had been drawn up and a new Academy Presiding Committee had been
established. About a year later, the newly elected President Srbik stated that he would
henceforth exercise the functions of the Nazi representative himself. The Gauleitung

Fig. 5: Heinrich Srbik Fig. 6: Egon Schweidler

! AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 25 March 1938 (A 933). The Presiding Committee
had agreed this three days earlier at its own meeting. See AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the
Presiding Committee of 22 March 1938.

2 See the essay in this volume by Stefan Sienell, “The initial reactions to the Anschluss’ in the
Academy of Sciences,” pp. 24-6.

3 See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938,” No. 157/1938.
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Fig. 7: Ernst Spith Fig. 8: Hans Hirsch

[supreme regional Nazi Party authority] noted this on 9 March 1939, and for its part
the Academy expressed its thanks on 16 March 1939 to Knoll, who had been made
an ordinary member in November 1938.

The election of the new Presiding Committee should in fact have taken place on
the basis of new Statutes and the Academy had established a special commission for
that purpose. However, as the new Statutes were not approved by the Reich Ministry
for Science, Education, and Culture in Berlin until 22 July 1938, the President was
elected at an extraordinary General Assembly on 1 April 1938 on the basis of the
Provisional Statutes. This meant, however, that action had been taken on an uncer-
tain legal basis; there was no longer a Federal President, for example, to confirm the
elected members of the Presiding Committee as provided for in the Academy Law
and Statutes. This legal uncertainty found expression not least in the letter from the
Academy to Federal Minister of Education in Vienna Menghin, which stated merely
that it had resolved ro pur Srbik forward for appointment as President.> Menghin did
not attend the extraordinary General Assembly, although as a full member he was
entitled to do so.

4 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 March 1938 (A 933).
5 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938,” No. 157/1938, of 2 April 1938.
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The Presiding Committee of the Academy during the Nazi Era

Fig. 9: Minutes of the extraordinary General Assembly of 1 April 1938
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In doing so, the Academy was following a motion put forward by legal historian
Moriz Wlassak, former Secretary of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sci-
ences, that the 59-year-old historian Srbik be proposed to the Minister of Education
as future President.® Srbik was elected thereupon by 43 of the 44 votes cast. At the
General Assembly of 20 May 1938, the remaining members of the Presiding Com-
mittee were also elected. The former Secretary General Egon Schweidler became the
new Vice-President. The new Secretary General was the chemist Ernst Spith, and the
Secretary of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences was another histo-
rian, Hans Hirsch, who died, however, in 1940, to be replaced by the specialist in
German language and literature, Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden.”

Fig. 10: Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden

Because of the uncertain legal situation after the “Anschluss”, confirmation of the
elections by the state authorities did not come until later. After Minister of Education
Menghin had announced that he was not the competent authority, the appointment
proposal was sent to Berlin, from where the file was returned with a note that confir-
mation of the proposed President was a matter for Reichsstatthalter Seyss-Inquart in
Vienna. Seyss-Inquart formally confirmed Srbik’s election on 28 June 1938. Since the

6 See AOAW, Minutes of the extraordinary General Assembly of 1 April 1938 (A 934).
7 After Hirsch’s death he was elected deputy Secretary at the Section meeting of 16 October 1940
(C 2623) and formerly confirmed on 13 June 1941.
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Reichsstatthalter wanted to hand over the appointment decree in person but Srbik was
indisposed at the time due to illness, the decree was not presented until 26 Septem-
ber, when a small ceremony was held at the Reichsstatthalterei [the former parlia-
ment]. Seyss-Inquart spoke of the Central European role of the German Ostmark as a
bulwark of the German people in the south-east, while the new President Srbik, who
had joined the Nazi Party in May 1938 and who had been nominated by the Reichsstatt-
halter as a candidate for the Reichstag in Berlin, defined the role of the Academy in
this connection as follows: When speaking of a German cultural mission by this German
tribe and country, the Vienna Academy may claim to have played a most honorable role in
the achievements of many generations and can also say with pride that its activities have
always been designed to further the glory and wellbeing of the pan-German people.®

According to the provisions applicable to German academies, with which the
Vienna Academy had been associated since 1893 in a so-called “Cartel,” members,
including those of the Presiding Committee, were to be appointed by the Reich Min-
ister of Science, Education, and Culture. There were therefore no independent elec-
tions within the Academy but only the possibility of proposing “suitable members,”
who were then appointed by the Reich minister. It seems that in Vienna, the new
situation had not been fully appreciated. The Nazis did not want elections whose
results were then confirmed by the state authorities, but wished to appoint the ofh-
cials in accordance with the Nazi “Fiihrer principle.” If the Reichsstatthalter approved
the election of the new Academy President, it was in some way as the arrogated legal
successor of the Austrian Federal President.

Srbik took up office on 1 October 1938. After approval of the new Statues on
22 July 1938, the other members of the Presiding Committee were definitively
appointed not by the Reichsstatthalter but by the Reich Minister of Science, Educa-
tion, and Culture, effective as of 14 November 1938. At the General Assembly of
16 December 1938, President Srbik announced that the Presiding Committee
members had now been appointed by the Reich Minister of Science, Education, and
Culture.' Thus the Presiding Committee was not complete until late fall 1938.

On 1 February 1940, the Vienna Academy of Sciences was formally assigned to
the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture in Berlin."" Gauleiter [regional
Nazi Party leader] Josef Biirckel, Reich Commissioner for the reunification of Austria
with the German Reich, and the (formerly Austrian) Ministry of Interior and Cul-
tural Affairs were instructed to hand over to the Ministry of Science, Education, and
Culture in Berlin all files in their possession concerning the Academy.'

Herbert Matis

8 Wiener Zeitung, 27 September 1938, p. 6.

? Provisional Statutes, § 8, in: Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 12.

10 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 December 1938 (A 941).

1" See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 9 February 1940 (A 950).

12 See AOAW, Allgemeine Personalakten, Box 2, Folder 9, No. 30/1940 of 31 January 1940.
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Fig. 11: The Presiding Committee at the Ceremonial Session on 23 November 1938
(Spith, Srbik, Schweidler, Hirsch)



Heinrich (von) Srbik (1878-1951)
and the Academy of Sciences

Srbik! is sometimes described as the “greatest,” “most important,” and “most emi-
nent” Austrian historian of the twentieth century.” These superlatives are due, above
all, his monumental 1925 biography Metternich.? This first major portrait, written
with empathy and even sympathy, of the béte noire of previous bourgeois historiogra-
phy not only gave hitherto unknown popularity* to this Vormiirz statesman but also
gave the author himself — just three years after his appointment to the University of
Vienna in 1922 — the status of a mandarin among German-speaking historians, with
great popular appeal and political relevance. Srbik had in fact received his first profes-
sorship (Graz 1912) on the basis of monographs, written mainly on the economic
history of the Austrian hereditary lands and in the tradition of the Institute for Aus-
trian Historical Research (IFOG), an establishment that shunned any reference to the
present day. It was not until 1919 that his first publication with contemporary rele-
vance appeared, which suggested an affinity to Social Democracy.’ His sympathy for
Metternich now made him appear more as a conservative, and Srbik indeed described
himself in the book as a moderate conservative.® This is the source of his later assess-
ment of himself as such, an attitude that, before 1945, was shared both by many

! For details of Srbiks life, see Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, with extensive bibliography. For reasons
of space, this article will reference the relevant pages in the work, which, in turn, will also
encounter additions here. I would like to thank Martin Peters in particular for the critical read-
ing of the manuscript and Stefan Sienell for the outstanding support within the AOAW.

2 See Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 263.

% Srbik (1925), Metternich. It was not before his death that a third volume appeared, published
by his most loyal student, Taras Borodajkewycz, from his papers: Srbik (1954), Metternich.
Mention should also be made of the choice of publishing company, E Bruckmann in Munich,
which also published Houston Stewart Chamberlain’s anti-Semitic second-rate work Die
Grundlagen des neunzehnten Jahrhunderss (Munich, 1899). For the publishers’ relationship to
Hitler, see most recently Bohnenkamp (2010), Egeria, pp. 34-7.

* See Hiibner (1991), Geschichte, sheets 102-16 (particularly 102), and Traska/Lind (2012),
Leopoldi, p. 165.

> Srbik (1919), Revolution. For comments on this essay, see Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 274-6.

¢ Srbik (1925), Metternich, vol. 1, p. 49: The author “makes no secret of his moderate, histori-
cally based conservative conviction.”
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Nazis and also by Carl Friedrich Goerdeler,” one of the 20 July 1944 conspirators,®
and which continued after 1945.°

Fig. 12: Heinrich Srbik

But if conservatism, as Michael Oakeshott defines it, means “to prefer the familiar
to the unknown, the tried to the untried, fact to mystery,”' then it cannot apply to
Srbik, who after 1945 set his hopes on the utopia of an “undogmatic, non-Marxist
orthodox socialism.”"" In the fall of 1898, Srbik joined ‘Gothia’, an association of
German students that idolized Georg Schénerer. The basic acceptance of his proto-
Nazi, anti-Semitic, and anti-Slav doctrine must have produced a strong feeling of
inferiority in Srbik, knowing that his paternal grandfather had started out as a “Czech
farm hand.”"? Throughout his life he thus sought to avoid any sign of being pro-Slav,
as his name might have suggested. Until his death he remained steadfastly convinced

7 Srbik apparently gave differing versions of the year in which Goerdeler visited him in Vienna,
as was his wont in other respects as well. He told the conservative historian, resistance fighter,
and Goerdeler biographer Gerhard Ritter (see Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 314, n. 263) that
it was in 1944, whereas to his historian colleague Wilhelm Bauer he cited the year 1938. See
Bauer (1951), Srbik, p. 358.

8 See Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 312—4.

? See Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 265.

19 Oakeshott (1991), Rationalism, p. 408.

! Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 317. In this context mention should be made of his supervision
of a doctoral thesis in 1940 written by the future left-wing socialist Minister of Justice Christian
Broda, who was notable for his “strict rejection of liberalism and the demand for the (total)
politicization of man.” See Wirth (2011), Broda, pp. 90-1.

12 Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 268-9.
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that the Germans should “lead” the Slav peoples of Central Europe or Zwischeneuropa,
and this brings us to the core of his life’s work, a “pan-German view of history,” as he
himself called it. In principle this was an ideological project and it is clear that with
the help of this ideology, Srbik hoped not only to write another extensive historical
work,'* but to write history itself. He was not merely in favor of a political union of
the German Reich and “German Austria.” Rather a Greater Germany should, accord-
ing to Srbik, incorporate all the German diaspora settlement areas, in other words no
less than the whole of Central Europe and Zwischeneuropa, in order to ensure, in this
way, the aforementioned German “leadership” of the Slav and other non-Germanic
peoples living there. There was a further important element in Srbik’s ideology, the
“rehabilitation” of the Habsburg monarchy. In this context Srbik emphasized in par-
ticular that the Dual Monarchy perpetuated the “universalistic” idea of the Holy
Roman Empire of German nation. From this Srbik inferred the timeless right of
Germans to “lead” Europe, if not the whole world. He consciously accepted® that the
realization of the aims of the “pan-German view of history” would inevitably demand
new “hecatombs of blood sacrifices.”*®

For Austria, realization of the pan-German concept after January 1933 meant
union with the Nazi German Reich. Srbik now stepped up his pan-German propa-
ganda. The first two volumes of Deutsche Einbeit, which appeared in 1935, were
unquestionably intended as a plea for rapid annexation and were understood in Aus-
tria as such. Between 1933 and 1938 Srbik sought, as far as was possible, to promote
the interests of the Nazis in other ways as well. As such, he was evidently perceived in
this period by many Nazis and also by opponents of Nazism as a staunch National
Socialist."”

For Srbik personally, the spring and summer of 1938 must have been euphoric
months. During this time he published a series of exultant articles in various news-
papers and magazines, starting with the Volkischer Beobachter, and even ended his
own private correspondence (until mid-August 1938) with “Heil Hitler!”'®

'3 Which “is defined as the line from Danzig to Trieste and from Riga to Odessa and is character-
ized for us by islands of Germaness [Streudeutschtum].” Stbik (1937 and 1938), Mitteleuropa,
p. 5.

14 Srbik (1935-42), Einbheit.

15 Srbik’s own formulation for an event that he himself evidently regarded as positive. Pesditschek
(2012), Srbik, p. 302.

16 Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 284-90, 300-2.

17 Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 291-7; Ebneth (1976), Wachenschrift, pp. 39, 178-9, 187, 239,
and Oberkofler (1999), Huter, pp. 54-5.

18 See Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 297.
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Fig. 13: Deutsche Einbeit, front page

It was at this time as well that he accepted the “election”” as President of the Acad-
emy of Sciences in Vienna and the “appointment as member of the Greater German

Reichstag by the Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor” (both in April 1938),%° which was
followed by membership of the Nazi Party on 1 May 1938.*'

19 Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 16. Seyss-Inquart and Menghin had originally planned to apply
the “Fiihrer principle” directly to the Academy and to appoint Srbik as President without a
prior election. Srbik, however, insisted on an “election” even though the outcome was naturally
not in question. See the essay in this volume by Stefan Sienell, “The initial reactions to the
‘Anschluss’ in the Academy of Sciences,” pp. 24—6.

2 In his “letter of justification” of 3 September 1945, Srbik writes that “I had been placed on the
election list without my knowledge or will and had only learned of it on the radio. [...] I was
persuaded to become a member of the Reichstag not least in the interests of the Academy of
Sciences, whose welfare I had been entrusted with.” There was an alternative version (also
attributable to Srbik himself) in circulation saying that he had learned of his appointment from
the newspaper. Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 298.

2! “In recognition of his services to German unity, he was given the low membership number
6.104.788.” Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 298. See also the quote in Oberkofler (1999), Huter,
p. 126 (“the conscientiously worn Nazi Party badge”).
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Fig. 14: Document appointing Srbik as Academy President

As President of the Academy, Srbik generally towed the government line. In his
inaugural address at the Ceremonial Session of the Academy in 1942, for example, he
quoted approvingly from a letter apparently written from the front by a student that
a “purely vegetative, hormic” way of life prevailed in the Soviet Union, and a year later
at the same ceremony he called the Russian campaign a “battle of the soul against the
machine, of love against hate.”” Occasionally, however, he also tried to outsmart the
Berlin headquarters, albeit in an inconsequential manner. He did so with the approval
of the other “Ostmark” Nazi Academy members who, like him, became embittered
soon after the “Anschluss” at Berlin’s condescension towards Vienna.” In spite of the
great contribution — in his view — that he had made to the “Anschluss”, Srbik had to

2 Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 309, n. 244. See also Oberkofler (2012), Spiegel und Pleyer,
pp. 167-9.

2 See the essay in this volume by Felicitas Seebacher,
science by all available means,” pp. 141-8.

«c

Increasing the achievements of German
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settle for a token position without any real political influence.?* Because he was not
yet a Party member at this time, he could not exercise the function of Nazi Party
representative of the Academy but had to delegate it” to the botanist Fritz Knoll.*
Reference is made in this regard to paragraph 10 of Srbik’s “letter of justification” of
3 September 1945, his subjective review of his achievements as President of the Acad-
emy.”’

The letter fails to mention an alleged incident, cited in the memoirs® of a gener-
ally uncritical admirer of Srbik as a further example of his “courage” as President of
the Academy, in which “in the first meeting of the Academy after the Anschluss [...]
the Secretary General of the Academy read out an annual report” paying homage to

24 For further details, see Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 3068, 311.

» See most recently Seliger (2010), Scheinparlamentarismus, pp. 565-7, 569-71, and Oberkofler
(2012), Bemerkungen, p. 3. According to Leitner (2010), Christian, passim, Fritz Knoll must
have been a more amenable Nazi than his namesake Kurt Knoll, rector of the Institute of Eco-
nomics and Business Administration and Gaudozentenbundfiihrer | Gau head of the Nazi Asso-
ciation for University Teachers] in Vienna. See also the essay in this volume by Klaus Taschwer,
“The two careers of Fritz Knoll,” pp. 45-52.

26 Massiczek (1978), Situation, p. 225. A short time later, however, Srbik enjoyed “such trust by
the Nazis that he was able to take over from Knoll as the Academy’s Nazi Party representative.”
Oberkofler (1983), Stellungnahmen, p. 120. See also Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 19-20, and
Oberkofler (2012), Bemerkungen, p. 3.

¥ Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 310-1. He writes in his “letter of justification”: “To mention but
a few examples, I supported the award of the Grillparzer Prize to the poet Max Mell against the
objections of Reich Minister Gébbels [sic], parried the attack by the Reich Propaganda Office
against the further publication of the ‘Archive for Austrian History by the Academy, and, as
chairman of the ‘Commission for Modern History of Austria’ [...] prevented its name from
being changed to ‘Commission for the Modern History of the Ostmark.”” As a further example
of “at least modest successes,” he cites “the publication of the work of Abraham a S[ancta]
Clara, saying that in doing so the Academy had honored the great Augustinian hermit and
Altisterreichs [Habsburg Austria’s] heroic era.” Finally, he refers to “an episode lasting six
months until January 1945: the accusation made against me in Vienna to Reich Minister Rust
because I had given a congratulatory letter on behalf of the Academy to the old Archduke
Eugen, last curator and long-term honorary member of the Academy, in honor of his eightieth
birthday. After a hard struggle, I managed to extract from Minister Rust and Reichsleiter
Schirach the written satisfaction due to myself and the Academy.” As concerns Mell, he had
also called for “Anschluss” with Nazi Germany in his writings. He was still applying for Party
membership when he was awarded the Grillparzer Prize. Even after 1945 he was regarded by
most members of the Austrian PE.N. Club as a “Nazi writer” unworthy of being a member of
this literary association; this at least is the tenor of a text published twice from the papers of the
Jewish author Hermann Hakel, who for his part had appreciated Mell: Hakel (1991), Aste,
pp- 68-9 / Hakel (2011), Von denen ich weiss, p. 205. More compromising from a recent point
of view was the election on 27 May 1941 of the staunch Nazi writer Erwin Guido Kolbenheyer
as an honorary member of the Academy, which had been advocated by Srbik in the hope,
directly after the Mell affair, of creating a strong counterweight that would surpass the significance
of the award of the prize to Mell (AOAW, Grillparzer Prize 1941).

8 See Spitzmiiller (1955), Ursach.
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three recently deceased Jewish Academy members.” Srbik did not, however, oppose
the expulsion of “non-Aryan” members.* In spite of his friendly relations with his
fellow-historians of Jewish descent, Hans Rothfels and Friedrich Engel-Janosi, Srbik
had basically held strong anti-Semitic views since his student days, which he also
expressed between 1938 and 1945 in his (more or less) scholarly publications.’!

Also missing from Srbik’s list of achievements as Academy President is his inter-
vention on behalf of Johan Huizinga, described by a number of writers as successful.**
The famous, generally conservative Dutch (cultural) historian had been a persona
ingratissima for the Nazis since the “Von-Leers-incident’ in early 1933% and had been
arrested on 7 August 1942 by the Nazi occupying authorities under the former
Reichsstatthalter [Reich Governor] Seyss-Inquart, who had been Reich Commissioner
for the occupied Netherlands since 29 May 1940, and transported as a hostage to
Sint-Michielsgestel concentration camp. At the instigation of Huizingas friend
Willem Jan Mari van Eysinga,* Srbik wrote two letters to his former compatriot and
comrade-in-arms calling for Huizinga’s release, but in his reply on 2 September
1942, Seyss-Inquart emphatically denied his request®®

# “When I asked Srbik after the meeting how he had managed to do this, he told me that the
Gauleiter [regional Nazi Party leader] had indeed asked him to remove the homage to the three
Jewish scholars, but he had replied that in that case he would not be able to hold the meeting
because a refusal to mention these names would cause international embarrassment for the
Academy.” Ibid., p. 404, quoted in Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 311.

% Except in one case, that of the geologist Franz Eduard Suess. See Matis (1997), Anpassung,
p- 30. See also the essay in this volume by Herbert Matis “Exclusion of members,” pp. 53-9.

3! For details, see Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 302—6; Oberkofler (2012), Spiegel und Pleyer,
p. 213; Reiter (1999), Zerstort, p. 610, and Rupnow (2010), Briiche, pp. 82—4.

32 See Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 56.

3 For details, see most recently Krumm (2011), Huizinga, pp. 201-3.

3 See Huizinga (1991), Briefwisseling III, p. 350 (letter of 16 August to his wife), and van der
Lem (1993), Huizinga, p. 269.

% See Huizinga (1991), Briefwisseling II1, p. 346, nn. 3 and 4. Srbik’s first letter presumably
received no reply.

36 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 27 November 1942 (A 974), and AOAW, PA
Johan Huizinga, Seyss-Inquart to Srbik of 2 September 1942 (part of the letter published in
Dutch translation in van der Lem (1993), Huizinga, p. 271), reproduction given above. Two
days later, on 4 September, Huizinga was declared unfit for the camp (AOAW, PA Johan Huizinga,
Van Eysinga to Stbik on 13 September 1942) and transferred to the hospital in Den Bosch. After
transfer back to the camp he was released on 25 October (nominally) for health reasons. See van
der Lem (1993), Huizinga, pp. 272-3, 290, and also Krumm (2011), Huizinga, pp. 237-8. This
fortunate turn of events is interpreted by a friend of Huizinga as having been due to Srbik’s
intervention; see Jan der Hoeve, chairman of the Dutch Academy of Sciences and former rector
of the University of Leiden, to Srbik on 5 November 1942 (AOAW, PA Johan Huizinga): “As
our common friend Prof. Dr. J. Huizinga has been released, I should like to thank you sincerely
for your contribution to his liberation.” In view of Seyss-Inquart’s reply and the chronology,
however, I believe it highly unlikely that SrbiKs intervention in fact contributed to Huizinga’s
release — which was, nota bene, a banishment from Leiden. See also Strupp (2000), Huizinga,
p. 42, n. 100, who ascribes to him “only a subordinate role,” and Krumm (2011), Huizinga,
p- 238 (“The reason for Huizinga’s release [...] cannot be determined with certainty.”).
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Fig. 15: Letter from Seyss-Inquart to Srbik of 2 September 1942
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In early March 1945 Srbik moved to his second residence in Ehrwald, Tyrol,
transferring “responsibility for the Academy” in his absence to Eduard Pernkopf,?”
rector of the University of Vienna.*® From there he was not to return again to Vienna
for fear of the Red Army “machine.” Although not literally an “illegal” (albeit only in
a formal sense), he was dismissed as an academic teacher and his membership of the
Academy held in abeyance.*” In spring 1948 he was awarded a pension thanks to the
protection offered by the socialist Federal Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer,*
and at the end of 1948 his membership of the Academy was reactivated.”" Officially,
however, Srbik remained persona non grata. At his burial in Ehrwald after a highly
productive — although only in terms of volume — final period of creativity, in which
he expressed no regret whatsoever for his earlier actions, but reproduced his old views
(even if partially concealed),* “neither the Academy of Sciences nor the University of
Vienna nor the government were directly represented.”® By way of reparation, how-
ever, there were no less than three obituaries from within the Academy: one written
by his historian colleague Wilhelm Bauer, also a staunch anti-Semite, in the Academy
Almanach, fully in line with the unwritten laws of this genre,* and also personal
appreciations by two former students, Giinther Hamann and Adam Wandruszka,” in
volume 115 of the Anzeiger der phil.-hist. Klasse of 1979. Here (particularly in
Hamann’s portrait) shines a leading light who shares little more with the dark figure
of the genuine supporter of Nazism that can be reconstructed from the other evi-
dence®® — typifying Albert Miiller’s definition of an “Austro-Nazi” at best* — than a
name and basic biographical details.

Martina Pesditschek

37 See most recently Seliger (2010), Scheinparlamentarismus, pp. 567-71.

38 Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 315.

% He remained a “sought-after consultant in the Academy agenda.” Oberkofler (2012), Bemerkun-
gen, p. 3.

4 See Hobelt (1999), VAU, pp. 17, 56.

41 See Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, p. 315.

2 For details, see Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 315-22. For Srbik’s later activities in support of
his old German national milieu, see Hébelt (1999), VAU, p. 144; Oberkofler (1999), Huter,
pp- 82-3, 87-8, and Oberkofler (2008), Grass, pp. 92-6, 98-9.

# Spitzmiiller (1955), Ursach, p. 405.

“ See Bauer (1951), Srbik; see on this Oberkofler (2012), Bemerkungen, p. 3.

® Hamann (1979), Nachkriegserinnerungen; Wandruszka (1979), Srbik. On Wandruszka, see
Oberkofler (2012), Bemerkungen, S. 7.

4 See Pesditschek (2012), Srbik, pp. 309-10, n. 246.

47 See most recently Leitner (2010), Christian, p. 68; Miiller (1997), Adaptierung, pp. 609-10.






The two careers of Fritz Knoll

How a botanist furthered the Nazi Party’s interests after 1938
— and successfully lived it down after 1945

A long life as an academic often ends with late recognition. Such was the case with
the botanist Fritz Knoll, who died in February 1981 at the age of 97 after having been
a member of the Academy of Sciences for 45 years. In 1965 he was awarded the
“Austrian Cross of Merit for Science and Art 1st Class”, and four years earlier he had
already received the “Rector Memorial Award” from the Academic Senate of the Uni-
versity of Vienna in recognition [of the] honorable and courageous discharge of duties in
difficult times." This was not the only award that Fritz Knoll received for his rectorship
from 1938 to 1943, which was indeed remarkable in many ways. Already in March
1943, the tenured staff of the University of Vienna had allowed themselves zo express
to your Magnificence our deeply felt devotion and gratitude on the occasion of the comple-
tion of your term of office as rector of the National Socialist University of Vienna. |...]
Heil Hitler!*

Fig. 16: Fritz Knoll (1943)

" AOAW;, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 5, Folder 8, document commemorating his term as rector
of the University of Vienna, 1938-43.

2 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 5, Folder 6, letter from the authorities of the University of
Vienna at the end of Knoll’s rectorship, 1943.
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In the long history of the University of Vienna, which was founded in 1365,
Knoll’s five-year term of office was something exceptional. The botanist was the only
rector to be appointed by the political authorities in contravention of the university’s
right to self-government. This also applies to his function as the authorized Nazi Party
representative for the Academy of Sciences, although he held this position for a
shorter period of just under a year. But how did Fritz Knoll become the Magnifizenz
[rector] of one of the largest and oldest universities in Europe? What did he achieve
as Nazi Party representative of the Academy and university rector? And how did he
manage, after 1945, to start a new career at the Academy of Sciences and to receive
such recognition in later life?

While Knoll’s academic career is well documented,’ little study has been made to
date of his political career. He appears to have been an early supporter of German
nationalism. He was a member of the Gothia singing fraternity and member of the
board of the Deutscher Klub,* founded in 1908 as a forum for German national aca-
demics. On 1 July 1933 he joined the NS-Lehrerbund [Nazi Teachers' Union] and
after 1934 he was one of the few university professors to evade mandatory member-
ship of the Vaterlindische Front [Fatherland’s Front].” There is further concrete evi-
dence of Knoll’s Nazi leanings from this time. A report by the secret police to the
regional leadership of the Vazerlindische Front of 7 July 1937 stated that in his depart-
ment there was an insufferably provocative Nazi majority of teachers, students, and staff-
He applied for membership of the Nazi Party in November 1937 and was given the
membership number 6.235.774. Another report from the Nazi era, quoted several
times by Party representatives, states that long before 1938 he came to lectures in
boots and black riding breeches as a way of demonstrating his support for National
Socialism to the students.®

After the “Anschluss” Knoll came into his own. On 15 March the regional Nazi
authorities commissioned him with immediate effect zo safeguard the interests of the
provincial administration of the Nazi party in Austria at the University of Vienna.” It is
not easy to establish why the Nazi Party chose Fritz Knoll of all people. The main
reason could well be that more suitable candidates had been dismissed by the Aus-
tro-Fascists in 1934 — which does not mean that Knoll was not a fervent Nazi. One
of his first tasks was to rid the university “quickly and thoroughly of all professors and
lecturers who were not suitable to teach at a National Socialist university,” as it said

3 For a scholarly biography of Knoll, see Ehrendorfer (1983), Knoll, and Ehrendorfer (1984),
Knoll.

# Knoll mentions both memberships in his application for membership of the Nazi Party, in
OStA-AdR, Gauake Fritz Knoll, BMI/GA 38749.

5 All details taken from Gauake Fritz Knoll, OStA-AdR, BMI/GA 38749.

¢ Ibid. The original report was written by Dozentenbundfiihrer [head of the Nazi Association for
University Teachers] Arthur Marchet.

7 The letter is contained in AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 1, and in his Gauakt in
OStA-AdR.
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in a contemporary report.® He completed this task to perfection. On 23 April 1938
some 252 teachers were removed from the University of Vienna on “racial” or politi-
cal grounds. “After the cleansing of the teaching and research establishment of racially
and ethnically impure academics it has now become possible for the first time for the
German teacher and academic to act as a model in every respect for German youth,”
reported Knoll three years later. “For that reason the Jew has also disappeared from
our academic circles now and for all times.”

At the same time Knoll was also making his way in the Academy of Sciences. As a
corresponding member inland since 1934, he was asked at the General Assembly of
25 March wuntil the final regulation of the Academy Statutes, to safeguard the interests of
the regional administration of the Nazi party in Austria at the Academy of Sciences."’
Confirmation from the regional Nazi Party authorities came on 29 March 1938."
Knoll’s work involved, amongst other things, the dismissal of Jewish staff from insti-
tutes run by the Academy as the principal research body. In the case of the Institute
for Radium Research and the Institute for Experimental Biology (BVA), this meant
severe losses, since Jewish researchers in physics and biology had had little chance of
a university career since the early 1920s and were therefore particularly heavily repre-
sented in these two research establishments.'

Knoll’s brief Academy intermezzo came to an end on 16 March 1939, when Pres-
ident Heinrich Srbik took over the interests of the Nazi Party. In his reply, Knoll
stated that it was quite convenient that I am now released again from one of my many
obligations.” Knoll was also elected shortly afterwards as an ordinary member of the
Academy, a move that was not only political. At a meeting of the Election Committee
on 24 February 1938, the Academy had already decided to elect an ordinary member
for botany at the next elections. The candidates on 22 November 1938 were Fritz
Knoll and Friedrich Weber; Knoll prevailed.'

Knoll remained rector of the University of Vienna until March 1943, during
which time he had plenty of opportunity to promote Nazism in the academic world.
One of his most prominent speeches was given in 1941 in Bucharest, when he dis-
cussed the question of Jews in academia. He said, amongst other things: “It cannot be
said that the Jew is incapable of research. A correctly established scientific fact remains
one even if it is established by a Jew. This is not what Nazism opposes [...]. Jewish
research does not differ in general from Jewish journalism. Both are designed to

8 Bereichsstudentenfiithrung Siid-Ost (1938), yearbook, p. 60.

? Knoll (1942), Wissenschaft, p. 23.

10 AOAW, Minutes of the extraordinary General Assembly of 25 March 1938 (A 933).

11 See AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 1.

12 See Taschwer (2013), Geheimsache. For details of the perfidious “cleansing” of the Vivarium,
see the essay in this volume by Klaus Taschwer, “Expelled, burnt, sold, forgotten, and sup-
pressed,” pp. 101-11.

13 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 1, Knoll to Srbik of 23 March 1939.

14 See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1938.”



48

Klaus Taschwer

Fig. 17: Schweidler’s letter to Knoll of 26 March 1938
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Fig. 18: Letter of the Nazi Party to Knoll of 29 March 1938

further the Jewish desire for international standing and world domination. Jewish
researchers prefer certain areas of work and in some cases have even created them so
as to promote their racially linked capabilities [...] for ‘the world’ and hence against
the German people.”"

In March 1943 Knoll resigned the rectorship of the University of Vienna in favor
of the anatomist Eduard Pernkopf. This was prompted in part by a decision of the
Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture of November 1941 that even in
times of war, the rectorship should change at least every three years and at the latest
after five years.'® There had also been objections from the students and the SS to
Knoll. On 10 August 1938, for example, the south-east section of the Reichsstuden-
tenfiihrung [Reich Student Leadership] suggested that Knoll’s mandate should not be
renewed, claiming that Knoll did not have he leadership qualities required by an

1> Knoll (1942), Wissenschaft, p. 23.
16 See OStA-AdR, Gauakt Heinrich Srbik, BMI/GA 49317, Sheet 26-7, report on the rectorship
question at the University of Vienna.
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establishment like the University of Vienna, which had lost its way and become stuck in
the liberalist era."” This did not endanger Knoll’s rectorship at the time, however, but
there was also an ex post critical evaluation of Knoll. A letter written by an SS-Haupt-
sturmfiihrer on 19 April 1943 stated that he was the wrong person to have been com-
missarial rector: Above all he was unimposing and in many respects too weak. [...] Many
of his decisions often showed a lack of instinct, so much so that in some cases they raised
doubts about bis political disposition. Knoll is extremely ponderous, ideologically unsound,
and above all reluctant o take clear steps and accept consequences.®

Fig. 19: Fritz Knoll

This harsh criticism of Knoll’s personality was to prove fortunate. He was dis-
missed from public office in June 1945 by decree of the Staatsamt fiir Volksaufklirung,
fiir Unterricht und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenhbeiten [State Office for Public

17 OStA-AdR, Gauake Fritz Knoll, BMI/GA 38749, letter to Pg. Dr. Capra, personal assistant of
Gauleiter [regional Nazi Party leader] Globocnik.

18 OStA-AdR, Gauakt Fritz Knoll, BMI/GA 38749, signature of the SS-Hauptsturmfiibrer
illegible.
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Enlightenment, Education, and Cultural Affairs] on account of his membership of
the Nazi Party, and the Academy also held his membership in abeyance [szellte rubend).
In 1947, however, Knoll’s case was reviewed by the authorities. The humiliating
assessment by the SS probably now played into Knoll’s hands. He also claimed in his
own defense that in his speech in Bucharest he had played down Nazi ideology. He
may still have represented the official Nazi point of view, but by this time he was already
becoming a “heretic.”"

Whatever the reason, in December 1947 Knoll received notification that under
paragraph 17, subparagraph (3), of the Verbotsgesetz [law banning re-engagement in
National Socialist activities] he was classified as “less incriminated.” For that reason
his dismissal from the university was transformed into retirement. And when the
Amnesty Law came into force, Knoll’s full membership of the Academy could be
reactivated.” From this time he worked primarily at the Academy of Sciences since he
was still banned from entering the university.?' In his later years Knoll thus became
an amateur historical researcher. Academy President Heinrich Ficker commissioned
Knoll to edit the volume Osterreichische Naturforscher und Techniker (1951), which
was designed to demonstrate “the contribution of Austrians to achievements in natu-
ral research and engineering and hence the general progress of mankind,” as Ficker
wrote in the introduction.”? Knoll had a free hand; the only criteria for inclusion in
the book were that the researchers and engineers should be sufficiently important and
also no longer living. A further book edited by Knoll, Osterreichische Naturforscher,
Arzte und Techniker, was published in 1957.

The amateur historian’s choice of co-authors appears somewhat puzzling today.
Some former Nazis including Knoll himself, the paleontologist Kurt Ehrenberg, and
the anatomist Eduard Pernkopf wrote several of the articles. Even more remarkable
are the omissions in the 450-page large-format publication. To mention just three
examples: Stefan Meyer (1872-1949), physicist and long-serving head of the Insti-
tute for Radium Research at the Academy of Sciences, Hans Przibram (1874-1944),
zoologist and founder and long-standing head of the Institute for Experimental Biol-
ogy (BVA), who was murdered in the Theresienstadt concentration camp, or Eugen
Steinach (1861-1944), physiologist, world-famous pioneer of hormone research and
BVA department head. All three were Jewish researchers who in part “created their
own areas of work,” as Knoll put it in 1941/42.% All three were first dismissed from
the Academy and the University of Vienna in 1938 under Knoll’s direction — and

' Dr. Franz Speta private archive, Linz, letter from Knoll or his legal representative, undated.

20 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 1, notification by President Heinrich Ficker of
16 June 1948.

21 See AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 2, Folder 10, correspondence with Lothar Geitler
regarding the Botanical Institute of the University of Vienna, particularly Geitler’s letter of
7 January 1949.

22 Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften (1951), Naturforscher, p. 7.

» Knoll (1942), Wissenschaft, p. 23.
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barely twenty years later he consistently eliminated them from the official history of
science in Austria published by the Academy. Again, as Knoll said in 1941/42: “Thus
the Jew has disappeared from our academic circles now and for all times.”*

In the year the second volume appeared, the 74-year old botanist became Secre-
tary of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences and, the following year,
Secretary General of the Academy, a position he held until 1964. In 1967 the now
84-year-old received one final honor: the General Assembly passed a resolution
awarding him the silver “Bene Merito” medal for particular services to the Austrian
Academy of Sciences.”

Klaus Taschwer

2 Knoll (1942), Wissenschaft, p. 23.
» See Almanach for 1966, 117 (1967), p. 145.



I. 2. CONSEQUENCES OF THE
“ANSCHLUSS”

Exclusion of members

The first victim of any dictatorship is justice. After the Nazis came to power in the
German Reich in 1933, they also followed the practice of changing the laws to give
their actions, which violated all human rights, the semblance of legality. Injustice was
given a facade of legitimacy in this way, so that the perpetrators could say that they
had only “done their duty.” Within a few weeks of the “Anschluss,” the universities
and higher education institutes experienced “cleansing,” dismissals, and “racial” dis-
crimination on the basis of the Law for the Reconstitution of the Civil Service that
had been in force in the German Reich since 1933. According to this law, officials
who “for racial or political reasons could not swear the oath of allegiance to the
Fithrer were to refrain indefinitely from carrying out any duties.” As a result Jews and
officials regarded as “politically unreliable,” i.e. declared opponents of the regime and
persons known publicly as “supporters of the former system,” were dismissed from
their posts in public service,' something which also applied to the universities.

After the “Anschluss”, the “Gleichschaltung” [alignment/consolidation] of the
Academy of Sciences took place somewhat later than at the universities. This was due
to the fact that the state’s capacity to intervene was more limited, and also because the
new regime clearly thought that intervention in the universities, where there was
direct contact with young students, was more important. Some of the lecturers and
professors dismissed from the universities were still able to attend meetings of the
Academy for almost nine more months and also took part in the election of the new
Presiding Committee.

This changed abruptly in the late fall of 1938. The Nuremberg Laws denied citi-
zenship to “non-Aryans,” and the Statutes approved in October 1938, which made
citizenship a precondition for ordinary membership, already indirectly excluded such
persons. It is interesting to note that the Academy itself was not proactive, but merely
reacted to an initiative by the authorities. It received a note on 22 November 1938
from the Federal Ministry of Education regarding the suspension of non-Aryan mem-
bers> A General Assembly was convened on that day. The minutes do not mention
any discussion of the exclusion of Jewish members but after the meeting, the Presid-
ing Committee sent a memorandum to all members inland in which reference was

! Weinert (1983), Massnahmen, pp. 127-34.
2 AOAW, Protokollbuch 1938, No. 425.
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made to this note. At the General Assembly of 16 December 1938, a decree from
Bernhard Rust, Reich Minister for Science, Education, and Culture, was announced
demanding the suspension of #on-Aryan members. It was decided ro suggest personally
to the Jewish members that they resign voluntarily.

Fig. 20: Stefan Meyer Fig. 21: Hans Horst Meyer

At this time the ordinary members Stefan Meyer (physics) and Hans Horst Meyer
(pharmacology) had already resigned of their own accord, on 24 November and
13 December 1938 respectively. The minutes of the meeting go on to say: Regarding
the anticipated decree on the departure of the [added by hand ‘Mischlinge’ and) members
of Jewish descent, it is decided to wait for receipt of the decree and then after more exact
interpretation of the expression [added by hand ‘Mischling and] of Jewish descent’ to
arrange for the exit of those concerned in a similar fashion.” Thereupon, ordinary mem-
ber Berthold Hatschek (zoology), corresponding members Alfred Francis Pfibram
(history), Ernst Peter Pick (pharmacology), and Emil Abel (physical chemistry), and
corresponding member abroad Eduard Norden (classical philology, Berlin) also
announced their departure at the end of the year.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 December 1938 (A 941).

* As head of the Institute for Radium Research, full member Stefan Meyer had already been
retired on the basis of a note from the Ministry of Education of 28 May 1938, No. 9492/11/6.
He survived the Nazi era in Bad Ischl and died in 1949. See Reiter (2000), Meyer.

5 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 December 1938 (A 941).
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At the General Assembly of 27 January 1939,° reference was made to the Decem-
ber 1938 decree of the Ministry of Interior and Cultural Affairs, section 1V, by which
Jews were to be excluded from German universities and scientific institutions.” Then Pres-
ident Heinrich Srbik announced the departure of ordinary members Stefan Meyer,

Fig. 22: Berthold Hatschek Fig. 23: Emil Abel

Hans Horst Meyer, and Berthold Hatschek, and corresponding members Abel, Pick,
Norden, and Pfibram. The former corresponding members abroad Richard Will-
statter and Wolfgang Pauli were notified that as a result of the decrees of the Reich
Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture and the Ministry of Interior and Cultural
Affairs, section IV, their membership had been terminated. At the same time they
were thanked for their academic work until then. The Ministry was then informed
that all members who are Jews or deemed to be so according to the Nuremberg Laws had
left the Academy either through their voluntary departure or through their deletion from
the Academys lists.® In February 1939 the decree from the Reich Minister for Science,
Education, and Culture was finally promulgated ordering the exclusion of “Misch-
linge” and “persons, married or related to Jews [jiidisch versippt]” as they were described
in the contemptuous diction of the Nazi regime. At the General Assembly of the
Academy of 24 February 1939, President Srbik reported on the decree and announced

6 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 27 January 1939 (A 942).
7 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 27 January 1939 (A 942).
8 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 27 January 1939 (A 942).
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the termination of membership of corresponding member abroad Wolfgang Pauli.’
The corresponding members Ernst Theodor Briicke (physiology), Josef Weninger
(anthropology), and August Loehr (numismatics)'® also “resigned” in early 1939."

Fig. 24: Wolfgang Pauli Fig. 25: Franz Eduard Suess

In one individual case, that of ordinary member Franz Eduard Suess (geology),
who had been a full member since 1915, documented efforts were made to prevent
his exclusion. On 18 April 1939 the Academy addressed an application to Reich
Minister of Education Rust to allow Suess to remain in the Academy.” Rust rejected
the application in a note dated 2 December 1939 and issued a decree in this matter
on 9 January 1940, which was announced without further comment at the General
Assembly of 9 February 1940. President Srbik stated that [...] the former ordinary

? See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 24 February 1939 (A 943).

10 August Loehr resigned at the meeting of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences of
19 April 1939, while the Almanach gives the date as 29 March 1939. See AOAW, Minutes of
the meeting of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences of 19 April 1939 (C 2600),
Almanach for 1939, 89 (1940), p. 79.

! The Almanach for 1939, 89 (1940), p. 79, states incorrectly that Ernst Theodor Briicke left the
Academy on 20 February 1939, although an inquiry “regarding Aryan descent” was not sent to
him until 23 February 1939, and he was informed of the termination of his membership on
4 May 1939.

12 See AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 191.
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member of the Academy Franz Eduard Suess is no longer a member of the Academy.
Replacements were immediately elected to fill the vacant positions in two commis-

sions."

Fig. 26: Victor Franz Hess Fig. 27 Erwin Schrédinger

A further note was received on 25 August 1939 and shortly afterwards, a decree
from the Reich Minister regarding corresponding members abroad who are Jews or
Siidisch versippt’ persons™ and regarding the termination of membership of Jews, Misch-
linge, and Tiidisch versippt’ persons which President Srbik announced at the General
Assembly of 9 February 1940." The next stage in the exclusions was reached with a
further decree by the Reich Minister of 3 October 1940, terminating the membership
of seven members of the Academy,'® namely ordinary members Walther Brecht (Ger-
man studies) and Hermann Franz Mark (physical chemistry), corresponding mem-
bers Karl Biihler (philosophy and psychology), Victor Franz Hess (experimental
physics, Nobel Prize 1936), and Erwin Schrodinger (physics, Nobel Prize 1933), and
corresponding members abroad Franz Boas (anthropology) and Alfred Hettner

13 Although the Almanach for 1939, 89 (1940), p. 79, gives the termination of Suess's member-
ship as 2 December 1939, he continued to take part regularly in meetings until 15 December
1939. See AOAW, General Assembly of 9 February 1940 (A 950).

14 AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 388.

15 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 9 February 1940 (A 950).

16 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 October 1940 (A 957).
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(geography). It is interesting to note that there were three Nobel Prize winners
amongst the excluded members. A further decree by Minister Rust referred again to
the exclusion of non-Aryan corresponding members abroad, which resulted in the dele-
tion of Viktor Moritz Goldschmidt (mineralogy, Oslo) from the list of members."”
The state authorities did not only demand the exclusion of non-Aryans and Fiidisch
versippt’ persons, however. The Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture
decree also called for the termination of membership of former Polish university pro-
fessors from all German scientific associations.'®

Fig. 28: List of resigned members (Almanach for 1943)

17 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 May 1941 (A 962).
18 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 4 July 1941 (A 964).
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A total of six ordinary members, nine corresponding members inland, and six cor-
responding members abroad were excluded in this way. To judge from the list of the
“departed members,” as they were euphemistically called in the Almanachs for 1938
to 1943, and the dates of their exclusion, the Nazi “Gleichschaltung”had no effect on
the membership of the Academy for nearly nine months. The Academy itself was
inactive during this time and later on was also in no hurry to exclude members who
were disapproved of by the regime on “racial” or political grounds. The procedure
thereafter was also painstakingly bureaucratic, which in this case was to the benefit of
those concerned. It would be an exaggeration to describe this as an act of internal
resistance; it is nevertheless interesting given the large number of fervent supporters
of Nazism in the Academy at the time. The exclusion of Jewish Academy members
was also the main agenda item at the Congress of German Academies in Berlin in
1937, which members of the Vienna Academy also attended, but it was not discussed
further in Vienna.” It was only when a definite official order came from the authori-
ties that the Vienna Academy reacted to the various notes and decrees from the min-
istries — and this was also an indication of the confusion regarding competences that
existed at the time. While the official orders were sometimes noted without comment
and carried out, attempts were also made in other cases to find a “more elegant”
method of exclusion by advising the members concerned to resign “voluntarily.” The
memorandum to members suggested that those affected by the Nuremberg Laws
should take appropriate measures of their own accord. The systematic implementa-
tion of the Reich-Citizen Law of 1938, which deprived Jews of citizenship, removed
any remaining prospects of protecting Jewish members or staff from the Nazi state.
Where pressure from the regime was less severe, for example in regard to (the few but
no less prominent) “supporters” of the authoritarian Stindestaar [Corporate State],
now judged political opponents, they retained their membership of the Academy.”

The authorities acted much more swiftly with regards to the staff of the Academy,
who, unlike the members, were not respected scholars in the public eye. Attempts
were made to anticipate the official exclusion of members of the Academy by suggest-
ing that they give up their membership voluntarily, whereas staff members were sim-
ply dismissed without notice.”

Herbert Matis

19 See Grau (1995), Wissenschafisakademien, p. 48. It is also interesting to note that the Presiding
Committee refused to acquire a bust of Hitler: Offer for a bust of the Fiihrer costing RM 480 is rejected
for lack of funds. AOAW, Minutes of the Presiding Committee meeting of 1 July 1938, item 8.

% Whereas, for example, corresponding member inland Othmar Spann, whose supposedly com-
prehensive social philosophy played a prominent role in the authoritarian Stindestaat, lost his
chair at the University of Vienna, he continued to be listed as a member of the Academy under
the heading “Reich citizens.” The ethnologist and member of a Catholic missionary order
Father Wilhelm Schmidt SVD, also classified in the Nazi diction as a “system supporter” of the
Dollfuss-Schuschnigg era, left for Fribourg, Switzerland, after he had been forced to give up his
position at the University of Vienna, and became a corresponding member abroad.

2 Grau (1995), Wissenschaftsakademien, p. 46.






Filling of vacant positions
following the exclusion of ordinary members

There were six full or ordinary members among the 21 members of the Academy who
were excluded or resigned between 1938 and 1941. They deserve particular attention
because ordinary members have much more influence than corresponding members
inland or abroad. Paragraph 10 of the Statutes of 1938 states: “Ordinary members
shall be entitled to attend all meetings of their Section and the Academy as a whole
and to vote on resolutions. [...] All ordinary members must be convened specially to
Election Meetings and General Assemblies in which resolutions on changes to the
Statutes or By-Laws are to be adopted. Unless specified otherwise in the Statutes, elec-
tions and resolutions shall be adopted by the absolute majority of the ordinary mem-
bers present.”! The meetings make decisions not only on the composition of the
Academy through elections, but also on the establishment or closure of research insti-
tutes. Corresponding members inland or abroad have more of an advisory function;
they have no direct impact on Academy policy.

Through the exclusion or “departure” of six ordinary members on political or
“racial” grounds, their positions became vacant and could be filled again. There was
now the question of how this was to be done. The Election Commission (Schweidler,
Spith, Mache, Prey, Suess, Himmelbauer, Durig, Hochstetter, and Hartmann) noted
at its meeting of 16 February 1939* that six positions for ordinary members had
become vacant — one on account of the death of the astronomer Karl Hillebrand, one
through the failure to fill a vacancy at the elections of the previous year, one through
the classification of the engineer Karl Terzaghi as an ordinary member not counted
towards the maximum number,’ and finally three vacancies through the departures of
Messrs Bert[h]old Hatschek, Hans Horst Meyer, and Stefan Meyer.* The Election Com-
mission suggested that only four of the six vacant positions should be filled, with one
position being attached to the technical sciences.” Of the other three, at least one

! Copy of the Statutes in Meister (1947), Geschichte, pp. 240-2, here p. 241.

2 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1939,” No. 93/1939.

? This formulation refers to paragraph 6 of the Statutes of the time, decreed on 22 July 1938 by
the Reich Minister for Science, Education, and Culture, which stated: “Should an ordinary
member move from Austria, his membership shall remain in force but shall not be counted
towards the maximum number.” This maximum number was 33 per Section, of whom 22 were
required to live in or near Vienna. Copy of the Statutes in Meister (1947), Geschichte, pp. 240-2,
here p. 240. For Terzaghi’s domicile, see the obituary in the Almanach for 1962, 112 (1963),
pp- 549-50.

* AOAW, Wiahlen, Box 4, Folder “1939,” No. 150/1939.

> The technical sciences were already well represented by three ordinary members (Hartmann,
Schaffernak, and Terzaghi), while medicine had no representation. See the hectographed list of
the scientific disciplines represented in the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences

1939 in AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1939.”
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should be filled by a physicist and one by a geologist. The Section followed the recom-
mendations of the Election Commission at its meeting of 23 February 1939.°

Fig. 29: Rudolf Saliger

By the meeting of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences on 5 June
1939,7 two proposals had been received for the position designated for a representa-
tive of the technical sciences, both put forward by Friedrich Schaffernak, namely the
corresponding members Karl Federhofer (mechanics, Graz) and Rudolf Saliger
(reinforced concrete construction and statics, Vienna). Both were placed on the list
for election by the Academy as a whole on the following day. Federhofer received
24 votes and Saliger 17. The Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences had
four candidates for the three other ordinary member positions. Apart from Feder-
hofer and Saliger, mentioned above, there were corresponding member inland Fritz
Kohlrausch (physics, Graz, proposed by Hans Benndorf) and corresponding member
inland Otto Ampferer (geology, Vienna, proposed by Franz Eduard Suess). As Feder-
hofer had already been elected for the position designated for technical sciences, there
were just three candidates remaining for the three vacant positions, all of whom easily

6 See AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences
of 23 February 1939 (B 2602).

7 See AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences
of 5 June 1939 (B 2608).
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exceeded the 22-vote majority required for election. Ampferer obtained 40 vortes,
Kohlrausch 39, and Saliger 34.% As the Election Commission had proposed, a physi-
cist and a geologist were thus elected. Since the exclusion of Hans Horst Meyer,
pharmacology was no longer represented in the Academy;’ zoology was represented
by Leopold Adametz, Karl Grobben, and Theodor Pintner, while Stefan Meyer’s posi-
tion was effectively taken over by Fritz Kohlrausch.

Franz Eduard Suess, who had proposed Otto Ampferer, was deleted from the list
of members on “racial” grounds by decree of Reich Minister of Education Bernhard
Rust of 9 January 1940.'° The Election Commission of the Section for Mathematics
and the Natural Sciences, consisting of Schweidler, Spith, Hochstetter, and Kruppa,
met on 7 March 1940."" They noted that there were six vacant positions for election
to ordinary member: two on account of the deaths of Josef Schaffer (histology) and
Friedrich Emich (chemistry), one through the departure'? of Franz Eduard Suess (geol-
ogy), and one through the transfer of Mr. Hermann Mark [chemistry] to the list of those
ordinary members who did not count towards the maximum number;” and two others,
whose positions had not been filled the previous year. The Election Commission sug-
gested that one position be tied to the medical group. In addition it gave one recom-
mendation each for geology and geography and suggested that a position in chemis-

try be left vacant." These recommendations were implemented at the Section meeting
held the same day.”

8 Rudolf Saliger was thus one of only 57 persons to this day to have been elected a full member
without having previously been a corresponding member.

? It was not until 1959 that a pharmacologist, Franz Theodor Briicke, was again elected as a full
member. Richard Réssler and Adolf Jarisch, both corresponding members inland, had repre-
sented the discipline until then. Briicke was elected a corresponding member inland in 1957.

10 See Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 30.

"' See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1940,” No. 63/1940.

12 Hectographed letter by Srbik on the positions to be voted on in AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder
“1940,” No. 104/1940.

1% Ibid. See also facsimile of the letter from Mark from London of 18 September 1938 overleaf.
Apparently Mark’s position had not yet been filled in the 1939 elections in view of his short
visit to the United States. After it transpired that Mark was remaining permanently in the
United States, his position was declared vacant for the 1940 elections.

14 See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1940,” No. 63/1940.

15 See AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences
of 7 March 1940 (B 2620).
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Fig. 30: Letter from Mark to Srbik of 18 September 1938
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Fig. 31: Eduard Pernkopf

Hochstetter suggested two corresponding members inland for the position of a
representative of medicine, namely the anatomist Eduard Pernkopf and the hygienist
Roland Grassberger. At the Section meeting of 29 May 1940,' Pernkopf obtained 12
of the 21 votes cast, Grassberger just 9."” No candidates were proposed for the disci-
plines geography and geology, and only Ludwig Flamm (physics, proposed by
Heinrich Mache) and Hermann Weber (zoology, proposed by Theodor Pintner) were
to be voted on. Both received 20 of the 21 possible votes and were placed on the
electoral list. The necessary majority was achieved in all three cases at the General
Assembly of 30 May 1940, and so Pernkopf (33 of 46 votes), Flamm (44 of 46), and
Weber (38 of 46) were elected as ordinary members, with Weber becoming the
successor for Berthold Hatschek’s discipline. The Reich Minister for Science, Edu-
cation, and Culture confirmed the elections in a letter of 7 August 1940.'®

16 See AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences
of 29 May 1940 (B 2623).

17 The minutes are incorrect here in stating, 7hus both names were entered on the electoral list. Both
names appeared on the voting slip for the electoral meeting of the General Assembly. The mis-
take was noticed there and only Pernkopf stood for election.

18 See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1940,” No. 179/1940, reported at the General Assembly
of 25 October 1940 (A 957).
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There was thus no successor for Franz Eduard Suess’s discipline at this time. Geol-
ogy was represented among the ordinary members only by Otto Ampferer, whom
Suess himself had proposed the year before.

At the General Assembly on 25 October 1940, in which confirmation of the elec-
tions of 30 May 1940 was given, the decree ordering a further seven members zo be
excluded from the Academy was announced. They included two ordinary members, the
physical chemist Hermann Franz Mark and the Germanist Walther Brecht. The latter
was the first and only ordinary member of the Section for Humanities and the Social
Sciences who had to leave the Academy for political reasons. It had little influence on
the 1941 elections. The Actuary Junk wrote regarding the four vacant positions for
ordinary members (three through the deaths of Hans Hirsch, Albert Ehrhard, and
Max Layer, and one as a result of the exclusion of Mr. Brecht on 1 February 1941): It is
to be noted in this regard that of these four positions, only two are to be filled, since the
positions of Messrs Ehrbard and Brecht do not count towards the maximum number of
ordinary members.”® In the minutes of the meeting of the Election Commission of the
Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences of 19 February 1941, no mention was
therefore made of the consequences of Brecht’s exclusion.”® Regarding ordinary mem-
bers, it was suggested positions be designated for political science and law, and a rec-
ommendation in favor of history of art was made. German philology still had four
representatives among the ordinary members, namely Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden,
Josef Nadler, Josef Schatz, and Konrad Zwierzina. At the General Assembly of 27 May
1941, the economist Hans Mayer was elected as an ordinary member with 30 of
47 votes (proposed by Leopold Wenger). The second candidate, Rudolf Késtler,
received only 17 of 47 votes and therefore failed to get a majority. The position of
ordinary member without discipline (with the recommendation for history of art)
was filled by Hans Sedlmayr with 38 of 47 possible votes.*!

The Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences made no reference to the
exclusion of Hermann Franz Mark. The normal lists, which show how many posi-
tions are vacant and why, mentioned only two positions made vacant by the deaths of
Philipp Furtwingler (mathematics) and Leopold Adametz (zoology), and three
others, as only three of the six vacant positions had been filled the previous year. Only
the minutes of the Election Commission of the Section for Mathematics and the
Natural Sciences appear to take account of Mark, with the acceptance of the appli-
cation by Spith to reserve 1 ordinary member position for chemistry.”* After Mark’s
departure, chemistry was still well represented among the ordinary members by Josef

19 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1941,” without number. The comment refers to the fact that
because of his move to Munich, Brecht had been classified in 1926 as a corresponding member
abroad, but had become an ordinary member again in 1938. See obituary in the Almanach for
1950, 100 (1951), p. 382. Therefore he was not counted towards the maximum number.

20 See AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1941,” No. 44/1941.

2 All details according to AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 27 May 1941 (A 963).

2 AOAW, Wahlen, Box 4, Folder “1941,” No. 45/1941.
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Fig. 32: Hans Sedlmayr

Maria Eder, Anton Skrabal, and Ernst Spith, together with the ordinary member
Wilhelm Schlenk, who had worked in Berlin since 1921 and in Tiibingen since
1936.2 On 27 May 1941 the General Assembly elected the histologist Siegmund
Schumacher-Marienfrid, the mathematician Karl Mayrhofer, the geologist Franz
Heritsch, and the zoologist Leopold Karl Bohm as ordinary members of the Section
for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences.

Vacant positions were dealt with quite pragmatically in subsequent elections. They
were filled without reference to the discipline, a method that had been the case in the
past and is still practiced today. When it was thought expedient to prefer a particular
discipline for the purpose of parity, the Election Commission designated the relevant
discipline, which was generally confirmed by the Section. This method ensured that
a particular discipline continued to be represented in the future. This concept of fore-
sight can be seen in the case of geology. In the elections of June 1939 this discipline
was designated, and Otto Ampferer was elected at the suggestion of Franz Eduard
Suess.?* After Suess’ exclusion in January 1940, no further geologist was elected at the
following election in May, but in 1941 Franz Heritsch was elected.

» See obituary of Schlenk in the Almanach for 1943, 93 (1943), p. 212.

24 The exclusion of Suess had been under consideration since February 1939. See Graf-Stuhlhofer
(1995), Akademie, p. 137; Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 30, and the essay in this volume by
Herbert Matis, “Exclusion of members,” pp. 53-9.
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Regarding the political afliliations of the proponents, which cannot discussed in
detail here, the statements by Graf-Stuhlhofer” and Matis® that “Nazi sympathies
did not have a significant influence on the chances of being elected” seem to be
borne out. As for the disciplines, there appears to be no difference in preference
before 1938 or after 1945.

Stefan Sienell

» See Graf-Stuhlhofer (1995), Akademie, pp. 144-6.
26 See Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 35-8.
7 Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 37.



Consequences for the academic staff.

The case of Leo Hajek

Staff at the Academy have always stood in the shadow of the usually more well-known
members, and the history of the institution is often written with the focus on its
members. This essay takes a look at the staff and their experiences. The year 1938
brought incisive changes for the Academy. Until then it had been an institution that
was, to a large degree, independent of the state.! In contrast to the situation with
regard to members, however, state authorities had direct access to staff and public
officers. In particular, the Law for the Reconstitution of the Civil Service? gave the
new authorities the possibility of dismissing those politically opposed to Nazism and
those defined by it as Jewish.? In summer 1938 the situation became even more criti-
cal with the application of the Nuremberg Laws in Austria.*

The role of the Academy of Sciences as a research institute was not as pronounced
in the 1930s and 1940s as it is today. Only a few institutes and commissions had full-
time staff. Many commissions were managed by academics employed by the univer-
sity who continued their research in the Academy’s facilities.” The departments of the
Academy with the largest number of staff members were the Institute for Experimen-
tal Biology in the Prater, the Institute for Radium Research, the Commission for
Editing the Corpus of critically amended texts of the Latin Church Fathers, the Com-
mission for Archeological Research in Asia Minor, the Phonogram Archive Commis-
sion, and the Commission for Editing an Austrian-Bavarian Dictionary.

Directly after the “Anschluss”, the staff members of the Academy were sent ques-
tionnaires investigating earlier membership of parties, associations, lodges, etc. Mili-
tary status and any military service during World War I was also queried. A separate
point concerned membership of the Nazi Party or an affiliated association. Several
inquiries reached the Academy after the “Anschluss” from the Federal Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of Interior and Cultural Affairs, section IV (both in Vienna),
and the Administrative Ofhces of Institutions of Higher Education in Vienna that
were directly or indirectly concerned with the Verordnung zur Newordunung des ister-
reichischen Berufsbeamtentums [Regulation for the Reorganization of the Austrian
Civil Service].® Pursuant to a decree by Reich Chancellor Adolf Hitler of 15 March
1938, all “public officials of Austria [...]” had to “swear an oath of service on entering

! For the legal status of the Academy of Sciences since its founding, see Kopetz (2006), Akade-
mie.

2 Gesetzblatt fiir das Land Osterreich, No. 160/1938.

3 See Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 27, 34.

4 Gesetzblatt fiir das Land Osterreich, No. 298/1938.

> See Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 28.

¢ See Reichsgesetzblatt 1938, Part I, No. 87.
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Fig. 33: Announcement of 15 March 1938
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the service” (paragraph 1). Moreover, “officials already in service [...] are to take the
oath. Jewish officials shall not take the oath” (paragraph 3). The following oath was
sworn at the Academy of Sciences in Vienna: [ swear | [ will be loyal and obedient | to
the Fiihrer | of the German Reich and people | Adolf Hitler, | observing the laws | and
Sfulfilling my duties | conscientiously | so help me God.” Under paragraph 5, anyone who
refused to take the oath was to be dismissed immediately.

The Academy was repeatedly called upon by the official authorities listed above to
provide a list of employees who had been retired or dismissed after 13 March 1938.
The Academy’s replies normally consisted of the one succinct sentence: [...]notice is
given that within operational field of the Academy of Science there were no public officers
in employ whose political behavior or professional suitability have, according to official
criteria, given occasion for concern.® It was not until early 1940 that Academy President
Heinrich Srbik sent an additional notification in connection with these inquiries to
the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture in Berlin® stating that #be
Academy |...], in accordance with the decree of the Reich Minister for Science, Education,
and Culture of 31 January 1940, W E 308/40, [has] only included personnel employed
directly in its secretariat in the required overview. Since the inquiry by the Reich Minister
for Science, Education, and Culture now indicates that personnel in institutes belonging
to the Academy are not listed elsewhere and that a list of the staff of all institutes belonging
to the Academy (with the exception of the Institute for Radium Research) is required from
the Academy, this list is hereby supplied."® However, this new list drawn up in early 1940
does not provide adequate answers regarding dismissed or forcibly retired personnel.
It must be assumed that several staff members had been obliged to leave the Academy
before 1940. These persons no longer appear in the 1940 list, however. It is only by
counting the vacant positions in some commissions that it can be inferred that per-
sons formerly employed there had already lost their positions. It is not, however, pos-
sible to make claims with certainty.

One employee whose dismissal in 1938 has been documented is Leo Hajek, head
of the Phonogram Archive from 1928 until he was forced to emigrate. After years as
a regular assistant and repeated efforts by the Academy Presiding Committee —
through President Oswald Redlich, Secretary General Egon Schweidler — and chair-
man of the Phonogram Archive Commission Karl Luick to have him classified as a
Beamter der allgemeinen Verwaltung [general administrative civil servant], the request
was finally granted in 1937 by the Federal Ministry of Education, and he was

7 See AOAW, Allgemeine Personalakte, Box 2, Folder 9, No. 145/1938, Oath.

8 AOAW, Allgemeine Personalakte, Box 2, Folder 9 of 4 July 1938.

? At this time the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture in Berlin was responsible
and had taken over all agendas relating to the Academy of Sciences in Vienna; on the Reich
Ministry see Nagel (2012), Bildungsreformer.

10 AOAW, Allgemeine Personalakte, Box 2, Folder 9, ad No. 30/1940. For the dismissals at the
Institute for Radium Research, see Reiter (1988), Wissenschafisemigration.
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Fig. 34: Speech by Schweidler of 23 March 1938

appointed “Kustos 1st Class.”'" As late as January 1938, the question was raised at a
Presiding Committee meeting as to whether an award should be given to Hajek or a
statement of thanks and recognition issued by the Presiding Committee for his
25 years of service. Schweidler wrote by hand on this application that it was approved
in principle and that an acknowledgement by the Academy was to be noted for October
1938."* Although Hajek was apparently a respected researcher, the “Anschluss” in
March 1938 put an end to his career. According to Secretary General Ernst Spith, he
performed no further official duties in the Phonogram Archive after 18 June 1938."
Thanks to his teaching at the University of Vienna and his international reputation,
he was given a position at Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio. This made it
possible for him to emigrate to the United States. According to the record of the
police headquarters at Berggasse in Vienna’s 9th district dated 18 July 1939, Hajek
was listed as having deregistered from residency in Vienna for New York on 3 June
1939. His address in the United States was given as the Voice, Speech, and Sound
Science Research Laboratory of the Ohio State University in Columbus, Ohio. From
there Hajek applied to be retired. This application was forwarded from the Academy
to the Ministry of Interior and Cultural Affairs, section IV, in Vienna, on 5 June
1939." On 5 February 1940, a letter was sent by the Reich Commissioner for the
unification of Austria with the German Reich to the Kustos der Akademie der Wissen-
schaften in Wien Dr. Leo Israel Hajek informing him that his employment with the

11 See AOAW, Personalakte Leo Hajek.

12 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, No. 118/1938, entry by Actuary Viktor Junk of
7 January, dealt with at the Presiding Committee meeting of 28 January 1938.

13 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, supplement to the report of the Academy to
the Ministry of Interior and Cultural Affairs of 30 May 1939.

14 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, No. 275/1939.
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Fig. 35: Swearing in of state employees
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Fig. 36: Leo Hajek in front of the gramophone
horn (c. 1928)

civil service had been terminated as he had deregistered with the police on 3 May
1939 from Vienna to New York without obtaining prior permission from the highest
service authority. The date of termination was put at 30 June 1939." This decision
was forwarded to Hajek by the Academy on 20 February 1940.

Walter Ruth had already been nominated as Hajek’s provisional successor on
4 May 1938,' and he was officially appointed head of the Phonogram Archive in
1942. On 3 May 1939 Academy President Heinrich Srbik reported to the Reich
Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture that the current commissarial head,
Dr. Walter RUTH, was fully qualified both academically and ideologically. Moreover, he
had also been recommended by the Party as an Illegal [member of the Nazi Party before
12 March 1938] and thus deserved every promotion on account of his services during the
period of probibition."” The way in which Walter Ruth came to occupy this leading
position is by no means unique in the Austrian academic landscape. The “Gleichschal-

15 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, No. 951/1940.

16 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, minutes of the Phonogram Archive Com-
mission of 4 May 1938. See essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger, “Science ‘in the
service of the German people,” pp. 123-32.

17 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, No. 92/1939. In the files of the Dictionary
Commission, Ruth is mentioned in the minutes of the meeting of 4 November 1947 to discuss
the affairs of the Commission for the Austrian-Bavarian Dictionary. Ruth’s incrimination as an
Illegal was dealt with but this was ultimately deemed to be irrelevant. Following his dismissal
in 1945, Ruth was then re-employed by the Academy. See AOAW, FE-Akten, Worterbuch-
Kommission, Box 1, No. 1518/1947.
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Fig. 37: Leo Hajek with archive phonograph type IV (c. 1928)

tung” [alignment/consolidation] — in this case unforced — of academic institutions is
typical of the first phase after the assumption of power by the Nazis in March 1938.
The aim was to create institutions that were loyal to the Nazis. For this purpose, per-
sons of Jewish descent and political opponents in leading positions were removed and
replaced by persons trusted by the Nazi Party. A typical example of this procedure is
the University of Vienna. Fritz Knoll, the newly appointed rector of the university,
was able to report to the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture ten days
after his appointment that “the basic structure of the internal organization of the
University is complete. [...] Everything is functioning in an orderly manner.”'®

The “Anschluss” brought significant personnel changes for the Academy of
Sciences. The example of Leo Hajek also shows that the expulsion of Jewish intelli-
gentsia after the “Anschluss” was carried out in an extensively uniform fashion in all
public institutions. As part of the “Gleichschaltung” of public institutions, leading
positions were filled by politically reliable persons. At the same time, politically or
“racially” unacceptable persons were dismissed. At the University of Vienna, for
example, almost half of the teachers were dismissed.'” The absence of a complete list
of employees immediately after the “Anschluss” makes it difficult to determine the
changes that took place in the Academy’s staff. There is also no conclusive informa-
tion about persons working independently in the Academy’s institutions. Since all
personnel files were transferred to the Archive of the Academy of Sciences in 2011, it
is now possible to investigate personnel changes within the administrative staff.

Marlene Wahlmiiller

'8 Quoted in Lichtenberger-Fenz (2000), Geordnete Bahnen.
1 See Miihlberger (1993), Vertriebene Intelligenz 1938, p. 7.
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Actuaries

Since the founding of the Academy in 1846/47, there had always been one actuary
responsible for the affairs of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences
and one for the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences, one of whom was
also responsible for the affairs of the Academy as a whole.! Following the death of
Emil Kohl in June 1924, the position of First Actuary was taken over by the then
Second Actuary Viktor Junk.? Junk, who had joined the Academy on 1 March 1900
as a Konzeptsbeamter [paralegal secretary] with the title of Erster Kanzlist [First Chan-
cellery Clerk], retired on 1 February 1945 after almost 45 years of services and after
having been on sick leave since the summer of 1944. He joined the Nazi Party in
April 1933 (membership number 1.616.309) and was thus an “Alzer Kimpfer” [Old
Comrade] as well as the holder of a “Fiithrer Medal to Commemorate 13 March
1938.”% He was succeeded as First Actuary by the former Second Actuary Wilfried
Oberhummer.

Oberhummer, who had a doctorate in chemistry, joined the Academy as an actu-
ary on 1 June 1937. His duties were described in 1937 as planning work, keeping the
minutes and administration of the files of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural
Sciences, supervision of the printing of papers of the Section for Mathematics and the
Natural Sciences, librarian of the Academy library.* He succeeded Haas as Second Actu-
ary until 31 January 1945. For most of World War II he was classified as “indispen-
sable;” his only military service was from 26 March to 29 July 1941 in Intelligence
Reserve Battery No. 44 in Wels. Between June 1938 and 1942 he was an applicant
for membership of the Nazi Party and subsequently became a member.

In a highly documented case, Senate II of Special Commission at First Instance of
the University of Vienna concerning the assessment of Oberhummer under para-
graph 21 of the Verbotsgesetz [law banning re-engagement in National Socialist activ-
ities], found at its session of 10 July 1946 that he would unreservedly and at all times

! These two functions were originally called First Actuary and First Chancellery Clerk and then
from 1903 First and Second Actuary.

20n Junk: OBL 3 (1965), pp- 152-3. See also Ranzmaier (2010), Germanistik, passim,
esp. p. 438. Unless otherwise indicated, the biographical details and quotations in this essay are
based on the respective AOAW personnel files.

3 See AOAW, PA Vikrtor Junk, list of candidates for Loyalty Medal (July 1941) and letter by
Srbik to the Registrar of academic institutions of higher education of 24 June 1941
(No. 170/1941).

# Detailed description in AOAW, PA Wilfried Oberhummer, No. 123/1937, Academy to Fed-
eral Ministry of Education of 12 March 1937.

5 See AOAW, PA Wilfried Oberhummer, red file No. 75 (1946).
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Fig. 38: Swearing in of Oberhummer 1938
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support an independent Republic of Austria. Reasons for the decision: Based on the state-
ments by the defendant and witnesses and the documents presented, the Senate was of the
opinion that Dr. Oberhummer was swayed, on the basis of his support of a Greater Ger-
many, by the Nazi ideology and required no particular persuasion to join the Betriebs-SA
[Academy’s internal SA organization for employees | and the Party. He soon became
disillusioned, however, and distanced himself from the Party without leaving it, as he did
not believe this was possible. According to the credible testimony of Major-General Slavik,
his activities as deputy propaganda officer in the Reichskriegerbund [Reich Warrior
League] had nothing to do with the Party. Oberhummers later attitude (no Hitler greet-
ing, no uniform, no Party badges, communication with political miscreants and their
promotion) indicates that he had distanced himself from the Nazi Party and its ideology.®
Oberhummer’s duties during the war and thereafter were considerable: “He was
in charge of the Secretariat, represented the Academy on international committees,
was responsible for various official inquiries, and supervised the exchange of the
Academy’s publications with some 810 scientific institutions. The establishment of
new Academy institutes that began in 1963 brought a vast amount of difficult work.”
Although he officially retired in 1965, he did not actually withdraw until 31 Decem-
ber 1974 as there was no suitable successor. In 1971 he was given the title Hofrat
[Court Councilor] and in 1972 the “Bene Merito” medal from the Academy.’

Fig. 39: Award of the “Bene Merito” medal to Oberhummer (1972)

6 Transcriptions in AOAW, PA Wilfried Oberhummer. See also his Anlage zum Personalblatt of
6 June 1945 in AOAW, Politischer Fragebogen der Mitarbeiter, from which some of the formu-
lations have been more or less borrowed.

7 See Almanach for 1971, 122 (1972), pp. 32-3.
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Fig. 40: Oberhummer at his desk (c. 1973)

The Chancellery staff

The Chancellery employee Emma Neumann, daughter of the former actuary Emil
Kohl, was subordinate to the actuaries. She joined the Academy as a clerk subject to
notice of dismissal at any time on 14 May 1924 after graduation from commercial col-
lege. Starting in January 1928, as a full-time employee of the Chancellery Neumann
was responsible for keeping records of incoming documents including indexing, for
all filing as well as for sending corrected proofs to authors. The Academy applied for
her to become tenured in public office, but by 1951 at least this had still not been
achieved. After 1 October 1938 she was taken on as a salaried employee. She gave
notice on personal grounds on 1 August 1945°® after having already taken two months
unpaid leave. From 15 November 1946 onwards she was employed by the Depart-
ment of Mechanical Technology at the Vienna College of Technology.

Apart from Neumann, Josef Soukup was also employed in the Academy adminis-
tration. He entered service on 1 May 1903 as an Unterbeamter [lower civil servant]
and was employed as janitor and porter. His duties as janitor were taken over by
Emerich Hesch in 1922, enabling Soukup to concentrate more on the library and
publication archive. From around 1924 to 1933 he was a member of the Social Dem-
ocratic Party and Bund der dffentlichen Angestellten [Association of Public Servants].
An inquiry in 1937 by the Vaterlindische Front [Fatherland’s Front] — to which
Soukup belonged from 1934 to 1938 — requesting that the 71-year-old he be allowed
to retire was rejected on account of his indispensability. He finally retired on 1 April

8 See AOAW, Ministerium, No. 5/1946.
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1941 and died the following year. In June 1941 he stated that he was not a member
of the Nazi Party or an affiliated group.

Soukup was replaced by Rudolf Thiel. A qualified bookbinder, he had worked in
various companies since 1922 as an office clerk or assistant with periods of unemploy-
ment in between, in some cases quite lengthy (e.g. from 1932 to 1938). He was
employed by the Academy from 1 June 1940 to replace Ferdinand Weiss, who had
been drafted into the armed forces. Thiel too had been called up for service of several
weeks duration, with a start date as soon as 8 October 1940. The Academy attempted
to prevent this in the fall of 1940, stating that Thiel was currently the only attendant
available to the Academy for the most urgent business. He is responsible for heating all
rooms (seven large rooms and halls), keeping order in the Academy library (20,000 vol-
umes), for the daily mail, and in particular for the monthly dispatch of the Academys
scientific publications abroad, a function that needs to be maintained for propaganda
reasons, that involves the packing, franking, and shipment of several hundred packages.
The Academy’s intensive efforts to retain Thiel were successful only until 20 May
1942. After he had been drafted, Thiel was held in custody in Munich for a period in
1943 for allegedly listening to a Swiss radio station in the summer of 1943. After the
war, from which Thiel and Weiss both returned, Thiel took over the now retired
Soukup’s functions. He was responsible for the library and publication archive and
retired on 31 December 1967.°

The shoemaker Ferdinand Weiss, mentioned above, entered into employment at
the Academy on 10 February 1939. On 9 February 1940 the Academy reported to
the Ministry that Weiss, who had been referred to it from the Offfice of Employment, |...]
has a correct and positive political attitude. The Academy would also like to point out that
Ferdinand Weiss is used only for menial work such as carrying coal, heating the stoves,
cleaning rooms, taking messages, and the like. The statement in the letter written by the
district headquarters of the Nazi Party [Kreisleitung] that Ferdinand Weiss is sympathetic
to Jews is no doubt attributable to the fact that before the change Weiss had worked as a
clerk in a Jewish company for 10 years.

Weiss was drafted into the armed forces on 1 June 1940 and served in the Soviet
Union, Hungary, and Slovakia. He was given civil servant status on 13 January 1942
after Soukup’s retirement made a position vacant. From May until 27 August 1945
he was in a U.S. prisoner of war camp before taking up his employment at the Acad-
emy again. On 28 October 1947 his position was described as follows: work in the
publication archive, acceptance of incoming printed matter, care of same, dispatch to the
publishers and preparation for exchange of publications, registering book locations. Weiss
was named an Oberaufseher [senior supervisor] on 1 March 1960; he retired on

31 July 1969.

? See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 15 December 1967 (A 1181).
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Fig. 41: Official stamp of the Academy Fig. 42: Official seal of the Academy

The accountants

Leopold Liegler was recruited on 19 June 1913 on probation as an assistant to the
accountant with a monthly salary of K 140.00 and employed on 1 January 1914 as
Rechnungsassistent [accounts assistant]. His application to replace Kohl as First Actu-
ary in 1924 was unsuccessful. After the departure of the accountant Streicher, Liegler
took over his position in 1925 and managed the Academy’s double-entry bookkeep-
ing thereafter. He was a member of the Social Democratic Party from around 1924
until 1933 and of the Varerlindische Front from 1934 to 1937. He was a good friend
of Karl Kraus and was himself a literary scholar and critic. At his request, the Acad-
emy applied in June 1945 for Liegler’s retirement, as he had not been able to carry out
his functions as head of accounts since August 1942 on account of a serious heart
complaint.'® Liegler retired at the end of February 1946.

On 13 October 1949, the Osterreichische Zeitung wrote about Liegler, who had
died shortly beforehand: 7hose who had the opportunity of meeting the late Leopold
Liegler in late 1944 and early 1945 would not have thought it possible that this deathly
ill man with his weakened, crippled body would continue to live for several months. But
in this organism dwelt a tough, strong spirit, kept alive by the passionate wish to experience
the end of the hated Nazi rule, and this stubborn will not only rescued Liegler but, after
the liberation of Vienna, seemed to transform him from a terminally ill man into a healthy,
Sflourishing, and rejuvenated person. With fiery enthusiasm he set about the work pressing
Sfrom all sides of building up a new state.

Liegler was assisted by Marie Repototschnig, née Calabek. She worked in the
Academy from 1 November 1911 to 31 December 1915 as a Chancellery assistant
and thereafter — after her employment had been confirmed — as Kanzleioffiziantin
[chancellery officiant] and, from 1 March 1925, as bookkeeping assistant. In a letter

10 See AOAW, PA Leopold Svajda, Academy to District Military Command of 24 August 1942.


http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/chancery.html
http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/officiant.html
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to the Presiding Committee of 25 November 1938 she wrote that she bad sympa-
thized with the Party in every respect, as could be seen from the enclosed confirmation from
the N.S.D.A.P" This must have come to the attention of the authorities in power at the
time because in the crisis of 1934, I received a warning from the Vaterlindische Front,
City Center, via the Presiding Committee of the Academy regarding my political behavior.
[...] Only through the benevolent and protective intervention of the Presiding Committee
was 1 saved from disaster.'* She retired on 1 April 1941 because of health reasons.

Her successor was the jurist Leopold Svajda, who had worked previously in the
Ministry of Finance, which was dissolved at the end of fiscal year 1940/41. From
2 December 1940 he completed a fully satisfactory four-month probationary period"
and thereafter took over Repototschnig’s position in the Academy. Officially, with
effect from 1 April 1941, Svajda is appointed Steuersekretiir [tax commissioner] with
secondment to the Registrar of academic institutions of higher education in Vienna (which
should read Academy of Sciences) and transferred to Section P of the Oberfinanzprisidium
[higher tax office]."* In August 1942 he was classified as “indispensable” until further
notice and hence exempted from military service; after May 1942 he was solely
responsible for the Academy accounts because of Liegler’s ill-health." From 22 Febru-
ary to 1 March 1945 he completed officer training in the “Volkssturm” [German home
guard made up of old men and boys during the last months of World War II]. He
belonged neither to the Nazi Party nor to any afhiliated group.

After Liegler retired at the end of February 1946, Svajda officially became Acad-
emy accountant. The Academy wrote to the Federal Ministry of Education in 1950
in connection with an application to promote Svajda to the grade Dienstpostengruppe
1V It is not least thanks to bis vigilance, willingness, and conscientiousness that the library
stacks, whose contents are worth millions, survived the most difficult war and post-war
period without any losses.'® Svajda was appointed Amissekretiir [department secretary]

" AOAW, PA Marie Repototschnig, letter from the Vienna Nazi Party Gau leadership of
24 November 1938: It is hereby confirmed that the husband of Mrs. Marie Repototschnig, Pg. Lud-
wig Repototschnig, has been a member of the N.S.D.A.L since 1934 and was an enthusiastic mem-
ber during the illegal period and with his wife’s knowledge generously provided the illegal formations
with food. Pg. Repototschnig was also imprisoned for some time for Nazi activities. He and his wife
are in every way reliable and politically unblemished. A letter from district headquarter VII
(Kreisleitung VII) of the Vienna Gau of the Nazi Party of 7 July 1939 confirmed her as an Old
Comrade of the Ostmark [...] because she demonstrated exceptional service to the Party before
11 March 1938. Ibid.

2 AOAW, PA Marie Repototschnig.

13 AOAW, PA Leopold Svajda, Academy to Registrar of academic institutions of higher education
of 18 March 1941.

14 AOAW, PA Leopold Svajda, explanation of the Registrar of academic institutions of higher
education in Vienna to the Academy of 26 August 1941.

15 See AOAW, PA Leopold Svajda, Academy to District Military Command of 24 August 1942.

16 AOAW, PA Leopold Svajda, letter of 4 July 1950.



84 Stefan Sienell

on 1 January 1945 and wirklicher Amtsrat [full department head] on 1 July 1955. He
retired at the end of 1961.

On 20 October 1942 Lucia Freiberg began work at the Academy as a wartime
assistant and was employed as a middle grade civil servant in the accounts depart-
ment. Her recruitment had been necessary on account of Liegler’s ill-health. She was
promoted in 1947 to the Gehobener Fachdienst [upper grade civil servant]. On
1 January 1962 she succeeded Svajda as head of accounts and retired with the rank of
Amisdirektorin [department director] at the end of May 1983.

The janitor

Fig. 43: Marie Hesch

Marie Hesch succeeded her husband, Emerich Hesch, as janitor of the Academy
after his death in April 1939. It is thanks to her great personal commitment that the
Academy building and its contents were protected from plundering after the libera-
tion of Vienna in 1945. When she reached the age of 65 her employment as a clean-
ing lady was terminated by the Ministry with effect from 31 December 1953, but she
continued to work as janitor."” She left at her own request on 15 November 1956 on
health grounds. After requesting the further payment of a small monthly allowance,'®

17 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 23 October 1953 (A 1060).
18 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 9 November 1956 (A 1084).
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she received the proceeds of a collection among the Academy members, which were

handed to her at a small farewell celebration.
Stefan Sienell

Fig. 44: Questionnaire Marie Hesch 1945






The revision of the Statutes

In the Bundesgesetzblatt fiir die Republik Osterreich [Federal Law Gazette of the Repub-
lic of Austria] of 14 October 1921 (BGBL. No. 569), paragraph 3 states: “The Acad-
emy of Sciences in Vienna shall function on the basis of Statutes whose validity must
be confirmed by the Federal President.” The Statutes (Sazzung), confirmed in 1922
and augmented with an Amendment in 1925, were replaced in 1938 by Provisional
Statutes.'

Already at the extraordinary General Assembly of 25 March 1938, a Statutes
Commission was set up consisting of the ordinary members Hochstetter, Schweidler,
Srbik, Durig, Hartmann, Himmelbauer, Mache, Spith, Redlich, Wenger, Hirsch,
Meister, Radermacher, and Dopsch, as well as the corresponding member inland
Ficker.” In order to meet the changed circumstances, the Commission was charged
with drafting new Statutes that conformed with the legal situation of the German
academies. The Advisory Commission was also charged with formulating the new
By-Laws necessitated by the new Statutes.?

At the General Assembly of 8 April 1938, Secretary General Egon Schweidler gave
a first report on the work of the Advisory Commission and presented a draft of the
new Statutes. The draft was discussed paragraph by paragraph and finally adopted
with minor changes. The final stylistic editing was reserved for the Presiding Com-
mittee, whereupon the new Statutes were to be forwarded for approval to Berlin.* The
correspondence was not undertaken directly with Berlin, however, but with the
Department of Interior and Cultural Affairs, section IV, in Vienna. This section also
conveyed to the Academy the new Statutes (albeit still titled Provisional) as approved
by the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture as per the decree of 22 July
1938. President Heinrich Srbik reported to the General Assembly of 21 October
1938 on the establishment of the new Statutes and the changes, emphasizing his
gratitude for the support of Oberregierungsrar [senior councilor] Hans Huber, who
headed the Austria Office in the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture
in Berlin. In this function Huber also played a significant role in the “cleansing” of
Austrian universities in 1938.

The changes to some points in the Statutes resulted simply out of the need to
adapt to the provisions of the German academies. Thus, in accordance with the Ger-
man usage full members were called ordinary members and the separation of corre-
sponding members between those in Austria and those abroad was abolished. While

! See Kopetz (20006), Akademie, pp. 139-42.

2 See AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 25 March 1938 (A 933).

3 See AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 25 March 1938 (A 933), and AOAW, Minutes of
General Assembly of 21 October 1938 (A 939).

4 See AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 8 April 1938 (A 935).

5 See AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 21 October 1938 (A 939).
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Fig. 45: Academy building (1935)
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the task of the Academy had been to promote science “in every way,” whereby “when
carrying out its duties, it has the right to support and assistance from the Federal
Government,”® the Academy’s tasks were now defined as the advancement of science
“in the service of the German people”; “[the Academy] is under the special protection
of the Reich.”” At the General Assembly of 8 March 1940, President Srbik was to
notify the members that some smaller changes in the Statutes had become necessary.®

In 1941, Minister Rust then attempted to adapt the Statutes of the Vienna Acad-
emy to those of the other German academies. President Srbik informed the General
Assembly on 17 October 1941 about this; the minutes state, however: 7he President
reported on the draft of the Academy Statutes received from the Reich Minister during the
academic holidays and requested the belated approval of the objections and suggestions he
had made. The Academy as a whole granted the belated approval.?

At the General Assembly of 2 July 1943, he pointed out that the Minister of Sci-
ence, Education, and Culture had envisaged earmarking a net Reich subsidy for the
Academy, while maintaining its legal autonomy."

The original number of 66 full (now: ordinary) members, 33 in each Section, was
retained, although now instead of 17, at least 22 members of each Section were to
reside in or near Vienna. If a member transferred his residence outside the “Land of
Austria” while maintaining Reich citizenship, ordinary membership was to be retained
but it was not to be included in the maximum number of members. If a current ordi-
nary member became a citizen of a foreign country, his membership was automati-
cally re-designated as corresponding member abroad. The total number of corre-
sponding members was to remain at 160, of which each Section was to have 80.
While up to this point the number of nationals in each Section had been limited to
35 and that of foreigners to 45, it was now determined that of the 80 corresponding
members in each Section, at least 55 were to have Reich citizenship. Of these, at least
25 nationals had to have their domicile in the “Land of Austria.” Of the foreign cor-
responding members, however, “German ethnicity is to be represented accordingly.”
The number of honorary members was limited to a maximum of eight for the Acad-
emy, elected by both Sections, and to a maximum of ten per Section."

Probably the most significant change in the Statutes had to do with the election
and confirmation of elected members, because here is where the deepest intervention
in the Academy’s autonomy occurred: Paragraph 7 of the Statutes formerly read, as it

did again after 1945 and still does today: “Through the completed election, the

¢ BGBLI. of 14 October 1921, No. 569, §2.

7 The Provisional Statutes are printed in the Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), pp. 9-16, but also
in Meister (1947), Geschichte, pp. 240-2, here: §2.

8 See AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 8 March 1940 (A 951).

2 AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 17 October 1941 (A 965).

10 AOAW, Minutes of General Assembly of 2 July 1943 (A 980).

" Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 11. See also Meister (1947), Geschichre, p. 181.
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Fig. 46: Statute of 1922, §§ 7 and 8

elected persons shall automatically acquire the rights of membership.”'* It now read:
“The completed election must be confirmed by the Minister of Science, Education,
and Culture. The confirmation may be withdrawn.”'* And while until then paragraph
8 stated that the election of the members of the Presiding Committee had to be con-
firmed by the Federal President, the new Statutes limited the rights of the Academy
in that it could merely propose persons coming from the ranks of the ordinary mem-
bers for nomination to the Minister for Science, Education, and Culture. The
appointment was a matter for the Reich Minister. And whereas in the old Statutes the
principle of collegiality was emphasized: “The Presiding Committee is made up of a
President, a Vice-President and two Secretaries,”'* it now read: “At the head of the

12 Statutes of 1922, and Amendment of 26 February 1925 in the Almanach for 1937, 87 (1937),
p. 13.

13 Provisional Statutes in the Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 12.

1 Statutes of 1922, and Amendment of 26 February 1925 in the Almanach for 1937, 87 (1937),
p. 13.
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Fig. 47: Statute of 1938, §§ 7 and 8

Academy is the President of the Academy. He is represented and supported by a Vice-
President and two Secretaries.”"

Reich Minister Rust was able to impose a change of Statutes on the Berlin Acad-
emy in which the “Fiihrer principle,” the strict application of the Reich-Citizen Law,
as well as a relaxing of the geographical restrictions for ordinary members were expli-
citly defined. In contrast, the Statutes of the Vienna Academy were subject to relatively
small changes, and thus offered few opportunities for enforcing the “Fiihrer princi-
ple” at the Vienna Academy.

The contents of paragraphs 9 to 11, in which the tasks of the Presiding Committee
and members’ rights were set out, were not changed. In paragraph 12, which had
previously also explicitly regulated postage and fee waivers as well as tax exemptions,
and had also guaranteed the Academy the right to “utilize the active support of federal
and regional authorities for projects of its own or which it had arranged,” the relevant
provisions were replaced by the phrase “the scholarly activities of the Academy shall

15 Provisional Statutes in the Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 12.
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be promoted by the Reich and state agencies.” While paragraph 15 had previously
stated that the statements of accounts were to be examined by the independent Rech-
nungshof [Court of Auditors], this control was now exercised by the responsible Min-
istry itself. In contrast, the other parts of the old Statutes were adopted virtually
unchanged, with any changes only concerning language conformity. New, however,
was an additional paragraph 20, in which it was stated: “The By-Laws and Amend-
ments to the Statutes and By-Laws are subject to the approval of the Minister for
Science, Education, and Culture.”'®

It has frequently been pointed out that these Statutes were also remarkable in that
the “Land of Austria” is mentioned more than once (and indeed until 1945). In the
spring of 1938 this definitely still corresponded to official usage. Thus announcement
of the federal law of 13 March 1938 in connection with the “Anschluss” also spoke of
the “reunification of Austria with the German Reich.” It was only on 24 May 1938
that the “Land of Austria” was divided into seven Gaue [highest regional organiza-
tional units of the Nazi Party]. This meant that in the course of 1938, Austria was also
linguistically extinguished and replaced by the term “Ostmark.” A Fiihrer decree of
1942 introduced the official designation Danube and Alpenreich Gaue. The contin-
ued existence, year after year and thus at a time when it had already officially long
been suppressed, of the expression “Land of Austria’’ in Provisional Statutes as
printed in the Almanach at least reflects a certain stubbornness on the part of the
Academy as an institution.'®

The Provisional Statutes shared the fate of so many provisional matters: they
remained in force throughout the Nazi era and were replaced in 1945 by the original
Statutes of 1922, including their Amendment of the year 1925.

Herbert Matis

16 Provisional Statutes in the Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 16.

17 'This is also pointed out by Graf-Stuhlhofer (1995), Akademie, pp. 135 and 159.

'8 But even departments in the so-called Altreich still used this designation in the 1940s, and
some firms retained the term “Austria” in their company names throughout the Nazi era.



I.3. NEW PROGRAMMATIC AND
STRUCTURAL ORIENTATION

Speeches by Academy President Heinrich (von) Srbik
at the Ceremonial Sessions

The highpoint of the Ceremonial Session, which according to the By-Laws was to
take place every year on or near the date of the foundation of the Academy on 30 May,
was the speech by the Academy President, in which he went into the Academy’s
current problems or gave programmatic statements on its academic policy.

The official speech given by President Oswald Redlich in 1937 in celebration of
the ninetieth anniversary of the Academy’s founding was still in this tradition, as it
pointed out the function of scholarship and research in society: “The urge for knowl-
edge is a divine spark in the human breast. Science serves this urge, it investigates
nature and all works of mankind. It is an achievement of the nineteenth century,
which is now so often vilified for having devised and defined the demand for strict
scientific research and method for this sacred urge, in other words the spirit of free
but critically controlled, truthful, and impartial striving for knowledge. It is the
exalted task and duty of science and thus of academies of science to consciously
adhere to, uphold, and defend this achievement.”

In the first Ceremonial Session after the “Anschluss”, held exceptionally not in the
spring but on 23 November 1938, the new President Heinrich Srbik gave an unusu-
ally long address on the theme: “German scholarship and the Vienna Academy in the
Greater German Reich.” Among other points, Srtbik emphasized “the community of
blood, soil, spirits, and hearts, and the epochal changes in the body of the people and
the Reich.” He did not fail to mention the “incomparable creativity and will of the
Fiihrer,” which had brought about this “national drive of immense depth and potency
in the people.”” The prevailing zeitgeist — and probably a personal verbal gesture on
the part of the speaker — was reflected in an overblown pathos that is alien to us today.
The use at every possible opportunity in the speeches by Academy Presidents docu-
mented in the Almanachs for the years 1938 to 1943 of phrases such as “deutsche
Volksgemeinschaft” [“German people’s community”], “service to the German people,”
“decision-making power of the spiritual and moral element,” “spiritual overarching of
peoples,” “spiritual homeland front,” “fertility of the German spirit,” or “idea of the
eternal Reich” also have a disturbing effect.

' Almanach for 1937, 87 (1937), p. 183.
* Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), pp. 163—4.
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Fig. 48: Program of the Ceremonial Session 1938

“How could the Academy of Sciences in Vienna, now that Austria had entered the
Greater German Reich and the age-old yearning for a greater German community of
states has been fulfilled, how could the supreme academic community on the soil of
the old Ostmark stand apart when Austria has again become the Ostmark of the
united German People’s state and the Reich has been enlarged and enriched by mil-
lions of Germans?™ [...] “Our Academy links up organically with its German past by
placing itself with fervor and a sense of duty in the service of the greater German
People’s state.”

3 Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 164.
* Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 169.
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Fig. 49: Srbik bust with quotes from his speeches

Srbik then spoke of “the question of the entitlement to exist of the old major
research communities, the German academies of sciences”™ and emphasized in this
regard: “Scholarship of a creative nature is in its most profound sense not an end in
itself, but in the service of something higher. It must experience the here and now of
its own people and of peoples and influence its design. [...] If it does not want to
waste its best energies, scholarship should not set itself apart from life and people or
lose itself in impossible ideas of complete objectivity, which can never be attained.”

Compared with Redlich’s speeches, Srbik’ makes disproportionate use of the
words “German,” “Germany,” and “German-ness,” which occur in practically every
second sentence. This is in keeping with the start of his speech in 1938, in which he
confirms the “continuity of the national idea in the Vienna Academy.” Word frequency

> Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 165.

¢ Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), pp. 165, 169-70.

7 The speeches by Redlich and Srbik lend themselves to comparison insofar as opening addresses
by Presidents were given continuously after 1919. See Festgabe (1958). Redlich’s nineteen
speeches between 1919 and 1937 consisted of around 13,000 words, while Srbik’s speeches
between 1938 and 1943 amounted to just under 8,000; his 1944 speech was not published in
1945.
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comparison also shows that apart from the inflationary use of “German,” the words
“people,” “Reich,” and “spirit” also appear frequently. For Redlich, by contrast, who
in general had a wider vocabulary, we find frequent use of the words “Austria,”
“research,” and “activity.” A comparison on the basis of the keywords “national” and
“international” also shows that Redlich repeatedly emphasized the international
dimension of science and research, in particular the international association of acad-
emies in the world (1919, 1922, 1924, 1927, 1931), whereas Srbik mentions this
dimension much less. He interprets the promotion of the international scientific col-
laboration of the Academy rather as a contribution to the “honor of the German
name in the world” (1938).> A comparison on the basis of the words “serve” and
“scholarship” reveals the fundamental difference in the two speakers’ conception of
scholarship. On several occasions, Redlich emphasizes on that scholarship primarily
serves human knowledge, and (at the end of his 1937 speech) demands of it and of
the Academy in particular that it should “uphold and defend the spirit of free but
critically controlled, truthful, and impartial striving for knowledge.” In SrbiK’s
speeches, by contrast, scholarship is seen almost exclusively in the service of the Ger-
man people, being placed “in the service of a new awareness of the truth and of the
people’s honor, power, national unity, and freedom, and of the new idealism experi-
enced by our people,”’® so that the work of the Academy — referred to on several
occasion as “service to the people” — should prove itself, for example, “in works that
serve the German race, the German language, and questions of German national
character, German soil, German law, and German art, German family and genealogy.”"!
An analysis of the citations used also reveals a manifest break with tradition in 1938.
Whereas Redlich is very keen to point to the Academy’s continuity through his recur-
rent (eight) references to the the start its history in the revolutionary year of 1848 on
the one hand, and through numerous mentions of earlier Presidents and tributes to
various members and their research on the other, only two quotations in Srbik’s 1938
speech (apart from the standard expression of thanks to Redlich) make reference to
the Academy’s tradition, and the two names — Leibniz and Grillparzer — are instru-
mentalized to highlight the connection between Austrian and German history.

8 Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 167.
9 Almanach for 1937, 87 (1937), p. 183.
10 Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 176.
" Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 177.
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Fig. 50: Auditorium at the Ceremonial Session 1939

The 1939 Ceremonial Session once again took place in spring, as was customary.
The President’s speech on this occasion was greatly affected by the incorporation of
Sudetenland into the German Reich and the subsequent liquidation of Czechoslova-
kia, and the occupation of rump Czechoslovakia by the Wehrmacht [armed forces]
and the creation of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. From Srbik’s point of
view, “the reorganization of the center of Europe through a grand idea has brought
about great progress: [...] precious German ethnic soil has been returned to the
Reich, and all the clouds that form, all the storms that could break out, will be unable
to harm the solid structure of the German political body.”**

The start of World War II, however, soon caused the initial euphoria about “the
reorganization of the center of Europe” to fade away. In his relatively short speech of
1940, Srbik opined: “In the earth-shattering struggle of peoples and states that we are
experiencing today, organizations for intellectual work such as our Academy of Sci-
ences, do not, as a whole, have a widely audible voice.” The commitment to the Ger-
man people was, of course, present again, although on this occasion linked with the
hope for peace in the near future: “The Academy as an intellectual community serves
the German people and the Greater German Reich in immutable loyalty in time of
war, as it will serve it when peace returns, and through the medium of its own people

12 Almanach for 1939, 89 (1940), p. 166.
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italso serves humanity. [...]. May a German peace illuminate our Ceremonial Session
next year!”"?

In his opening address in 1941, Srbik was forced to admit that an end to the war
was not in sight: “The hope I spoke of a year ago has not yet been fulfilled: that a
German peace would illuminate our Ceremonial Session. The immeasurable efforts
in Germany’s struggle for a new order in Europe and even in the world have not yet
ended, the struggle on land and at sea continues to rage [...]. It is a millennial task
with the most intense sense of responsibility that the German people has once again
taken on today. German scholarship has no less duty in this people’s task than the
German sword and the German sense of beauty: German culture should radiate
throughout the world, and the fertility of the German intellect should also fructify
other peoples. Out of its loyalty to the people, the Reich, and the Fiihrer, the Acad-
emy of Sciences in Vienna will also do its German duty. [...]. From such knowledge,
strength and assurance of victory also flow to us, who can serve our people only with
our intellect and not with weapons as well.”*4

On the day of the Ceremonial Session of the Academy in 1942, the President
spoke of the need to take sides: “The side we take is that of the German people and
Reich; the intellectual work must also incorporate and subordinate its own personal-
ity and creativity to it.” Srbik also appealed for the “joyful fulfillment of duty to serve
Germany” — which applied equally to the researcher in the hinterland as the “soldiers
at the front.”" Following the reports by the two Secretaries, the newly elected honor-
ary member of the Academy, Nazi writer Erwin Guido Kolbenheyer, gave a speech on
“the ethnic biological function of spiritual life and spiritual education.”'

In the 1943 Ceremonial Session the President again spoke of the “commitment of
loyalty to the people and the Reich” in the “difficult years of Germany’s world strug-
gle, and the global task of our German cultural work,” of the “purest and most intense
pan-German sentiments.” He also announced his “conviction that the idea of the
Reich and a new world order demands the sacrifice of one’s own life for the nation’s
mission and generates new life.” He even went as far as to say that one must “burn
pure life itself in order to brighten the world as a sacrificial flame.” Regarding the war
of the German Reich against the Soviet Union he stated: “The realm of Goethe and
Beethoven, the German judicial and economic system, European order and civiliza-
tion, will extend to wherever the marching boots of the German musketeer will
stop.””

This was the last of Srbik’s speeches to be printed in the Academy Almanach. In
the Almanach for 1944, which was not published until 1946, it says merely: “The
President of the Academy of Sciences, Prof. Dr. Heinrich R. v. Srbik, opened the

B Almanach for 1940, 90 (1941), pp. 155-6.
Y Almanach for 1941, 91 (1941), pp. 167-9.
5 Almanach for 1942, 92 (1942), pp. 169-70.
16 Almanach for 1942, 92 (1942), pp. 322-48.
7 Almanach for 1943, 93 (1943), pp. 171-3.
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Fig. 51: Srbik’s speech at the 1942 Ceremonial Session, beginning

Ceremonial Session by welcoming the guests in a speech and handed the floor to the
Secretary General for his report on the Academy as a whole and the Section for Math-
ematics and the Natural Sciences, and then to the Secretary for his report on the
Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences.”"®

At the beginning of this Almanach it says: “Publication of the Almanach for 1944
is delayed on account of the destruction of the first composition by a bomb on the
state printing works and the need to reconstruct the manuscript. The details regard-
ing the Presiding Committee and members nevertheless reflect, in accordance with
the purpose of the Almanach of gathering material for the history of the Academy, the
situation in 1944 on the cutoff date of 31 December 1944, and the addresses of the
members are also unchanged. By contrast, it appeared unnecessary to include the

1% Almanach for 1944, 94 (1946), p. 101.
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Statutes of the Academy and the Reich Association of German Academies of Sciences,
which the changed circumstances have invalidated, or provisions regarding founda-
tions, legacies, and gifts, which are in need of revision and review, or the list of insti-
tutes receiving the publications of the Academy of Sciences.

Vienna, February 1946.

For the Presiding Committee

of the Academy of Sciences:

J. Keil,

Secretary General.”"?

Herbert Matis

9 Almanach for 1944, 94 (1946), p. 1.
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The permanent destruction of the Institute for Experimental
Biology and its academic staff

Today only a street name recalls the existence of a research facility that wrote biologi-
cal and medical history in the first decades of the twentieth century. In February
1957, Vivariumsstrasse in the Prater was named after the magnificent building built at
the start of the Prater’s Hauptallee for the Vienna World’s Fair in 1873, functioning
initially as an aquarium and known after 1888 as the Vivarium. After this and many
other exhibition projects had come to nothing, three young and wealthy biologists
from the Jewish bourgeoisie purchased the building in 1902: the zoologist Hans
Przibram, just 28 years old, and the botanists Wilhelm Figdor (36) and Leopold
Portheim (33). This triumvirate transformed the building into a private research
institute, to which they gave the programmatic name the Institute for Experimental
Biology (Biologische Versuchsanstalt, BVA). In subsequent years it developed into
one of the leading research centers for experimental biology in the world.!

Equipped with what was, at that time, state-of-the-art laboratory infrastructure
— including new types of temperature chambers — the researchers were attempting, as
in chemistry and physics, to answer major biological questions by means of experi-
ment. In so doing, they made the Institute for Experimental Biology into a sort of
“breeding ground” of modern biology and a model for research institutes from New
York to Moscow. Not only the infrastructure, but also the organization of the research
was highly innovative: Scholars from different disciplines worked together, and labo-
ratory facilities were made available to a constant stream of colleagues from Austria
and other countries. Many doctoral theses by students at the University of Vienna —
including that in 1910 of the later Nobel Prize winner Karl Frisch — were written at
the Institute for Experimental Biology.

The research work most well known today to be conducted at the Institute for
Experimental Biology were the spectacular breeding experiments by the eccentric
zoologist Paul Kammerer, the first employee of the Institute for Experimental Biology
who committed suicide following accusations of falsification that remain unresolved
to this day. The researcher, who was very well reputed in his day, attempted to dem-
onstrate the heritability of acquired characteristics in amphibians, but also carried out
important work on the mutability of sex characteristics, and the significance of

! Some new articles have recently appeared about the Institute for Experimental Biology and its
history; see Hofer (2001), Goldscheid, or Coen (2006), Fin-de-Siécle Wien. The best work
remains Reiter (1999), Zerstort. The documentary novel by Lorenz (1952), Sieg, is still also
worth reading, in particular pp. 127-234, 339-48.
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Fig. 52: The Vivarium

cooperation in evolution.” The physiologist Eugen Steinach has also recently been
rediscovered. From 1912 onwards he headed his own department in the Institute for
Experimental Biology and was a pioneer in hormone research.’> Steinach, who was
nominated for the Nobel Prize five times, became world-famous for his anti-aging
operation, which Sigmund Freud, among others, underwent. “To be steinached” was
a common expression in the 1920s, and became so well known even in English that
newspapers used it without further explanation. But many other researchers also con-
tributed to the high regard in which the Institute for Experimental Biology was held
and hence to the reputation of the Academy of Sciences, which became the owner of
the institute in 1914.

In order to safeguard the existence of their private institute in the medium term,
the three founders donated their unique facility to the Academy on 1 January 1914
after long-drawn-out negotiations. Moreover, Przibram, Portheim, and Figdor,
together with Prizbram’s brother Karl, supplied 300,000 krone to establish a founda-
tion, an sum equivalent to over 2 million Euros today. After 1918 the institute suf-
fered not only from the difficult economic conditions but also from the growing
anti-Semitism of professors at the University of Vienna. Paul Kammerer, for example,
was refused the title of extraordinary professor in 1918/19 for political and “racial”

2 It is hard to obtain an overview of the literature on Kammerer; even without more recent pub-
lications. The three best works remain Koestler (1971), Case; Hirschmiiller (1991), Kammerer,
and Gliboff (2006), Kammerer.

3 See, for example, Stoft (2004), Jugend, and Walch (2011), Sexualhormone.
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reasons and thus abandoned his university career. Kammerer’s main opponent was
the paleontologist Othenio Abel who, in 1926, was motivated by anti-Semitism to
prevent the habilitation of the zoologist Leonore Brecher and her colleague Paul
Weiss, Hans Przibram’s closest collaborators, who then left Austria for this reason.? In
turn, Przibram himself had no chance of obtaining one of the two vacant zoology
professorships in 1925 despite his impressive scientific achievements. In spite of the
adverse circumstances and the lack of support from the Academy — Przibram was in
a weak position within the university and was not a member of the Academy — he
managed to keep the research going. Between 1914 and 1939, 284 papers, some of
them of book length, came out of the institute’s laboratories and were published by
the Academy. Since 1903 over 250 researchers (around a quarter of them women)
had worked there, either unpaid or funded almost exclusively from external sources.’

Fig. 53: Work station in the Vivarium (1931)

4 See Taschwer (2013), Geheimsache, and Taschwer (2012), Andenken.

> According to unpublished research by Sabine Brauckmann. Gerd Miiller has calculated that
175 BVA papers totaling 5,056 pages appeared in the Archiv fiir Entwicklungsmechanik der
Organismen, the leading international journal in this field at the time. Quoted in Markl (2002),
Keimzelle.
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Fig. 54: Vivarium staff (1936)
Seated center: Leopold Portheim; standing 3rd from 1.: Franz Kock

With the “Anschluss” came the onset of tragedy for the 35-year-old Institute for
Experimental Biology. While the Academy’s Presiding Committee carried out its
exclusion of members for political and “racial” reasons after March 1938 in a bureau-
cratic and measured fashion, and in some cases only on the explicit order of the
Reichsstatthalterei [office of the Reich Governor],® its attitude toward the Institute for
Experimental Biology was quite the opposite. The first act of destruction was exe-
cuted with military precision. The main parties responsible were Fritz Knoll, who had
already been elected on 20 January 1938 to the Academy curatorium of the Institute
for Experimental Biology,” and Franz Kock, who had succeeded Paul Weiss in 1927
as Adjunkr [administrative official] at the Institute for Experimental Biology, although
he had been employed only as a specialist for the technical apparatus. Kéck announced
his National Socialist sympathies after 1938 and claimed a leading position for him-
self under the new political regime. On 17 March he ordered the conditional closure
of the institute as well as preparations for its reorganization.® It is likely that the locks

¢ This was the text of the letter of 23 November 1942, in which the Nazi representative criticized
Heinrich Srbik’s ‘wait and see’ attitude. OStA-AdR, Gauakt Heinrich Srbik, BMI/GA 49317.

7 From January 1938 the curatorium also included physicist and Academy Secretary Egon
Schweidler, zoologist Karl Grobben, physiologist Arnold Durig, physical chemist Hermann
Franz Mark, and geneticist and botanist Erich Tschermak-Seysenegg. Knoll was immediately
appointed chairman.

8 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 2.
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Fig. 55: Letter by Knoll of 4 April 1938
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were changed already at this time and Jewish staff prevented from entering. On
4 April 1938 Fritz Knoll ordered Party comrade University Professor Dr. Victor Junk,
Actuary of the Academy of Sciences, together with Mrs. Marie Repototschnig, accounting
assistant of the Academy of Sciences, to take over as signatories for the fund of the Institute
for Experimental Biology [...] and the ordinary account |...].The former signatories
Univ.-Prof. Hans Przibram and Leopold von Portheim are hereby relieved of their signing
authority.’

The next day Kock was officially confirmed as sub-authorized agent for the Insti-
tute for Experimental Biology. And on 13 April 1938, a month and a day after the
“Anschluss”, the Academy direction issued the following order, which could not have
been more cynical: 7he Institute for Experimental Biology is to be closed from 6 p.m. this
day for cleaning work that cannot be delayed and will remain closed until 25 April. At
8 a.m. on 26 April the Institute will be reopened to those members of staff who have
applied for and been issued passes. The work places are to be left in proper condition by
6 p.m. today. Temporary passes, which may be revoked at any time, will be issued for work
that cannot be postponed (care of animals, final work, etc.)."’ The letter was signed by
Knoll and the designated Academy President Heinrich Srbik.

From this time at the latest, Hans Przibram and Leopold Portheim, who had man-
aged the institute for over 35 years and had donated it to the Academy, were no
longer able to enter their institute. Przibram also had to abandon his private library.
Eugen Steinach, physiology department head, was on a lecture tour abroad in March
1938 and never returned to Austria before his death in 1944. His villa at Bocklin-
strasse 51 in the Pratercottage, a residential area between the Prater and the Danube
Canal with large patrician houses, was “aryanized.”

Of the other twenty-two male and eight female employees in March 1938, fifteen
were of Jewish descent. They were all required to leave the Institute for Experimental
Biology immediately; one other female and four other male researchers left ‘voluntar-
ily’ in March 1938. This meant that the institute lost all of its department heads and
two-thirds of its staff within a very short space of time. Egon Schweidler, Secretary
General of the Academy, described the situation in his report for 1938 in somewhat
less dramatic terms: “The Institute for Experimental Biology in the Prater is in the
process of reorganization in terms both of the design of the building and improve-
ments to the interior fittings, and the organization of its scientific activities.”"" Kock
formulated it more explicitly on 4 May 1940 in a letter to the Kurator der wissen-
schaftlichen Hochschulen [Registrar of academic institutions of higher education]: 7he
Jews were removed after the changeover and where money from the Institute for Experi-
mental Biology (private and state) was being used for the personal work of the Jews, Aryans

’ AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 2; see facsimile overleaf

10 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 2. See also AOAW, Biologische Versuchsanstalt
(Vivarium), Box 1, Folder 2.

" Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 188.
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Fig. 56: List of employees (1937-8)
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were paid with this money; Aryans being paid with this money remained in the Institute
for Experimental Biology. This was done so that the experience gained through years of
scientific work would not be lost.'* While the “Aryanization” of the funds was success-
ful, the continuation of research work was a disaster. The only serious researcher to
continue to work for a short time at the Institute for Experimental Biology after the
“Anschluss” was the botanist Josef Kisser. After 1945 he became a professor at what is
now the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, where he was rector three
times. K6ck’s own research, which consisted mainly of mixing sawdust with bran and
testing this for use as livestock feed, proved to be nonsense. The only thing that con-
tinued to function in any way was the public aquarium.

Following numerous complaints and accusations against Kock, Knoll was
appointed as “Gefolgschafisfiihrer” of the Institute for Experimental Biology on
8 November 1939 and thus became responsible for it. Kdck’s dismissal took effect on
1 October 1940, after he had brought about, amongst other things, #he destruction
of ponds and terraria, the closure of parts of the scientific collection and several display
cases, changes in the gardens, in short severe injury to the value of the institute.'* The
Vivarium continued to exist until 1943 as an aquarium, as it had started out 70 years
earlier. In June 1943 the Academy concluded an agreement with the Kaiser Wilhelm
Society that allowed the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Cultivated Plant Research to use
the institute’s facilities, greenhouses, and gardens for its experimental research.

But what happened to the former employees of the institute? In her book Biologen
unter Hitler [Biologists under Hitler], Ute Deichmann also discusses the zoology and
botany professors at German and Austrian universities who were expelled and mur-
dered by the Nazis. She starts with Hans Przibram, the only biology professor to die
in a concentration camp.” The director of the Institute for Experimental Biology
appears to have received an invitation from his former student Paul Weiss for the
United States, but he underestimated the dangers posed by the Nazis. Before war
broke out he was able to flee to the Netherlands, but they were occupied by German
troops in the spring of 1940. On 3 March 1941, Przibram asked Fritz Knoll for a
letter of support for his planned emigration to the United States. The letter was writ-
ten by Knoll with the permission of the head of the Nazi Association for University
Teachers Arthur Marchet, but the entire file was sent for a final decision to the Reich
Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture in Berlin, effectively invalidating the
letter from Vienna.'® In April 1943 the Nazis deported Hans Przibram and his wife
to Theresienstadt concentration camp, where Przibram’s suffering ended on 20 May
1944. He died of nutritional edema; his wife Elisabeth, who was also listed as an

12 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 2.

13 See AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 2, Knoll to Kock of 17 July 1940.

14 AOAW, Papers of Fritz Knoll, Box 1, Folder 2, unsigned letter of 3 June 1940, probably written
by Knoll, page 2.

1> See Deichmann (1995), Biologen, pp. 36—40.

16 See UAW/, Akademischer Senat, academic year 1939/40/41, ref. 1679.
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employee of the Institute for Experimental Biology in March 1938, committed sui-
cide the following day."”

These two were not the only Institute for Experimental Biology employees to meet
their death through the Nazi terror. The zoologist Leonore Brecher was another vic-
tim.'® Shortly after the “Anschluss” she went on an unpaid research trip to Cardiff but
had to return and was deported on 14 September 1942 from Vienna to the Maly
Trostinec extermination camp near Minsk, Belarus, and killed on 18 September, the
day of arrival.” All that is known of her colleague Martha Geiringer, a doctoral stu-
dent of Przibram, is that she was deported from Belgium to Auschwitz on 15 January
1943. The physiologist Heinrich Kun, Eugen Steinach’s closest colleague, died in an
unknown camp in Yugoslavia. Henriette Burchardt, also employed for several years
with Steinach, was deported on 24 September 1942 from Vienna to Theresienstadt
and from there to Auschwitz-Birkenau on 23 October 1944. Her precise date of
death is also unknown. The Institute for Experimental Biology was thus, relative to
its size, the research institute in Austria and the German Reich with the most victims
of National Socialism.

During the last days of the war in Vienna, the physical destruction of the building
itself took place, long after the staff had been forced to leave and the research activities
abandoned. According to the eye-witness account of long-standing institute employee
Albert Weiser, German combat units (SS and Wehrmacht) were quartered in the Insti-
tute for Experimental Biology with heavy armored fighting vehicles from 6 to 9 April
1945 and were responsible for the initial destruction. On 11 April 1945 a fire broke
out in several places at the same time in the Institute itself, probably as the result of an
incendiary shell, which raged for two days. It was impossible to fight the fire because of the
water shortage and, since the Institute was right in the combat area, the heavy shelling.*
What happened afterwards was described in 1947 in Richard Meister’s Geschichte der
Akademie der Wissenschafien: “The building of the Prater Institute for Experimental
Biology, 11., Hauptallee 1, was destroyed by fire in the last days of the war to such an
extent that there was no possibility of restoring it with the Academy’s resources.”!
Elsewhere he writes: “The available cash funds and proceeds from the sale of the
burnt-out building will be [...] used, as the founders would have wished, to build the
Biological Station in Lunz am See.””” There is also a paragraph about the work of the

7 On the fate of the Przibrams, see Przibram (1959), Przibram, p. 187; Koestler (1971), Case,
pp- 121-2, and Reiter (1999), Zerstort, pp. 611-2.

18 See Taschwer (2012), Andenken.

1% This and the following data were researched at www.yadvashem.org.

20 AOAW, Biologische Versuchsanstalt (Vivarium), Box 4, Folder 2, commemorative record of
events of April 1945.

21 Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 190.

22 Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 344. The question remains as to how those responsible in the
Academy were able to fathom the wishes of the founders, all of whom, with the exception of
Karl Przibram, were dead.
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Fig. 57: The destroyed Vivarium

Institute for Experimental Biology — but not a word about the fact that no other
Academy institute was harder hit by the events of 1938 to 1945. And, needless to say,
nothing about the fate of Elisabeth and Hans Przibram, Wilhelm Figdor, Eugen
Steinach, Leonore Brecher, Henriette Burchardt, Martha Geiringer, or Heinrich Kun.
In the media, at least, there were protests at the abandonment of the burnt ruins. On
20 October 1948, Neues Osterreich reported resignedly one last time about “the sell-
ing of biology” thus: “[...] at the heart of academia, in the traditional home of biology,
material and even moral forces appear to have failed. Goodbye Vivarium! [...] The
Academy of Sciences has sold the building it received as a gift.”

One person who cut out and kept this and other newspaper articles on the Insti-
tute for Experimental Biology, and who also collected further material on this research
institute before 1938 and after 1945, was Fritz Knoll. It is possible that the botanist
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had a guilty conscience about the complete destruction of the research institute that
had been entrusted to him. When he published two volumes on great Austrian natu-
ral scientists, engineers, and physicians in 1950 and 1957 on behalf of the Academy,
he had two opportunities to recall the great history of the research institute and to pay
tribute to its most important researchers. But the principle of repression was stronger:
Knoll did not write a single word about any of them. And in essence, the eradication
of the Institute for Experimental Biology from the collective memory of the history
of science continues to have an effect to this day; even now there is no comprehensive
portrayal of and tribute to this once world-famous institute of the Academy.

Klaus Taschwer






Transformations in research policy

In the history of the Academy of Sciences published in May 1947 as part of the cen-
tenary celebrations, the author, Vice-President Richard Meister, did not entirely cover
up the Academy’s activities during the Nazi era. On the contrary, he considered it to
provide convincing evidence that “the majority of the members [...] resisted the sub-
jugation of research to the primacy of politics.”" “The work of the Academy — in terms
of its business and the content and spirit of the work — was not significantly influ-
enced by the political transformation [...], and in the work carried out and published
during this time, [it] did not deviate from its position of research based on strict sci-
entific objectivity.”? That Meister’s description distorts and even completely deforms
the historical facts can be seen just from the fact that his contemporary, the ancient
historian and long-serving Secretary General of the Academy (1945-59) Josef Keil,
described it in the same year as one of the most effective pieces of propaganda for intel-
lectual Austria.® Meister’s claims are interesting for historians, however, because they
indirectly point to the ambivalent relationship to politics that could be perceived
among the Academy members after the “Anschluss” in 1938.

Scholarship and Politics — Alliances? Separate entities?

Within the Academy of Sciences some of the members adapted their research activi-
ties to National Socialist ideology; at the same time, others showed greater reserve in
their reaction to the political demands of the new authorities. In spite of the “rela-
tively small changes” in the Provisional Statutes (particularly regarding the admit-
tance of new members),* many full members, who thanks to the Academy Law and
Statutes had enjoyed a high degree of scientific autonomy during the First Republic,
saw the demands made by the Nazi authorities as a comparatively major transforma-
tion. In practice, the interference by the Nazi regime far exceeded the extent of polit-
ical intervention negotiated between the National Socialist authorities and the Acad-
emy and set out in the Provisional Statutes. It is not, therefore, surprising that some
Academy members also soon began to assert themselves.” At the same time, many
members sympathized with the Nazi Party and some were fervent National Socialists.
The academic community reacted ambivalently to the new political situation: there
was opportunistic adaptation by some members and individual attempts to resist
demands by others. There are a number of examples to illustrate this ambivalence.
Adaptation could be seen, for example, in the way in which, from 1938, the leading

! Meister (1947), Geschichre, pp. 181-2.

2 Meister (1947), Geschichte, pp. 183, 186.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 10 October 1947 (A 1013).

# Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 25; see also the essay in this volume by Herbert Matis, “The revi-
sion of the Statutes,” pp. 87-92.

> See Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 54—61.
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figures in the Academy’s institutions were replaced, as well as in the submissiveness

with which Academy members accepted the transfer of institutes to the Kaiser
Wilhelm Society. In the minutes of the meeting of 16 December 1938, it thus states:

The Ministry requested the Academys opinion on the proposal that Privatdozent [lecturer]

Dr. Gustav Ortner be nominated head of the Institute for Radium Research and as full
professor at the Department of Physics 11 of the University. Although the Statutes did not
permit interference of this type, the Academy decided 70 agree to the application by the
Vice-President [Egon Schweidler].® At the General Assembly of 27 October 1939, it
was announced that Ortner had been appointed head of the Department by the
Reich Minister of Science, Education, and Culture.” The transfer of institutes was

also — as mentioned above — acknowledged without further resistance: 7he Ministry of
Interior and Cultural Affairs, section IV, gives notice of the decree of the Reich Minister for
Science, Education, and Culture, that the further support of the two Kaiser Wilhelm Insti-
tutes, the Biological Station in Lunz and the Sonnblick Observatory, is no longer neces-
sary®

However, there were discernable signs of self-assertion among the academy mem-
bers. To prevent the political misuse of funds, the General Assembly decided on
8 March 1940 to add an additional paragraph to the Statutes for the Institute for
Radium Research relating to the Kupelwieser Fund dedicated to it, as follows: 7his
Fund shall be used by the Institute for Radium Research by agreement with the Curato-
rium _for PURELY SCIENTIFIC non-profit tasks [author’s emphasis] carried out by the
Radium Institute in accordance with the Statutes.’

Some members and staft of the Academy used the new regime as a springboard for
their careers. They did not stop at opportunistic adaptation, but took the initiative
and became actively involved in research activities aimed at substantiating political
beliefs. Active self-mobilization in both action and rhetoric attested to this. In the
72nd Mitteilungen [Bulletin] of the Phonogram Archive Commission, the new head
of the Archive, Walter Ruth, stated: “In keeping with the most recent demands, the
Phonogram Archive has set itself the task of promoting speech and singing education,
thereby putting itself at the service of Nazi education. [...] Its proud task of acting as
an outpost and preserver of German culture in the south-east should be an incentive
and commitment for us in the future.”'° The contract concluded by ordinary member
Viktor Christian between the in-house publishers of the Department of Oriental
Studies of the University of Vienna and the “Ahnenerbe” [Ancestral Heritage] Founda-
tion Publishing House gave control over the Academy’s series the Rudolf Pochs Nachlass

¢ AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 December 1938 (A 941).

7 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 27 October 1939 (A 948).

8 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 6 June 1939 (A 946).

9 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 8 March 1940 (A 951). See also Almanach for
1940, 90 (1941), p. 138. The Assembly is erroneously dated 15 March 1940.

1 Ruth (1941), Phonogrammarchiv, pp. 90-1.
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Fig. 58: Institute for Radium Research

[Rudolf Péch Papers] to the SS research institute.!! Its aim was to provide scientific
underpinning for the claim of supremacy of the Aryan race. The two volumes pub-
lished by the Academy’s P6ch Commission on the anthropology of Turkic peoples in
Russia (1941) and the Rassenkundliche Untersuchungen an Serben und Montenegrinern
(1943) were published by the Ahnenerbe” [Ancestral Heritage] Foundation Publish-
ing House in Berlin-Dahlem with, according to the title page “the support of the
Academy of Sciences in Vienna.”

This essay sheds some light on the self-assertion, opportunistic adaptation, self-
mobilization and involvement of the Academy. On this central issue of research, first

"' See BAB, NS 21/388 K., contract between the Department of Oriental Studies’ in-house
publishers and the Ahnenerbe” Foundation Publishing House of 14 December 1938.
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Fig. 59: Transfer of the Institute for Radium Research of 26 April 1938
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Fig. 60: Curatorium meeting of 12 May 1938
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pioneering studies have been published by Mitchell G. Ash and Albert Miiller who
focus specifically on the German Reich and on the University of Vienna.'? Regarding
the Vienna Academy of Sciences and a comparative approach between research insti-
tutions, there is still a large gap that can be closed only by way of a major research
project.

1938, or the so-called “new era”

In 1938, members of the Nazi Party were installed in leading positions in the scien-
tific institutions that had employees, if these institutions were not already headed by
illegal Nazis. The nomination processes revealed the opportunism of the Academy,
which abandoned some of the relative autonomy it still had in doing so. The follow-
ing tendency can be observed: In general, “racially” persecuted heads of the Academy’s
institutions were dismissed, as were some supporters of the authoritarian Stindestaat
[Corporate State]; they were replaced by illegal Nazis. With this “upheaval” in per-
sonnel, internationally acclaimed scientific practices built up over years among the
Academy institutions, as well as research programs and pioneering international
research institutes were extinguished at a blow."”® The following institutions were
affected in this way.

At the Institute for Radium Research, the illegal Nazi Gustav Ortner replaced the
full member Stefan Meyer, a pioneer of radium research who, together with his col-
league Karl Przibram, had made the Institute world-famous. A quarter of the staff
members, including Marietta Blau, Elisabeth Rona, Anni and Franz Urbach, Eduard
Jahoda, Gustav Kiirti, and Stefan Pelz, were also dismissed on “racial” grounds.'* The
institute continued to produce publications, but many fewer than before.

At the Institute for Experimental Biology (BVA) in the Prater, the board members
and department heads Leopold Portheim, Eugen Steinach, and Hans Przibram were
removed. The internationally renowned scientists working there and around two-
thirds of the staff were dismissed after April 1938 on “racial” grounds.” The illegal
Nazi Franz Kéck became head of the Institute for Experimental Biology. On the basis
of an “official party measure,” he was appointed by the “trustee head of cultural asso-
ciations and organizations” as the “authorized representative of the Academy’s Insti-
tute for Experimental Biology” on 5 April 1938. This appropriation of the commis-
sarial leadership was even questioned by the chairman of the Institute for Experimen-
tal Biology’s Curatorium, rector of the University and ordinary member of the Acad-
emy of Sciences Fritz Knoll, in a letter to the Kurator der wissenschaftlichen Hochschulen

12 See Ash (2010), Wissenschaft; Ash (2006), Wissenschaftswandlungen; Ash (2004), Wissenschafts-
wandlungen; Ash (2002), Wissenschaft, and Miiller (1997), Adaptierung.

13 See Reiter (1999), Naturwissenschaften, p. 184.

14 See Reiter (2000), Meyer, p. 122; also Reiter (1988), Wissenschaftsemigration, pp. 709-29;
Reiter (2006), Naturwissenschaften, p. 185, and Rosner/Strohmaier (2003), Blau, pp. 49-51.

15 See the essay in this volume by Klaus Taschwer, “Expelled, burnt, sold, forgotten, and
suppressed,” p. 106.
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[Registrar of academic institutions of higher education] in Vienna of 8 Octo-
ber 1940." Research was discontinued in 1941 following the provisional closure of
the institute."”

At the Phonogram Archive, the meritorious director Leo Hajek, for whose 25th
anniversary celebrations plans were already being made before the “Anschluss”, was
replaced by his assistant Walter Ruth, who had already rendered services to the Nazi
Party during its illegal period and who was made provisional director by a decision of
the Phonogram Archive Commission of 4 May 1938."® Hajek was dismissed from the
civil service on 30 June 1939 and had to emigrate the same year on account of “racial”
persecution." Thereafter the Phonogram Archive carried out research projects aimed
at substantiating political beliefs.

With regards to the Biological Station in Lunz and the Gastein Research Institute,
following the Nazi seizure of power in Austria, the association agreements with the
Academy of Sciences in Vienna were dissolved. The original agency responsible for
running the Biological Station in Lunz was an association founded in 1923 by the
Kupelwieser Foundation, in which the Academy and the Kaiser Wilhelm Society
were represented. In 1939 the association’s assets were confiscated and it was dissolved
by the “Stillhaltekommissir” [“Commissioner for Suspensions”] responsible for the
“Gleichschaltung” [ “alignment’] of associations, societies, and organizations. The Bio-
logical Station continued to operate under the Kaiser Wilhelm Society and the leader-
ship of the illegal Nazi Party member Franz Ruttner with the same staff as before. The
Academy continued to be represented at the Biological Station by the Vice-President
of the Curatorium, the botanist Fritz Knoll. At the Gastein Research Institute, the
supervisory function of the Academy Curatorium, whose members came from the
Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences, was suspended in 1938. This
institute was handed over to the municipalities of Badgastein and Bad Hofgastein.
Ferdinand Scheminzky, a student of the Catholic conservative physiologist and ordi-
nary member Arnold Durig, was replaced as head of the Institute by the illegal Nazi
Party member Gerhard Kirsch.?® After 1945, the Academy took over both institutes:
Lunz in 1947 and Gastein in 1952.*!

16 See Reiter (1999), Zerstirz, pp. 609-14.

7 Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 186. For details of the Institute for Experimental Biology, see
also the essay in this volume by Klaus Taschwer, “Expelled, burnt, sold, forgotten, and
suppressed,” pp. 101-11.

18 AOAW, Phonogram Archive, Box 1, Folder 4, minutes of the meeting of the Phonogram
Archive Commission of May 4, 1938.

1 For details of Hajek see the essay in this volume by Marlene Wahlmiiller, “Consequences for
the academic staff. The case of Leo Hajek,” pp. 69-76.

0 Knierzinger (2012), Forschungsinstitut, pp. 121-2.

I A commission for the administration of the Biological Station in Lunz was set up in 1947 and
a commission for the scientific management of the Gastein Research Institute in Bad Gastein
in 1952. See Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 56, and Almanach for 1952, 102 (1953),
p. 148.
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Fig. 61: Sonnblick Observatory

The administration of the Sonnblick Observatory remained in the hands of the
Sonnblick Association, with funding being provided by the Kaiser Wilhelm Society.”
Ordinary member Heinrich Ficker was made chairman of the Sonnblick Association
by order of the Reich Minister for Science, Education, and Culture on 23 January
1941.%

Of the dismissed institute directors, Stefan Meyer managed to survive the Nazi era
in Bad Ischl. Ferdinand Scheminzky, a physiologist who had been highly appreciated
in the authoritarian Stindestaat, was appointed extraordinary professor at the Univer-
sity of Innsbruck in 1942. Karl Przibram, Leopold von Portheim, Eugen Steinach,
and Leo Hajek were persecuted and expelled on “racial” grounds. Hans Przibram died
in the Nazi Theresienstadt concentration camp in 1944 after having initially escaped
to the Netherlands.

The Academy, which was divided into commissions, saw the creation of a new
Kommission zur Herausgabe von Schriften zur Rassenkunde und menschlichen Erblehre
[Commission for the Publication of Documents on the Study of Race and Human
Genetics] in 1942. It was hoped that this commission would produce findings that
could be used politically. Other commissions were renamed. Fervent National Social-
ists were elected to some. Chairmen were sometimes replaced by other commission

22 See Abmanach for 1939, 89 (1940), p. 177.
» After 1939 the observatory on Hoher Sonnblick was of “increased military value” for the Lufi-
wafffe [air force] and, as a result, the Association was able to continue to run it. See Almanach

for 1941, 91 (1941), p. 190, and Almanach for 1942, 92 (1942), pp. 188-9.
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members who belonged to the Nazi Party. The following examples bear witness to this
development. In 1939 the Commission for the Promotion of Prehistoric Research
and Excavations in Austria was renamed the Prehistoric Commission, and was run
henceforth as an intersectional commission (made up of members of both the Section
for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences, and the Section for Humanities and the
Social Sciences), by the chairman Oswald Menghin, ordinary member of the Acad-
emy.” In 1940 the dean of the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Vienna,
SS-Obersturmfiibrer and ordinary member Viktor Christian, was co-opted into this
commission. In the intersectional Phonogram Archive Commission, ordinary mem-
ber Arnold Durig was replaced the following year as chairman by another ordinary
member, the Anglicist and Nazi Party member Friedrich Wild. In the intersectional
Commission for the Poch Estate, Viktor Christian replaced the ordinary member
Ferdinand Hochstetter as chairman. Hochstetter remained in the P6ch Commission,
and Durig in the Phonogram Archive Commission. In the Commission for the Pub-
lication of German Medieval Inscriptions, the Germanist Dietrich Kralik-
Meyrswalden, an ordinary member of the Academy and a member of the Nazi Party,
replaced the former director and long-standing President of the Academy, Oswald
Redlich. In 1942, most Nazi Party members were active in the following commis-
sions: Phonogram Archive Commission (eight Nazi Party members out of fourteen
commission members), Commission for Public Lectures (eight out of thirteen),
Commission for the Publication of German Medieval Inscriptions (seven out of ten),
Balkan Commission (six out of seventeen), Commission for the Matthius and Rudolf
Much Foundation (six out of nine), Asia Minor Commission (five out of ten), Pre-
historic Commission (five out of eight), Commission for the Publication of Writings
on the Study of Race and Human Genetics (five out of eight), Egyptian Commission
(four out of seven), Medieval Sources of Law (Weistiimer) and Rent-roll Commission
(three out of six), and the Historical Commission (three out of seven). Significantly,
these commissions received the most state funding between 1938 and 1945.”

It should be pointed out that, in 1942, commission work was carried out pre-
dominantly by Academy members who did not belong to the Nazi Party, with the
exception of Heinrich Srbik and Arnold Durig, who sat on nineteen and fourteen
commissions, respectively. The most active Academy members were the physicist
Egon Schweidler (member of 29 commissions and two delegations), the chemist
Ernst Spith (member of 23 commissions), the classical philologist Ludwig
Radermacher (18), the historian Oswald Redlich (17), the philologist Paul Kretschmer
(13), and the historian Alfons Dopsch (12). It is notable and yet hardly surprising,

% For details on Menghin see Urban (2010), Urgeschichte.

» See the unpublished evaluation of the annual accounts of the Academy of Sciences for the
period 1938-45 by the economist Johanna Aigner, MS., in the framework of the research
project “Continuity and Transformation. The Austrian Academy of Sciences in the 20th Cen-
tury,” run by the Institute of Culture Studies and Theatre History and funded by the city of
Vienna (MA 7).
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therefore, that in many of the Academy’s commissions there was “an extensive conti-
nuity in the research work.”” The strikingly active collaboration of older ordinary
members who were likely as not critical of the interventions by the new authorities
would appear to indicate that many of those who were familiar with the Academy’s
high-level of autonomy before 1938 were, through their research, investing in the
interests of the Academy’s self-assertion. By contrast, other Academy members who
had already belonged to the Nazi Party when it was still illegal, sympathized with
National Socialism, and/or as members of the Nazi Party had been elected as mem-
bers of the Academy after the “Anschluss”, were key figures in the opportunistic adap-
tation, self-mobilization and self-motivated involvement of the Academy through
projects that suited Nazi interests.

Summary

The transformation of research policy under National Socialism was the result of
two developments: the abandonment of the extensive autonomy enjoyed by the
Academy since 1921/22 and, in conjunction with this, the passive acceptance of
extensive interference by the new authorities that had not been allowed for in the
Statutes. It is to be assumed that some of the older Academy members spoke up for
keeping research and politics separate. Nevertheless, at the same time most of them
opportunistically accepted considerable non-statutory political interference. By order
of the new state authorities, “racially” or politically unacceptable institute directors
were replaced by relatively young illegal Nazi Party members. On its own initiative,
the Academy reorientated commissions along National Socialist lines and also entered
into political alliances. As the following essay shows, under the “special protection of
the Reich” and in accordance with the Provisional Statutes, between 1938 and 1945
the Academy carried out “science in the service of the German people.””

Johannes Feichtinger

% Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 42.
¥ Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 9.



Science “in the service of the German people”

According to the Provisional Statutes approved by the decree of the Reich Minister
for Science, Education, and Culture of 22 July 1938, the task of the Academy of Sci-
ences in Vienna was “to promote science in the service of the German people through
independent research by its members and through stimulating and supporting exter-
nal achievements.”' The Academy dedicated itself to this task by carrying out research
projects with civilian or military relevance and through approving grants for research
whose role it was to substantiate political beliefs. The self-mobilization and self-
motivated involvement of parts of the Academy was illustrated in the initiative of
carrying out research projects within the core area of the Nazi ideology (racial and
ethnicity research) and the Nazi state (nuclear research). This went hand in hand with
a focus on research relevant to the state instead of on the basic scientific research that
had prevailed hitherto. Self-mobilization was frequently linked with the aim of
earning new financial and symbolic resources. The examples cited here bear witness
to this trend.

Nuclear research

At the Institute for Radium Research, the new director Gustav Ortner attempted “to
adapt the Institute, which had originally been devoted solely to radium research, as
quickly as possible to the larger range of tasks of a modern nuclear physics institute.”
Because of the secret work, vital to the war effort, on energy generation from nuclear
processes, the Institute, which was merged with parts of the Department of Physics 11
of the University of Vienna in 1943 to become the Four-Year Plan Institute for Neu-
tron Research headed by Nazi Party members Georg Stetter and Gustav Ortner, was
granted generous special funding. As early as 1940 the Academy had supported the
Institute with a subsidy of RM 12,000 from the remaining Reich grants from the
years 1939 and 1940 for the design of a high-voltage discharge tube (generation of high-
speed canal rays).> New findings, however, were published “from 1939 in a much
reduced quantity,” as Meister commented critically in 1947.4

' Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), p. 9.

2 OStA-AdR, K 19/6147A, Georg Stetter, application for transformation of the extraordinary
professorship for physics (radium research) into a full professorship, undated [January 1943],
quoted in Fengler (2012), Wiistentrockenbeit, p. 101.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 October 1940 (A 957), Annex.

* Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 186.
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Racial research

From the early 1940s the Academy also supported projects associated with the study
of race, partly through grant-funded research and partly on its own initiative. At the
request of director Hans Kummerléwe, who was commissioned to direct the so called
Wissenschaftliche Staatsmuseen [state research museums] in Vienna, Academy Presi-
dent Srbik arranged grants for an extensive series of studies by the Anthropology
Department of the Museum of Natural History in the Kaisersteinbruch prisoner of
war camp (Stalag XVII A) in northern Burgenland, the first prisoner of war camp in
Austria.’ The examinations carried out by the department head and illegal Nazi Party
member Josef Wastl were financed by the Academy committee for the administration
of the Treitl legacy. Srbik drafted the approval of Kummerlowe’s application on
18 July 1940, even before the letters from the committee members had been received
by the Academy Chancellery. The letter was sent after receipt of the expert opinions
of 22 July 1940: The ordinary members Oswald Redlich, Egon Schweidler, Paul
Kretschmer, Josef Maria Eder, and Ferdinand Hochstetter had more or less willingly
but unanimously agreed to pay for ten assistants and a large amount of material
(including 100 dozen photographic plates, 120 rolls of film, 60 rolls of Agfa Color
film), together with a subsidy for the staff of the Museum of Natural History.® Srbik,
who was also a member of the Treitl committee, had informed the other members
that Ferdinand Hochstetter, who was responsible for anthropological work, and
Viktor Christian were in accord on this matter.” Financing was also provided for the
ethnologist Martin Gusinde as an additional researcher. Before approval, Srbik
pointed out to Kummerléwe that it would be of unique value if the bodies of Africans
who had died in Kaisersteinbruch could be transferred ro the Anatomical Institute of the
University of Vienna for scientific study, because there were only very few studies of the
differences between races regarding the internal organs.® The provisional results of the
“studies of Belgian and French prisoners of war” carried out from 7 July to 7 Novem-
ber 1940 “by order of the Academy”™ with a view to obtaining “insights into the racial
composition of the peoples of western Europe™® were published in 1941 in the
Anzeiger der Akademie: “3,517 individuals” were measured (including “north Afri-
cans,” “negroes,” and “Jews”) and 20,000 photographs were taken. The main finding

5 See AOAW, Subventionen, Box 11, No. 264/1940, Kummerléwe to Srbik of 5 July 1940.

¢ AOAW, Subventionen, Box 11, No. 264/1940, members of the Treitl committee to Srbik (and
Academy Chancellery) of 17 July 1940 (Redlich, Schweidler), 20 July 1940 (Kretschmer),
18 July 1940 (Eder), and 19 July 1940 (Hochstetter).

7 AOAW, Papers of Egon Schweidler, Box 1, Srbik to members of the Treitl committee of 16 July
1940.

8 AOAW, Subventionen, Box 11, No. 264/1940, Srbik to Kummerléwe of 9 July 1940.

? 'This terminology was chosen in later publications on the activities of the Anthropology Depart-
ment, see Teschler-Nikola/Berner (1998), Abteilung, p. 335.

1% Another series of measurements in the Wolfsberg prisoner of war camp (Stalag XVIII) of mem-
bers of the British Army was prevented by captured officers of the Royal Army with reference
to the Hague Convention. See Berner (2011), Gegenstiinde, pp. 161-2.
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was “that both Nordic and Mediterranean migrants had exerted a strong racial influ-
ence on the original Gallo-Celtic population in historical times.”"' On behalf of the
Academy, Srbik also supported Kummerlowe’s application to the Oberkommando
[Supreme Command] der Wehrmacht (OKW) for an “official military commission for
anthropological and racial studies of prisoners of war.” The application was rejected
by the Oberkommando in spite of the unusually favorable opportunity and the plethora
of material bearing witness to the Soviet ethnological and racial mix."*

Fig. 62: Application for subsidy by Hans Kummerléwe of 5 July 1940

In 1942 the Academy started a special anthropological series on its own initiative
at the suggestion of ordinary member Christian (now SS-Hauptsturmfiibrer). For this
purpose, a new Commission for the Publication of Writings on the Study of Race and
Human Genetics was established consisting of ordinary members from both Sections,
that is the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences, and the Section for

" Wastl (1941), Untersuchungen. For the series of measurements, see Pawlowsky (2005), Erweite-
rung; Teschler-Nicola/Berner (1998), Abteilung, and Berner (2011), Gegenstiinde.

12 AOAW, Subventionen, Box 11, No. 264/1940, Kummerléwe to Supreme Command of the
Wehrmacht of 16 April 1941; ibid., Kummerléwe to Srbik of 11 August 1941; Stbik to Supreme
Command of the Wehrmacht of 21 August 1941, and Supreme Command of the Wehrmachs
to Srbik of 10 September 1941.
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Humanities and the Social Sciences: physician Ferdinand Hochstetter, botanist Erich
Tschermak-Seysenegg, biologist Fritz Knoll, physician Eduard Pernkopf, geographer
Eugen Oberhummer, prehistorian Oswald Menghin, geographer Hugo Hassinger,
and Viktor Christian. Christian and Hochstetter were made responsible for publica-
tion."® The commission worked “very scientifically,” as Meister emphasized in 1947,
but not very productively, despite being well funded. In October 1940 the Section for
Mathematics and the Natural Sciences had already approved a generous subsidy of
RM 5,000 for the publication of a special series on of studies on race from the German
south-east.”” The only volume of the series Untersuchungen zur Rassenkunde und
menschlichen Erblehre to be published was entitled Familienanthropologische Unter-
suchungen in dem ostschwibischen Dorfe Marienfeld im Rumdnischen Banat (1942). It
was written by Robert Routil, a member of the Anthropology Department of the
Museum of Natural History, who had previously taken part in the measurement of
detained Jewish men in the Vienna stadium in the Prater, most of whom were
subsequently transported to Buchenwald. Routil had also been involved in the
measurements at the Kaisersteinbruch and Wolfsberg prisoner of war camps.'® Family
anthropology studies were seen as useful for determining the extent to which the
character of an ethnic minority, the “characteristics of a guest nation,” was deter-
mined biologically, i.e. “through a racial composition differing from the host nation.”"”
The Commission for the Publication of Writings on the Study of Race and Human
Genetics was dissolved at the first ordinary General Assembly on 22 June 1945.
A work by the physiologist of race and fervent Nazi Robert Stigler, originally intended
for the series, was published in 1952 in collaboration with full member Eduard
Pernkopf under the title Rassenphysiologische Ergebnisse meiner Forschungsreise in
Uganda 1911/12 [Physiological Findings concerning Race from my Uganda Expe-
dition 1911/12] in the series of Denkschrifien [Proceedings] of the Section for
Mathematics and the Natural Sciences (vol. 109,3).'8

Ethnicity research

The self-mobilization of the Academy could also be observed with regard to the
Phonogram Archive, not only in terms of rhetoric — as discussed above — but also of
action. An initiative concerning studies in prisoner of war camps makes this

13 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 6 February 1942 (A 968). On the activities of this
Committee, see Matis (1997), Anpassung, pp. 44-5.

4 Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 182.

15 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 October 1940 (A 957), Annex.

16 See Pawlowsky (2005), Erweiterung, pp. 74-9.

7 Geyer (1934), Anthropologie, pp. 325—6. Because of the “family structure of such minorities,”
biometric family anthropology studies promised to provide new findings in connection with
this politically relevant objective.

18 AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences of
11 January 1951 (B 2761).
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self-mobilization manifest. The first such initiative was undertaken by the designated
archive director Walter Ruth in 1939, the second by the designated deputy chairman
of the Phonogram Archive Commission, ordinary member Friedrich Wild, in July
1940, albeit in vain, as was to transpire following protracted negotiations. In the
same year, three ordinary members who were or were to become members of the Nazi
Party were co-opted into the Phonogram Archive Commission, namely physicist
Heinrich Mache, Germanist Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden, and Anglicist Friedrich
Wild. In 1940 further Nazis, engineer Franz Aigner and Germanist Anton Pfalz, were
elected. The long-standing commission chairman Arnold Durig, a “Catholic con-
servative” considered to be sympathetic to the authoritarian Stindesstaat [Corporate
State],"” had offered to resign in April 1938. On 26 April 1940 he applied on the
grounds of permanent absence for ordinary member Friedrich Wild to be designated
as deputy chairman. Wild was appointed chairman on 7 March 1941,% and Ruth was
given Leo Hajek’s former title “head of the Phonogram Archive” on 25 October
1940. He was definitively appointed head of the archive on 28 November 1941,
directly after he had completed his habilitation.

Fig. 65: Walter Ruth Fig. 66: Friedrich Wild

1 Soukup (2004), Durig, p. 130.
2 For details of Friedrich Wild, see Pils (2010), Gelehrter, pp. 471-85.
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Wild and Ruth had urged Academy President Srbik on several occasions since
1939 to apply to the Berlin Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht regarding record-
ings of speech and singing of different peoples and tribes of the French and British empires,
including natives and of speech and singing of Polish prisoners of war in the camps of the
“Ostmark”?' Stbik’s applications were rejected because the Institut fiir Lautforschung
[Institute of Sound Research] in Berlin had already been authorized to make record-
ings in prisoner of war camps and double visits were to be avoided.” The argument
that the Archive, on account of the extensive recordings taken in the [First] World War
in prisoner of war camps had a good deal of experience in this area* and that only in
wartime did the rare opportunity present itself again of making modern electrical record-
ings of folksongs and dialects of Polish, Ukrainian, and Belarusian prisoners in the pris-
oner of war camps was not accepted.”

The scientific work initiated and carried out by the Phonogram Archive between
1938 and 1945 included recordings of the most valuable church bells in Austria
(1941/42), which were to be melted down to help the wartime economy, speech
recordings of South Tyroleans who had resettled in the Reich (1940), and recordings
of dialects of Bessarabian and Dobruja Germans resettling in various Gaue [highest
regional and organizational units of the Nazi Party] of the “Ostmark” (1941).% The
latter enterprise was awarded a subsidy on Srbik’s request from the Vereinigte Grenz-
landédmter der Gaue Wien und Nieder-Donau [Unified Offices of the Gaue Vienna and
Lower Danube].”” The Phonogram Archive had the latest technology and in, 1940,
the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences approved RM 4,300 for the pur-
chase of a cathode-ray oscillograph.?® The Phonogram Archive also supported
“research [...] in the service of Nazi education into pathological speech and its
therapy through recordings and examinations.”” The increase in tasks resulting from

21 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, Srbik to Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht
of 18 July 1940, and ibid., Srbik to Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht of 19 December
1940.

22 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht to
Academy of Sciences in Vienna of 8 August 1940.

2 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, Institute for Sound Research of the Univer-
sity of Berlin to Academy of Sciences in Vienna of 7 February 1941.

24 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, Srbik to Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht
of 19 December 1940; see Lange (2010), Forschungen.

2 See AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, Ruth to the Ministry of Interior and Cul-
tural Affairs of 3 October 1939.

26 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, activity report of the Phonogram Archive for
1941 of 25 March 1942.

27 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, Minutes of the meeting of the Phonogram
Archive Commission of 25 October 1940.

28 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 October 1940 (A 957), Annex.

» Ruth (1941), Phonogrammarchiv, pp. 90-1.
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the war® and several interventions by members of the Academy’s Presiding Commit-
tee in the Wehrmeldeamr [Military Recruiting Office] did not protect Walter Ruth
from being drafted in 1942. After captivity, denazification, and pardon by the Federal
President, Ruth resumed his leading position in the Phonogram Archive on 1 Octo-
ber 1948 as an employee of the federal government. Wild was officially listed in the
Abmanach for 1949 as chairman of the Phonogram Archive Commission again fol-
lowing the application approved by the Federal President for exemption from atone-
ment.*! In 1954 Wild provided a detailed report of the current activity of the Phono-
gram Archive. The research program had barely changed and the continuity in terms
of personnel and content were evident. The dialect recordings, which on account of the
content and technical quality were to provide the basis for further activities of this
nature, were the recordings of the South Tyrolean dialects by Josef Schatz, the Ger-
man dialects of Bessarabia by Anton Pfalz, the dialects of Carinthia, East Tyrol, Upper
Austria, and Burgenland by Eberhard Kranzmayer, and those of Styria by Leo Jutz.
Schatz, Pfalz, and Kranzmayer had contributed 7o the systematic definition of all
Austrian dialects during the Nazi era.’

South-eastern research

The Academy profited from the boom in south-eastern research and, during the Nazi
era, Vienna increasingly established itself as its center. It focused on applied research
so that, as the Viennese cultural geographer Hugo Hassinger wrote in 1942, science
will never again be too late when it comes ro political actions.® Vienna was the location
of various institutes devoted to south-eastern research. At the Academy, it was carried
out by the Balkan Commission, renamed in 1940, divided after 1942 into three
departments (linguistic, antiquarian, and scientific) and after 1943 into two depart-
ments (humanities and science) under the new name the South-Eastern Commis-
sion.* The Balkan Commission replaced the Commission for Historical, Archeologi-
cal, and Philological Ethnographic Research into the Balkan Peninsula established in
1897. The suggestion of establishing a south-eastern institute in the Academy, which,
according to the minutes of the Academy meeting, had come from the Office of the
Reichsstatthalter [Reich Governor], was not taken up by the Section for Humanities
and the Social Sciences, but instead the Balkan Commission was upgraded in 1940

30 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, activity report of the Phonogram Archive for
1941 of 25 March 1942.

31 See AOAW, PA Walter Ruth, and PA Friedrich Wild; Abnanach for 1949, 99 (1950), p. 121.

32 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 5, Wild to Presiding Committee of the Academy of
Sciences of 16 March 1954. For the activities of Anton Pfalz and Eberhard Kranzmayer during
the Nazi era, see Wahlmiiller (2010), Akademie, pp. 94-9, and Ranzmaier (2010), Germanistik.

39 UAW, Papers of Hugo Hassinger, 131.01, Hassinger to Triska of 7 May 1942.

3 Stadtmiiller (1942), Balkankommission.
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to become an intersectional institution.> Six of its seventeen members were also
members of the Nazi Party. For one of the most highly funded commissions, the
scientific output was minimal and at first glance politically harmless. It is to be
assumed that the preparations for the Nazi “Umuvolkung” [“ethnic cleansing”] policy
in south-eastern Europe were not carried out at the Academy. The Balkan and South-
Eastern Commission were merely part of the south-eastern research complex in
Vienna, in which ordinary members Heinrich Srbik, Hugo Hassinger, and Viktor
Christian pulled the strings. In 1942 Christian was appointed delegate of the Acad-
emy of Sciences in the Siidostgemeinschaft der Wiener Hochschulen (Siidosteuropagesell-
schaft) [South-Eastern Society of the Vienna Universities (South-Eastern Europe
Society)].*® According to a memorandum by Christian, Srbik was to chair a commit-
tee in the Siidosteuropdisches Forschungsinstitut [South-Eastern Europe Research Insti-
tute] planned by Rosenberg’s office, whose task it would be 7o provide expert opinions
on scientific undertakings in south-eastern Europe and to present them to the Reich min-
istries concerned.”” 'This plan was canceled along with the South-Eastern Europe
Research Institute; in Vienna the Siidosteuropagesellschaft, a Siidostgemeinschaft Wiener
Hochschulen [South-Eastern Community of Vienna Universities], the Arbeitsgemein-
schaft fiir Raumforschung [Working Group for Spatial Research], and the Siidost-
deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft [South-East German Research Council] (SODFG)
were active in this area. The main aim of these organizations was the scientific prepa-
ration for “Umuvolkung.”** The SODFG in particular was involved in Nazi “ethnicity
and extermination policy.”*” Ordinary members of the Academy, including historians
Hans Hirsch and Otto Brunner, geographer Fritz Machatschek, and the above-
mentioned Hugo Hassinger, had leading positions in it.** In 1945 all of these organ-
izations were disbanded. The South-East Commission at the Academy was incorpo-
rated into the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences (1948) and renamed
the Balkan Commission in 1950. Hugo Hassinger, who had never been a member of
the Nazi Party but had carried out ethnicity research in its interests and saw “Vienna’s
German mission” in the “gradual” shifting of “the cultural divide between West and
East” further eastwards*' was able to continue his research activities without interrup-
tion. In 1946 he founded the Commission for Spatial Research and Reconstruction.
The following year, on the application of full member Richard Meister, an Austrian
Research Community for the South-East and the Orient was established at the

3 See AOAW, Minutes of the meeting of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences of
27 April 1938 (C 2579).

3¢ Almanach for 1942, 92 (1942), p. 97.

37 BAB, BDC, PA Viktor Christian, sheets 137-8, 141-2.

38 See Beer/Seewann (2004), Siidostforschung.

39 Fahlbusch (2000), Forschungsgemeinschaft, p. 260.

4 See Svatek (2010), Hassinger, and Svatek (2010), Wien.

4l Hassinger (1942), Sendung, and Hassinger (1941), Lebensraumfragen.
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Austrian Academy of Sciences under Hassinger’s chairmanship, which was disbanded
in 1950 by order of the occupying powers.*

Summary

Various attitudes and actions can be discerned at the Academy of Sciences in Vienna
between 1938 and 1945. Most of the research activities were oriented towards oppor-
tunistic adaptation, self-mobilization, and self-motivated involvement, as has been
examined in this essay. Examples included nuclear research, race research, ethnicity
research, and south-eastern research, with a shift from basic to applied research. The
self-mobilizing and often young researchers at the Academy thus made use of oppor-
tunities to obtain additional financial and symbolic resources through research activ-
ities aimed at substantiating political beliefs, no doubt in the hope of climbing the
career ladder this way.

Johannes Feichtinger

2 Die Furche, 2 July 1950, p. 4.



I.4. NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL
INTERCONNECTIONS

The “national honor” of German Academies

The Vienna Academy caught between national
and international academic cooperations

Academies of sciences tend to have a cosmopolitan understanding of science and are
not bound by national borders. They cooperate in the widest variety of research pro-
jects based on an “international peaceful order.”’ The Cartel of German Academies
and Scholarly Societies founded in 1893, to which the Imperial Academy of Sciences
in Vienna and the academies of the German Reich belonged, espoused this under-
standing of science.” In 1899, the Cartel participated in the founding of the Interna-
tional Association of Academies (IAA), in which 31 scientific institutions were con-
nected on an interdisciplinary and international basis. The IAA, in which both natu-
ral sciences and humanities were represented, was active till the beginning of World
War I and “never formally disbanded.”

After 1918 an attempt was made to re-establish contact with the international
network of academies that had been destroyed in the war. The International Research
Council/Conseil International de Recherches (IRC/CIR) for natural sciences and the
International Union of Academies/Union Académique International (UAI) for
humanities and social sciences were founded at a congress in Brussels on 18 to 28 July
1919 as successors to the JAA.* The UAI statutes, unlike those of the IRC, had no
exclusion provisions for the former Central Powers, i.e. Germany and its allies during
the war.’ In 1922 and in 1923, the UAI, through the Dutch Academy, approached
the Vienna Academy to join the Union and act as a link to the academies in the Ger-
man Reich. The Vienna Academy did not want to take steps towards joining inter-
national organizations without the agreement of the German academies and declined

the offer.® In a letter of refusal to the Dutch Academy of 23 October 1923, the Acad-

! Mommsen (2000), Wissenschaft, p. 3.

* Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 127, and recently Wockinger (2010), Akademie.
® Grau (1995), Wissenschafisakademien, pp. 31-2.

* See Grau (2000), Preussische Akademie, p. 293.

> See Grau (2000), Preussische Akademie, p. 298.

¢ See Grau (1995), Wissenschafisakademien, p. 35.
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Fig. 67: Membership of the Association of 24 November 1899
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emy in Vienna referred to the occupation of the Ruhr by France which made it hardly
possible at present that German and French scholars would sit together at the meeting
table. Given this lack of prospects of being able to canvas successfully for the entry of our
Reich German colleagues in the Union Académique International, the main reason that
the Vienna Academy might have considered for distancing itself temporarily from the Ger-
man academies for tactical reasons also no longer exists.”

When the Cartel joined the UAI in 1935, Redlich expected that all problems
irreconcilable with the national honor of the academies in the Cartel, would now be
solved and that international cooperation would be possible [...] forever.® The philolo-
gist Ludwig Radermacher and the historian Heinrich Srbik, who had been Secretary
of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences since 1933, were elected as
delegates to the UAL’ However, only Radermacher attended the UAI conferences in
Brussels in 1936'° and in London'! in 1937.12

With the “Anschluss” of Austria to the German Reich in March 1938, the Vienna
Academy received letters and telegrams of congratulation from the German acade-
mies. Paragraph 1 of the new Provisional Statutes set the task of promoting science in
the service of the German people.”” To demonstrate to the world the absolute unity of
German science," the Academy of Sciences in Vienna joined the Deuzsche Forschungs-
gemeinschaft [German Research Foundation] (DFG) in October 1938.

In view of Austrias entry into the Greater German Reich, Srbik and Radermacher
resigned their mandates with the UAL' To ensure that the Cartel of German Acad-
emies was duly represented at the congress in London from 8 to 11 May 1939,
Bernhard Rust, Reich Minister of Science, Education, and Culture, selected Johannes
Stroux, Prussian Academy of Sciences, and Srbik, Academy of Sciences in Vienna, as
representatives of the German Reich."” Both attended the UAI congress in London in
1939. Although the working language of the UAI was French, and the representatives
of Great Britain and Italy also communicated in that language, Stroux and Srbik
submitted a request that German be admitted as an official language in the conviction

7 Quoted in Grau (1995), Wissenschaftsakademien, p. 35.

8 AOAW, UAL 1/A, No. 312/1935, Redlich to the Federal Ministry of Education in Vienna of
1 June 1935.

> AOAW, UAI 1/A, No. 433/1935, Redlich to Pelseneer of 18 December 1935.

10 AOAW, UAL 1/B, No. 209/1936, Stbik to the Federal Chancellery, Directorate General for
Public Safety, of 12 May 1936.

11 AOAW, UAL 1/B, No. 41/1937, Srbik to the UAI Secretary of 27 January 1937.

12 AOAW, UAL 1/B, No. 8/1938, Srbik to the UAI Secretary of 3 March 1938.

13 Provisional Statutes of the Academy of Sciences in Vienna, in: Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939),
p. 9.

14 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 363/1938, President of the DFG to the President of the Vienna
Academy of Sciences of 30 September 1938.

15 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 363/1938, Srbik to Mentzel of 13 October 1938.

16 AOAW, UAI, 1/B, No. 176/1938, Stbik to UAI of 7 May 1938.

7 AOAW, UAL 1/B, No. 184/1939, Rust to Srbik of 3 April 1939.
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Fig. 68: Letter from the UAI of 1 July 1935



The “national honor” of German Academies 137

Fig. 69: Welcome letter from Halle of 22 March 1938
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Fig. 70: Welcome telegram from Leipzig of 19 March 1938

that in doing so, they would be helping that language gain basic recognition.'® Stroux
and Srbik also reported that during the entire congress there was no political dissonance
among the delegates and that on the contrary, the wish for neutral and open collaboration
was felt."”

After the outbreak of war, international correspondence with “enemy” states was
greatly reduced. The Société Mathématique in Amsterdam® and University College
in London? still corresponded with the Vienna Academy in 1939, but correspond-
ence with the Agricultural Experiment Station in Rehovot, Palestine,” was discontin-
ued. When the director of a Dutch laboratory of phytophysiology ceased correspond-

18 AOAW, UAL 1/B, No. 184/1939, report by Srbik and Stroux on the 20th Congress of the
UAL 8-11 May 1939, of 22 April 1939, pp. 1-2.

¥ Ibid., p. 7.

20 See AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 83, correspondence of the Société Mathématique in
Amsterdam with the Academy of Sciences in Vienna of 8 February 1939.

21 See AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 85, correspondence of University College in London
with the Academy of Sciences in Vienna of 8 February 1939.

22 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 86/1939, correspondence of the Agricultural Experiment
Station in Rehovot, Palestine, with the Academy of Sciences in Vienna of 10 February 1939.
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Fig. 71: Invitation to UAI reception in London of 10 May 1939

ing in 1939 with German universities because of the exclusion of Jewish students,”
Reich Minister Rust gave to understand that the German Reich attached 7o value
[...] to continuing relations with these anti-German circles** Rust forbade German
anthropologists from taking part in the Congress for Anthropology and Prehistoric
Archeology in Istanbul in 1939 because the organizer, the Paris Institute of Anthro-
pology, had a hostile attitude to the German Reich.” By contrast, cultural relations were
intensified with states like Finland. In January 1939, politically “unencumbered”
Finnish scientists were invited by Reich Minister Rust to give lectures in the German
Reich.?® After 1940, visits abroad by German scientists were strictly controlled. The

2 See AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 159, Botanic Institute of the University of Technology,
Vienna, to Blaauw, head of the Laboratorium voor Plantenphysilogisch Onderzoek Landbouw-
hoogeschool, Wageningen, forwarded to the Ministry of Interior and Cultural Affairs, and then
to the Academy of Sciences in Vienna, of 6 March 1939.

24 AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 159, Rust to rectors and administrative offices of German
universities and educational administrations including Austria of 14 February 1939.

3 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 116/1939, Rust to all academic institutions in the German
Reich and administrative offices of 26 January 1939.

26 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 104/1939, Rust to all academic institutions in the German
Reich and all administrative offices of 18 January 1939.
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Fig. 72: Reich Minister Bernhard Rust

heads of scientific institutions had to provide a detailed report on the scientific and
social suitability of the applicant”

For the Vienna Academy, as Herbert Matis has noted, the “coercive breaking of
contacts with other countries” was probably the “most serious obstacle to the interna-
tional exchange of knowledge.”® When the Academy was reorganized after the Nazi
regime had come to an end, the revival of contacts with the international scientific
community” was seen as one of the most important aims.

Felicitas Seebacher

27 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 276/1940, Rust to Srbik of 18 July 1940.

8 Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 50.
¥ See the essay in this volume by Heidemarie Uhl, “Centennial anniversary of the Academy of

Sciences 1947,” pp. 191-9.



“Increase the achievements of German science
by all available means”

The National Socialist Project of the Reich
Academy of German Sciences

The National Socialist regime also tried to subjugate all Academies of Sciences to the
“Fiihrer principle.” An important step was the centralization of the Cartel of German
Academies, to which the academies of Gottingen, Leipzig, Munich, Berlin, Heidel-
berg, and Vienna all belonged. Hitherto the seat of the leading academy, the “Vorors”
[lead site], as it was called, had changed annually. In May 1939 the Prussian Academy
of Sciences in Berlin was made the permanent lead site and administrative headquarters
of the Cartel of German Academies." At the last meeting of the Cartel on 7 to 8 July
1939 in Leipzig, the statutes of the Reich Association of German Academies were
drafted. In August 1939 the minutes of the Academy of Sciences in Vienna already
had Reich Association in parenthesis after Cartel> On 21 August 1940 the new Stat-
utes of the Reich Association were approved by Rust® and, in this way, the Cartel was
officially replaced by the Reich Association of German Academies.

A further change in the relationship of the Vienna Academy to the Berlin head-
quarters occurred in the same year. Like the Austrian universities, the Academy was
subordinated to the Reich Ministry of Science, Education, and Culture in Berlin on
1 February 1940.% Academy President Srbik wrote in a letter to Minister Rust of the
great satisfaction at this step and gave an assurance that the Academy would meer its
commitments in the most conscientious manner.” He wrote to Rudolf Mentzel, head of
the Ministry’s Science Department, welcoming the closer connection henceforth.® The
German Society of Sciences and Arts in Prague was incorporated into the Reich
Association in the same year.”

1 See AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 262, Rust to Srbik of 22 May 1939.

2 AOAW, Protokollbuch 1939, No. 373, report of the Cartel (Reich Association of German
Academies) on the Cartel meeting in Leipzig on 7-8 July 1939 of 24 August 1939.

3 Statute of the Reich Association of German Academies of Sciences, in Almanach for 1941, 91
(1941), p. 160.

# See 6th Regulation on the Transfer of Tasks and Authority of the Reichsstatthalter [Reich Gov-
ernor] in Austria (Austrian regional government) of 11 January 1940 (= Reichsgesetzblatt,
Part 1, No. 9), § 7. See Bergmann-Pfleger (2010), Geschichte, p. 27. The final liquidation of the
Ministry of Education in Vienna took place with effect from 6 November 1940.

5 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 30/1940, Rust to Srbik of 2 February 1940.

6 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 30/1940, Srbik to Mentzel of 10 February 1940.

7 See AOAW, Protokollbuch 1940, No. 382, Rust to Srbik on 12 November 1940.
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Fig. 73: Karl Theodor Vahlen

Behind this loss of autonomy for the German Academies was Karl Theodor Vahlen
(1869-1945), a proponent of anti-Semitic “German” mathematics® and a fervent
Nazi who had held various positions in the Nazi Party since the 1920s. In December
1938 Reich Minister Rust made Vahlen commissarial head of the Prussian Academy
of Sciences, and although he was not confirmed in this position in the subsequent
elections in June 1939, he was made President of the Berlin Academy “by decree.”

As President of the permanent lead site of the new Reich Association of German
Academies, Theodor Vahlen could now officially carry forward his activities. His aim
was the creation of a new institution, the Reich Academy of German Sciences. After
just two days in office, Vahlen invited the Academy Presidents to a meeting to be held
on 2 September 1940, but he only sent out a draft version of the statutes on 3 Sep-
tember.

Paragraph 1 formulated the central task of the Reich Academy as increasing the
achievements of German science by all available means, highlighting outstanding indi-
vidual achievements, promoting the link between research and the people, and fostering
the popular understanding of science. For that purpose a day of German science was to
be introduced.” This dies academicus was deliberately set for 18 January, the date of

8 Notzold (2000), Strategien, pp. 259—60.
9 AOAW, Reichsakademie, No. 296/1940, Vahlen to Srbik of 3 September 1940. Annex “Draft
Statutes of the Reich Academy of German Sciences,” p. 1.
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Fig. 74: Letter of the Prussian Academy of 9 November 1939
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Fig. 75: Letter from the Academy to Reich Minister Rust of 9 February 1940
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Fig. 76: Letter from the Academy to Rudolf Mentzel of 10 February 1940
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the founding of the German Reich in 1871."” Above all, the Reich Academy was to
carry out joint work in those disciplines to which the National Socialist state attached
particular importance.” The ordinary members of the Reich Academy were to be
Reich German men of the best age [and] and at the height of their powers. According to
paragraph 15, honorary members could also be Reich German women who pro-
moted German scientific research or had put it into practice. Membership could be
withdrawn in the event of unworthiness.'* To symbolize the unity of the Reich Acad-
emy, the German Academies were to add the designation Sozietir der Deutschen
Reichsakademie [Society of the German Reich Academies] to their name. They were
to consist of three sections, Mathematics and Physics, Biology, and Humanities."?

The draft statutes were to be discussed within twelve days in extraordinary general
assemblies and then submitted for adoption at a meeting of the Academy Presidents
on 19 September 1940. At the same time, Vahlen started a press campaign and at
least 37 newspapers reported, mostly on 4 and 5 September, on the founding of the
Reich Academy.' Minister Rust acted precisely as Vahlen wished: on 13 September,
before the deadline for completion of the consultations by the Academies, he elevated
the Reich Association to a Reich Academy and put it under the commissarial leader-
ship of the President of the Prussian Academy.

Fig. 77: Vilkischer Beobachter: founding of the Reich Academy of 8 September 1940

1 Seidler (1995), Elite, p. 19.

11 AOAW, Reichsakademie, No. 296/1940, Vahlen to Srbik of 3 September 1940. “Draft Statutes
of the Reich Academy of German Sciences,” p. 1.

12 Ibid., pp. 8-9.

13 Ibid., p. 2.

14 AOAW, Reichsakademie, No. 296/1940, Vahlen to Srbik of 20 November 1940. Annex, news-
paper cuttings of reports about the Reich Academy of German Sciences.
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The draft statutes met with “heavy criticism” in the discussions at the Academies."”
In the Vienna Academy on 13 September 1940 there was a lively discussion on the
classification into three sections.'® The other Academies also had reservations about
the planned Reich Academy and proposed several amendments to the statutes.'” In
spite of these reservations the Academy Presidents agreed at a meeting on 19 Septem-
ber 1940 in Berlin on a joint draft version of the statutes of the Reich Academy that
differed only in one aspect, albeit an important one, from the original draft: the Reich
Association should not be subsumed within the Reich Academy, and the special sta-
tus of the “old” Academies should be retained.'®

The Reich Academy now appeared to be taking concrete shape: financial resources
amounting to RM 60,000 were earmarked in the 1941 Reich budget, and conversion
plans for the rooms in the Royal Palace of Berlin were drawn up. The draft statutes
were not dealt with by the Ministry, however, and instead it presented a new version
of the statutes for the Reich Academy on 15 April 1941. The commissarial President
was requested to “obtain the agreement of the Academies concerned.””” The changes
compared with the draft of October 1940 were so fundamental, however, that the
Academies refused to agree to them, and Vahlen was inundated with massive requests
for change. After discussion of the ministerial draft in a General Assembly of the Prus-
sian Academy, Vahlen took up the requested changes and distributed a revised pro-
posal, which was accepted by the General Assembly of the Berlin Academy. Two days
later, on 31 May 1941, he sent this draft to the Academy Presidents for approval.

The other Academies remained firm in their rejection, however. It is significant to
note that they maintained close contact so as to coordinate their actions. For example,
the Viennese President Heinrich Srbik wrote on 6 June 1941 to the Academies in
Gottingen, Heidelberg, Leipzig, Munich, and Prague pointing out that Vahlen had
stated clearly for the first time that the Reich Association had ceased to exist*® All of the
comments on the draft statutes were also circulated among the Academies. When
Srbik informed Vahlen of the results of the sectional meetings of 11 and 19 June, his
letter included the requested changes that he had received from the other Acad-
emies.”!

On 9 July 1941 Vahlen was obliged to inform the Ministry that he had been
unable to achieve approval of the Reich Academy statutes and that the Academy
Presidents wanted a further oral consultation in the presence of a representative of the

15 Nétzold (2000), Strategien, p. 265.

16 AOAW, Minutes of the extraordinary General Assembly of 13 September 1940 (A 956), p. 2.

17 See AOAW, Reichsakademie, No. 296/1940, Saxon Academy of Sciences to Vahlen of 16 Sep-
tember 1940.

'8 See Notzold (2000), Strategien, p. 266.

1 Quoted in Nétzold (2000), Strategien, p. 268.

20 AOAW, Reichsakademie, No. 110/1941. Quoted in Nétzold (2000), Strategien, p. 269, who in
n. 151 refers to the archive signature valid at the time.

21 See AOAW, Reichsakademie, No. 110/1941, Srbik to Vahlen of 20 June 1941, p- 1.
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Reich Ministry. The Ministry refused this request. The plan for a Reich Academy was
shelved for the time being on 5 March 1942, when the Reich Ministry informed the
Academies that no Reich funds will be made available again for the fiscal year 1942 for
the Reich Academy of German Sciences. The reason given for the decision was a decree
by Hitler saying that such measures are not vital to the war effort and are to be suspended
until further notice.**

In April 1943 Vahlen resigned as President of the Prussian Academy of Sciences;
he was replaced by Vice-President Hermann Grapow.” Grapow invited the Presidents
of the Reich Academy to a meeting in Weimar on 22 May 1944.** Because of the
impending Academy elections and the Ceremonial Session,” Srbik only sent the
Actuary Wilfried Oberhummer to represent him.** Oberhummer reported to the
Vienna Academy only that there was no funding for a Reich Academy.”” A last appeal
by Grapow to Reich Minister Rust, the patron of German science, was unsuccessful.?®

Although the designation Sozietit der Reichsakademie was still given under the
names of the individual Academies in letterheads,” Berlin’s centralization plan had
failed. Evidently the “self-interest of the Academies and their defensive attitude when
faced with remote governance from Berlin and an uncontrollable ‘Fiihrer President™
had mobilized “considerable resistance.”® Herbert Matis suggests, however, that this
policy succeeded “ultimately, perhaps, thanks to the evident paralysis of state activi-
ties from 1941 on account of the war.”!

Felicitas Seebacher

22 Notzold (2000), Strategien, p. 268.

» See Mommsen (2000), Wissenschaft, p. 20.

26 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 84/1944, Grapow to Srbik of 4 April 1944.

2 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 84/1944, Oberhummer to Srbik of 8 April 1944

26 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 84/1944, Stbik to Grapow of 27 April 1944.

27 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 84/1944, report by Oberhummer of the meeting of Acad-
emy Presidents in Weimar of 22 May 1944, p. 1.

8 Ibid., p. 5.

2 AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 145/1944, Srbik to Knoll of 4 September 1944.

3 Wennemuth (1995), Heidelberger Akademie, p. 123.

3! Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 60.
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NATIONAL SOCIALISM
AFTER 1945






Tasks and areas of responsibility

of the new Presiding Committee

On 18 May 1945, shortly after the Republic of Austria had been established through
the Declaration of Independence of 27 April 1945, thirteen of the ordinary members
in Vienna met for an extraordinary General Assembly in the Classical Philology
Seminar of the University of Vienna, which was headed by Richard Meister. The
meeting did not take place in the Academy building because it was severely damaged.
None of those present had been a member of the Nazi Party.' The participants had
been selected after consultation with the Staarsamt fiir Volksaufllirung, fiir Unterricht
und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenheiten [State Office for Public Enlightenment,
Education, and Cultural Affairs]. The meeting was chaired by full member Ernst
Spith, who had been Secretary General of the Academy since 1938.> Heinrich Srbik,
who had been President of the Academy from 1938 to 1945, had left Vienna for
Tyrol, and Vice-President Egon Schweidler had headed for Salzburg. Dietrich Kralik-
Meyrswalden, Secretary of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences, was a
former member of the Nazi Party and had not therefore been invited to attend the
meeting. As all of the actions and orders by the Nazi authorities after 13 March 1938
had been declared null and void, Spith and Meister assumed that the current Presiding
Committee had thus been rendered inoperative.® The aim of the meeting was therefore
to elect interim leaders of the Academy so as to guarantee its restructuring and to
convene an extraordinary General Assembly to select a new Presiding Committee.
Spith was elected as head and Meister as his deputy. Spith assumed the responsibili-
ties of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences, and Meister those of the
Secretary General and Secretary of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences.
He was also tasked with restructuring the staff, taking an inventory, and devising a
new program. On 23 May 1945, the State Office approved the election of the interim
management and their assumption of the responsibilities associated with this
function.

! The archeologist Camillo Praschniker, the only one of five invited Nazi Party members to
attend the meeting, had applied for membership to the Nazi Party but had been refused because
of a Jewish grandmother. He initially retained his professorship at the University of Vienna but
was removed from his position in 1945. For details on Praschniker, see Pfefferle/Plefferle
(2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, pp. 128-30, and Wlach (2012), Praschniker.

% See Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie, pp. 313—4.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 May 1945 (A 994), Annex, Spith and Meister
to Staatsamt fiir Volksaufklirung, fiir Unterricht und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenhbeiten
[State Office for Public Enlightenment, Education, and Cultural Affairs] of 19 May 1945.

* See Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie, pp. 315-6.
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Fig. 78: Letter of the Academy to the State Office of 19 May 1945
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Among the central agendas of the new Presiding Committee was the restructuring
of the staff and institutions of the Academy and their reintegration into international
networks. The main precondition for accomplishing these tasks was the restoration of
institutional autonomy, which was also confirmed by the State Office on 23 May
through the re-entry into force of the Academy Law of 1921 and the Statutes of
1922, replacing the Provisional Statutes. After the first General Assembly of 18 May
1945, steps were taken to review the political affiliations of the members and staff,
recall ordinary and corresponding members who had been excluded between 1938
and 1941, and dismiss those members whose political liabilities made them unac-
ceptable. There was also a need to safeguard the Academy’s assets, return the material
that had been moved elsewhere, elaborate a work plan, draft a budget, and prepare for
elections.

The new Presiding Committee

The legal situation of the Academy was defined in the minutes of the first General
Assembly: The legal position invalidating all dispositions made after 13 March 1938 also
applies to the appointments to the Presiding Committee of the Academy. Thus Srbik,
Schweidler, Kralik-Meyrswalden, and Spith were all removed from office. The chem-
ist Ernst Spith, who had been rector of the University of Vienna before the “Anschluss”,
was subsequently re-elected, as mentioned above. He had resigned from this office on
15 March 1938 saying “that the interests of the University of Vienna can be repre-
sented only if the office of the rector is held by a man [Fritz Knoll], who is a member
of the Party.”® The same year Spith was elected Secretary General of the Academy, a
position he retained until the end of the war.” Richard Meister, interim deputy head
of the Academy, had had to give up his professorship of education in 1938. Instead
he was assigned a tenured professorship in classical philology, the subject of one of his
two habilitations.® In addition, in 1943 he had been made interim head of the depart-
ments of philosophy, psychology, and education, which had been merged to form a
large Department of Philosophy. He was not a member of the Nazi Party but belonged
to several Nazi associations.” In the authoritarian Stindestaat [Corporate State], he
had represented academic research on the Bundeskulturar [Federal Cultural Council]
and had belonged to several pan-German associations such as the Deutscher Klub
[German Club].

5 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 May 1945 (A 994). The complete invalidation
of dispositions made during the Nazi era, such as the confirmation of newly elected members
by the Reich Minister for Science, Education, and Culture, was not ultimately effected.

¢ Quoted in Lichtenberger-Fenz (1988), Hochschulen, p. 269.

7 See Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie, p. 314.

8 See Romer/Schreiner (2010), Dis-kontinuititen, pp. 320-39.

? See Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie, pp. 321-2.
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Fig. 79: Presiding Committee at the Ceremonial Session of 1947

The interim heads of the Academy, Spith and Meister, were elected definitively as
President and Vice-President at the extraordinary General Assembly of 30 October
1945. Josef Keil and Adalbert Prey were elected as the other members of the Presiding
Committee. The classical historian Keil was Secretary General and Secretary of the
Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences from 1945 to 1959, and the astrono-
mer Prey was Secretary of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences from
1945 to 1949. Along with Spith and Meister, Prey and Keil were part of the network
of Academy members who had started their careers during the authoritarian
Stiindestaar and had survived the Nazi era unscathed. Prey had been elected a full
member in 1935, Keil an ordinary member in 1939. After the sudden death of Ernst
Spith, the meteorologist Heinrich Ficker was elected Academy President in Novem-
ber 1946. This newly elected Presiding Committee had the responsible task of restruc-
turing the post-war Academy.

Restructuring the Academy staff

After the legal basis for the continuation of the Academy had been established, the
Presiding Committee now took steps to recall members and staff who had been dis-
missed in 1938 and to examine the political background of Academy members and
staff in accordance with the Verbotsgesetz [law banning re-engagement in National
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Fig. 80: Ernst Spith Fig. 81: Richard Meister

Fig. 82: Josef Keil Fig. 83: Adalbert Prey
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Fig. 84: Heinrich Ficker

Socialist activities] of 8 May 1945."° The following section will deal briefly with the
political screening of leading staff members: The two highest-placed administrators in
the Academy, the Actuaries Viktor Junk and Wilfried Oberhummer, had been mem-
bers of the Nazi Party. Junk, an illegal Nazi since 1933, had retired on 1 February
1945, Oberhummer (applicant since 1938, member since 1942) initially remained in
office by agreement of the Federal Ministry of Education. The political screening of
the Academy staff was carried out on the basis of a ministerial decree of 8 March 1946
(No. 1147/Pras/46) under the responsibility of the Special Commission at First
Instance of the University of Vienna. The Academy sent its Secretary, Adalbert Prey,
to this Commission. Rafael Kaiser, senior gardener of the Institute for Experimental
Biology (BVA) (Nazi Party applicant since 1943), and the equally incriminated staff
members Franz Kéck and Marie Repototschnig no longer worked for the Academy.
Oberhummer (member of the Betriebs-SA [Academy’s internal SA organization for
employees] and of the “Nationalsozialistische Volkswohlfahrt” [“National Socialist
People’s Welfare”]) remained in office thanks, amongst other things, to a mitigating
letter by Academy President Ernst Spath."" Oberhummer became First Actuary and
together with Ludmilla Krestan, the Second Actuary who initially had been entrusted

10 See essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger and Dieter J. Hecht, “Denazification at the
Academy of Sciences,” pp. 163-79.

11 See AOAW, PA Wilfried Oberhummer, and AOAW, Politischer Fragebogen, Mitarbeiter, ad
Oberhummer.
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by Richard Meister on 3 August 1945 with managing the agendas of both actuaries,
was responsible for the agendas of both Sections in the first years after the war.'?

Institutional restructuring of the Academy

The first activities were designed to safeguard the Academy’s material assets, secure
funding for its work, and to draft a work plan. The main building of the Academy
had been heavily damaged during an air raid in the fall of 1944 and during the fight-
ing in April 1945, and the ceiling fresco in the ceremonial hall was in jeopardy because
of humidity. The repair work was started in 1946 with funds from the Federal Min-
istry of Education and the State and Federal Building Administration of the Republic
and completed by the early 1950s. The general assembly was held again in the main
building for the first time on 7 December 1945. The inventories that had been moved
out of the Academy in wartime had been returned in their entirety by the summer of
1946 and the library was re-established in 1947. A reading room for members of the
Academy was set up in the clubroom. The building at Liebiggasse 5, where the Phono-
gram Archive is still housed today, had also been severely damaged. The large recording
room was repaired with the support of the State and Federal Building Administration
in 1947/48. The remains of the building of the Institute for Experimental Biology in
the Prater, which had been completely destroyed during the fighting in 1945, were
sold in April 1947 to the Prater-Betriebsgesellschaft [Service Management], with the
proceeds going to the Biological Station in Lunz. The buildings in which the Institute
for Radium Research and the Wiener Worterbuchkanzlei [Austrian-Bavarian Dictionary
Commission] had been housed were intact.

In 1945 the pre-war Academy was also reconstructed symbolically. The Commis-
sion for the Publication of Late Latin Texts was renamed Commission for Editing the
Corpus of the Latin Church Fathers and the addition in the original “of critically
amended texts” was left out. The Prehistoric Commission and South-Eastern Com-
mission, both of which had been renamed between 1938 and 1945, initially retained
these names. Starting in December 1945, the reconversion of Academy foundations
that had been renamed and/or transformed in 1939 and that had played a central role
in the execution of the Academy’s projects was addressed. Furthermore, the original
fund statutes were restored by deleting racial passages and stipulations of responsibil-
ity towards the former German Reich. The Guttenbrunner Foundation was renamed
the Gustav Figdor Foundation in 1946; in the Anton Hansgirg Foundation, the
words “without discrimination by nation and religion” were added again; the Wagner
Jauregg Foundation was given back the name of its founder, the Jewish doctor from
Czernowitz Arnold Flinker and was now called again Arnold Flinker and Julius
Wagner Jauregg Foundation. In the statutes of the Seder]l Foundation, all references
to the Nazi era were expunged, and in the statutes of the Matthdus and Rudolf Much

12 See AOAW, PA Wilfried Oberhummer, and AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of
25 October 1946 (A 1005).
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Prize Foundation the sentence Prize winners must be ethnic Germans of Aryan descent
and the reference to “Abnenerbe” [Ancestral Heritage] were removed. The statutes of
the Grillparzer Prize were redrafted."

The audit of the Academy’s annual accounts in December 1945 for the period
from 1 April 1945 showed a surplus of RM 160,440.79. This was equivalent to the
average amount earmarked annually for the Academy by the Nazi state.’ The Acad-
emy had received no funding from the Republic of Austria between April and Octo-
ber of that year and a total of OS 14,300 (RM:OS = 1:1) for November and Decem-
ber. Among the commissions that had received the largest share of state subsidies
during the Nazi period were the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae, the Egyptian Commis-
sion, and the Phonogram Archive. Alongside these, in the decade after the war, the
Biological Station in Lunz and the new Commissions for Spatial Research and Recon-
struction and the Austrian Biographical Lexicon received increased funding from the
state.

The interim heads of the Academy saw their main task as being the speedy resump-
tion of academic work. The first regular General Assembly on 22 June 1945 adopted
a decision to dissolve the Commission for Publication of Writings on the Study of
Race and Human Genetics established in 1942, to resume the activities of the other
commissions, to establish a meeting timetable for 1945, and to restructure the Ver-
bandkommission [Commission for the association of Austrian academic institutions],
which will be discussed in greater detail below. The resumption of the full publication
program was a declared aim in order to show the uninterrupted continuation of the
Academy’s work. The main program point was to continue to work in the same spirit of
strict scholarship as it had always been done. According to Meister’s speech of 22 June
1945 on the work program for the near future, however, work by authors who, for per-
sonal reasons, would evince unnecessary criticism had to be postponed. Meister there-
fore emphasized that the content of all publications would be strictly checked to ensure
that no trace of National Socialist ideology had crept in."

15 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 4 June 1946 (A 1003), Annex, report of the Vice-
President on the redrafting of the statutes of the foundations. The decision to rename the
Wagner Jauregg Foundation is not mentioned in the Almanachs.

4 Between 1939 and 1943 the state subsidy was at around 15 percent, before being reduced to
5 percent in 1944. After 1945 the share of the Academy assets was to be gradually reduced in
favor of state subsidies. See the unpublished audit of the annual statements of the Academy
from 1938 to 1955 by the economist Johanna Aigner, MS., carried out within the framework
of the research project “Continuity and Transformation. The Austrian Academy of Sciences in
the 20th Century,” run by Institute of Culture Studies and Theatre History and subsidized by
the city of Vienna (MA 7).

15 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report by Richard Meister.
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Resistance to restructuring

In June 1945 the Academy was confronted with plans for a fundamental restructur-
ing. They provided for its reorganization into a kind of Wissenschafiskammer [profes-
sional association of academics] whose task it would be to centrally coordinate aca-
demic institutions and bodies in Austria.'® The shock that these restructuring plans
caused was immense and was still being echoed in the official speeches of the mem-
bers of the Presiding Committee in 1946 and 1947. In his opening speech at the
1946 Ceremonial Session, Ernst Spith referred explicitly to the averted restructuring
plans.'” In his speech at the centennial celebration in 1947, Meister also spoke of “the
kind of rash project” that, “as always in revolutionary times,” had been suggested for
the Academy in 1945, but also of the successful resistance to it.'"® Maintaining the
independence of the most important non-university research institution and schol-
arly society in Austria was justified on two counts: first, on account of its resistance
activities during the Nazi era, e.g. the rejection of the founding of a Reich Academy
of Sciences with its headquarters in Berlin; and second, on account of the immediate
commencement of an extensive program of basic research, which — as Meister
informed the full members — is linked to the problems that have arisen out of Austria’s
soil and history or which could be carried out thanks to the existence of major researchers
in the various areas of science and the humanities."” By resisting the attacks on the Acad-
emy’s independence, Meister took the initiative. On 3 August 1945 he set about the
transformation of the Verbandkommission wissenschaftlicher Korperschaften [Commis-
sion for the association of academic bodies], established in 1892, into the Verband-
kommission dsterreichischer Wissenschaft [Commission for the association of Austrian
academic institutions], which would act in the future as focal point for the coordina-
tion of academic institutions and bodies in Austria. This move — presenting old struc-
tures in a new guise — proved to be a successful strategy.

International integration and networking

International networking occurred after 1945 at two levels: the election of corre-
sponding members abroad, and exchange with other academies and participation in
conferences. This approach has established itself as a constant feature of Academy
policy. After World War I, persons from former enemy countries were rarely elected
as Academy members. For the most part the proposals for election were restricted to
candidates from the German Reich and neutral states, such as the Scandinavian

16 Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 191.

17 Opening speech of the President of the Academy of Sciences, Ernst Spith, in: Almanach for
1946, 96 (1948), pp. 35-41.

18 Ceremonial speech by Vice-President Richard Meister, “The history of the Academy of Sci-
ences in Vienna 1847-1947,” in: Almanach for 1946, 96 (1948), pp. 196-216, here p. 214.

19 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report by Richard Meister.
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countries.”” After 1945, the election of corresponding members from abroad became
more international.

Resumption of international relations by the Academy after 1945 was done
through Allied institutions, to whom the Academy had to present activity reports.”!
In November 1945, the Soviet Academy of Sciences in Moscow was the first to apply
for a resumption of the exchange of papers with the Academy in Vienna and a num-
ber of scientific institutions in Austria. The Moscow Academy successfully requested
the publications of the Vienna Academy from 1939 to 1945.% In late 1945, the Brit-
ish Council invited the Academy to exchange papers with British scientific journals.?
Further contacts followed in 1946, along with the first trips abroad by Academy
members; initially these had to be approved by the authorities. In early 1946, the
Schweizer Naturforschende Gesellschaft [Swiss Association of the Natural Sciences]
invited the Academy to its 200th anniversary celebrations. Spith accepted the invita-
tion, but died in Zurich on 30 September 1946 during his visit.** Contacts were also
established in the summer of 1946 with German academies, as, for example, through
the invitation by the Saxon Academy to its 100th anniversary celebrations,” and in
the fall of the same year to the meeting of the Academy Cartel in Géttingen.” Impor-
tant steps in building up international relations included the exchange of papers with
the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., from 1949, and the inclusion of Aus-
tria in the International Council of Scientific Unions on 19 June 1949. The Academy
represented Austria on this Council and sent its President Heinrich Ficker as its del-
egate to the General Assembly in Copenhagen in September 1949.%” In March of that
year, discussions resumed concerning participation in the Cartel of German Acad-
emies. The Vienna Academy adopted a decision stating that it attached great impor-
tance to having a delegate in the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae Commission, regardless
of whether the Cartel rightly continues to exist today [...] and even in the event that the
Cartel were to be disbanded or temporarily suspended. The academies in German-
speaking countries had formed a Cartel in 1893 with to the aim of editing the
Thesaurus Linguae Latinae. Following an inquiry by the Federal Ministry of Edu-
cation in 1949, the Academy decided to participate again in the Cartel of German
Academies, arguing that it was not a creation of the Nazi era.?® The Cartel was not
to be revived in its original form, however. Participation by the Academy in the

2 See Graf-Stuhlhofer (1995), Akademie, p. 148.

21 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 October 1946 (A 1005).

22 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 7 December 1945 (A 998).

2 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 January 1946 (A 999).

24 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 17 May 1946 (A 1002), and AOAW, Minutes
of the General Assembly of 25 October 1946 (A 1005).

% See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 5 July 1946 (A 1004).

26 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 October 1946 (A 1005).

%7 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 1 July 1949 (A 1028).

28 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 11 March 1949 (A 1025).
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Thesaurus Linguae Latinae and the publication of the Monumenta Germaniae Histor-
ica was assured by a different approach.

In December 1953, President Meister the annual meeting of the Bavarian Acad-
emy of Sciences as a delegate for the first time.”” After his return, he suggested,
unsuccessfully, that gowns be introduced for the Presiding Committee, as was the
practice in the Bavarian Academy.*

Through its various activities the Academy thus achieved the level of international

cooperation and integration that it had enjoyed before 1938.
Johannes Feichtinger/Dieter J. Hecht

29 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 29 January 1954 (A 1062).
30 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 30 April 1954 (A 1064), and AOAW, Minutes
of the Election Meeting of the Academy as a Whole of 26 May 1957 (A 1089).






Denazification at the Academy of Sciences

The 22 June 1945 could have been an auspicious day for the Academy, but it was not.
On that Friday, nineteen full members (including five members or applicants for
membership of the Nazi Party, banned since 8 May 1945) met in the Department of
Classical Philology of the University of Vienna for the first regular General Assembly
since the end of the war. The meeting was chaired by the interim head Ernst Spith;
his deputy Richard Meister reported on the Academy’s activities. The most sensitive
item was the political screening of the members of the Academy," which was discussed in
the second part of the meeting from which former members of the Nazi Party or
those who had applied for membership were excluded. On 16 June the most senior
member of the Academy, Viennese historian Alfons Dopsch,” had submitted proposals
for restructuring.

His most important motion was that all members who were Party members should
automatically be deprived of the honorable position of being a member of the Academy,
even if they retain their positions at the university.> The motion, which at this time
exceeded the Siihnefolgen [atonement] required by law, was defeated because of the
resistance of the deputy interim leader and Secretary General of the Academy, Richard
Meister, who persuaded the fourteen full members present’ of the inadmissibility of
the automatic collective exclusion of members who had been members of the Nazi
Party. Dopsch’s motion also called for other more extensive changes: all elections
between March 1938 and March 1945 should be reviewed, the interim leadership,
including Meister as deputy interim leader, should be replaced following new elec-
tions as soon as possible, and the type of membership should be made dependent on

" AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995).

* For details of Dopsch, see Buchner (2008), Dopsch.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), Annex, Dopsch to Spith
of 16 June 1945.

4 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report of Richard
Meister and his comments on Dopsch’s motion.

> Five full members who had taken part in the General Assembly had to leave the room on
account of their membership or application for membership of the Nazi Party (Kralik-
Meyrswalden, Kruppa, Mewaldt, Saliger, Wild). Other Nazi Party members (Brunner, Egger,
Junker, Mache, Mayrhofer, Praschniker, Sedlmayr) had been invited to the General Assembly
but were not in attendance. Members who did not live in Vienna or who were not in Vienna
at the time of the meeting (Bauer, Nadler) were not invited, nor were those for whom it was
assumed that their continuance in the Academy would be in violation of the Constitutional
Law on the Prohibition of the Nazi Party (Knoll, Pernkopf, Christian, Schonbauer). Those
members whose professorships had been indefinitely suspended by the Swmatsamr fiir Volks-
aufklirung, fiir Unterricht und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenhbeiten [State Office for Public
Enlightenment, Education, and Cultural Affairs] (Schaffernak, Menghin, Stbik) were also not
invited.
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Fig. 85: Minutes of the first ordinary General Assembly of 22 June 1945
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the domicile of the member. The full members, according to Dopsch’s proposal,
should be domiciled in Vienna (so as to guarantee that the meetings were quorate),
and the corresponding members should be domiciled outside Vienna. If his motion
had been carried, the Academy would have had to exclude half of its full members,
including Heinrich Srbik, and three-fifths of its corresponding members inland, and
would have had to admit that it — as a scholarly body — had not behaved during the
Nazi era in the way that Richard Meister, the architect of political screenings at the
Academy, had been claiming was the case at least since June 1945: 7he Academy |...]
can look back on the time since 1938 with a clear conscience. It made only very few, insig-
nificant, and coerced concessions to the pressure of these years.®

Fig. 86: Alfons Dopsch

Meister used a subtle argument to refute Dopsch’s motion for a general solution’
regarding cleansing of the personnel. He had received the authorization of the State
Office for the immediate election of a new Presiding Committee, but he regarded
Dopsch’s motion as a serious defamation of and disdain for the work of the provisional
Committee. He skillfully played off Dopsch’s motions against one another by linking

¢ AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995); see facsimile on the left
side.

7 Ibid.
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them. He rejected the reserving of full membership to persons domiciled in Vienna
as un-Austrian centralism® — but without a quorate General Assembly there would be
no election of a definitive Presiding Committee, and without a definitive Presiding
Committee there could be no definitive exclusion of the Nazi Party members. The
General Assembly rejected the motions for restricting full membership to Viennese
members and for the immediate new election of the Presiding Committee, where-
upon Dopsch withdrew his motion for the automatic exclusion of Nazi Party mem-
bers. It is unclear why Dopsch submitted this motion. What is clear is that he was one
of the most active members of the Academy between 1938 and 1945 and was the
chairman or member of twelve commissions. It may therefore be assumed that in
retrospect, he believed that the actions of Nazi Party members were irreconcilable
with Academy membership, which he described as the greatest scientific honor.”

The Academy thus continued the approach chosen by Meister in May 1945 of
individual denazification, albeit with a slight change in orientation. In May 1945 the
provisional Committee had notified the Staatsamt fiir Volksaufllirung, fiir Unterricht
und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenheiten [State Office for Public Enlightenment,
Education, and Cultural Affairs] of the following steps: recall of full and corresponding
members who left the Academy in connection with the political events of 1938 and exclu-
sion of members who have been removed from their positions under particularly incrimi-
nating circumstances or (if retired or private) are unacceptable for the same reasons."® The
first step was carried out but the second was delayed — and ultimately abandoned. In
the years 1938 to 1941 “racially” and politically persecuted members of the Academy
had been excluded regardless of their scholastic excellence."" Many free positions had
been filled by Nazi Party members. Between 1945 and 1948 the membership of for-
mer Nazi Party members was officially held in abeyance. In 1949, however, practically
all former Nazi Party members who had had to give up their positions (at least tem-
porarily) at the universities once again appeared in the membership of the Academy

of Sciences. How did this happen?

Denazification and its contexts

The upheaval in 1945 offered various political actors an opportunity to interfere with
the autonomous position of the Academy that was based on the Academy Law of 1921

8 With few exceptions, the ordinary members of the Academy of Sciences before 1945 were all
from Vienna. In the Almanach for 1938, 88 (1939), there were 49 Viennese members com-
pared with just 7 non-Viennese.

9 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), Annex, Dopsch to Spith
of 16 June 1945.

1 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 May 1945 (A 994), Annex, Spith and Meister
to Staatsamt fiir Volksaufklirung, fiir Unterricht und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenbeiten
[State Office for Public Enlightenment, Education, and Cultural Affairs] of 19 May 1945.

! Matis (1997), Anpassung, and the essay in this volume by Herbert Matis, “Exclusion of mem-
bers,” pp. 53-9.
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and the Statutes of 1922-5. Although the State Office had decreed as early as 23 May
1945 that the original Statutes re-enter into force, the political venture aimed ata “com-
plete restructuring” of the Academy as some kind of a Wissenschafiskammer [profes-
sional association of academics] for Austria had endangered its existence as a scholarly
society.'? Richard Meister managed to repel all efforts to reduce the Academy’s re-found
autonomy, and he also acted with relative autonomy in the denazification process.

Meister’s main strategy was to now use the signs of self-assertion that the Academy
had shown during the Nazi era as an argument to ward off the demands of the state
and politicians. This applied, for example, to the exclusion of Academy members who
had been members of the Nazi party. Meister asserted that how it was perceived abroad
was not the major consideration, but rather that the retention of members in the Academy
should be judged above all with account taken of the need for uninterrupted continuation
and intensification, especially in the near future, of the Academys research work.” In this
context he mentioned Heinrich Srbik, whose exclusion from the Academy should not
be automatic because as President of the Academy he had not acted at any time in the
spirit of Nazism, but had emphasized the Austrian tradition and, in a number of cases,
had personally and resolutely opposed unacceptable political demands coming even from
the Reich Ministry of Science. Meister cited numerous examples, giving expression to
his conviction that i¢ [the Academyl][...] could not simply carry on from where it had
left off in 1938 because it had never stopped working according to its tradition of strictly
objective research. It needs only continue on the path it had pursued at all times since the
days of its establishment."*

To continue on this path, in May 1945 the Academy had received confirmation
from the State Office that the Statutes approved on 14 February 1922 on the basis of
the Academy Law (Bundesgesetzblatt 569/1921) and the By-Laws adopted on
29 May 1922 had re-entered into force. The Statutes of the Academy did not provide
for the cancellation or abeyance of membership. This circumstance alone fostered a
“benevolent” denazification process. With the exception of four particularly incrimi-
nated illegal Nazis,"” the Nazi Party members were not excluded, but their member-
ship of the Academy merely held in abeyance.'® The prospect was held out to some
members that even if the screening process was unfavorable, the Academy reserved
the right to render their membership active again. By 25 August 1946, screening had
revealed that around half of the full members — 26 out of 53 — and three-fifths of the

corresponding members inland — 38 out of 66 — had been members or applicants for

12 Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 191.

13 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report by Richard Meister.

14 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), p. 5; facsimile on p. 164,
Fig. 85.

15 Viktor Christian, Fritz Knoll, Karl Mayrhofer, and Eduard Pernkopf were deleted from the list
of members. More information further down on p. 171.

16 Between 1948 and 1950, the four excluded full members, Viktor Christian, Fritz Knoll, Karl
Mayrhofer, and Eduard Pernkopf, were reinstated as fully fledged members of the Academy.
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membership of the Nazi Party.'” While Otto Brunner, Viktor Christian, Fritz Knoll,
Josef Nadler, Oswald Menghin, Eduard Pernkopf, and Heinrich Srbik were not
allowed to continue to teach at the university, their Academy membership was reac-
tivated. Christian and Menghin, who did not initially figure in the official list of
members, were listed again in 1950 and 1959, respectively, Christian as a full mem-
ber and Menghin as a corresponding member abroad. Other Nazi Party members
among full members, such as the Germanist Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden, the math-
ematician Karl Mayrhofer, the art historian Hans Sedlmayr, and the Anglicist
Friedrich Wild, were able to start new university careers.'®

The interim leadership of the Academy tried initially to sidestep the statutory
provisions concerning denazification but had been obliged to comply with them after
July 1945. This procedure shows, as Herbert Matis aptly puts it, that “sustained and
internal critical engagement with the Nazi era” was neither considered nor, as it will
be shown, applied at all at the Academy."”

Denazification procedure at the Academy

The denazification measures were carried out on the basis of the Verborsgeserz [law
banning re-engagement in National Socialist activities] of 8 May 1945, the decree of
the State Office No. 2805/111/4a/45 of 2 August 1945 on the immediate removal
from office of all Party members, the amendment to the Verbotsgeserz of 15 August
1945, and the 3rd Verbotsgeserz Executive Order of 22 August 1945. Spith, the
interim head of the Academy, had already sent a letter on 1 June 1945, i.e. before the
promulgation of the Verbotsgesetz of 8 May (promulgated on 6 June 1945), to the
members of the Academy living in Vienna requesting them to give an account of their
attitude | ...] to the former Nazi Party.*® The letter stated that membership of the Acad-
emy, a legal entity under the special protection of the state, was irreconcilable with
illegal membership of the Nazi Party or Nazi organizations (SS, SA, NSKK, NSFK)
or high office in the Party. The members were asked to fill out a form and were
informed that refusal to do so would be construed to mean that they did not wish to

17 Graf-Stuhlhofer (1995), Akademie, and Matis (1997), Anpassung, have carried out significant
preparatory work for a study of the denazification of Academy members. Of the 64 “incrimi-
nated” persons, ten full members and 24 corresponding members were initially excluded. The
membership of four full members and one corresponding member was “temporarily sus-
pended” (until their degree of incrimination had been determined). Another twelve full mem-
bers and thirteen corresponding members were classified as “less incriminated,” Matis (1997),
Anpassung, pp. 65-6.

18 Pfefferle/Plefterle (2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, and Rathkolb (2005), Universitit Wien,
pp. 38-53.

1 Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 67.

20 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), Annex, Spith to members
of the Academy of 1 June 1945.
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Fig. 87: Letter of the Academy to the State Office of 11 July 1945
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remain in the Academy.” The interim leadership conveniently ignored the fact that
registration obligation and atonement under the Verbossgesetz applied not just to ille-
gals, members of Nazi organizations, and high Nazi Party officials, but also to persons
who had been ordinary members of the Nazi Party after 12 March 1938. Meister had
allowed this group of ordinary Party members or applicants to work at the Academy for
the time being if there were no concerns on account of conspicuous activity in favor of
Nazism.*

In a confidential meeting, Spith and Meister reported on 3 August 1945 that they
had had to report on 10 July to Undersecretary of State Karl Lugmayer and Ministe-
rialrat [Ministerial Councilor] Otto Skrbensky on account of suspicions regarding the
continuation of the political screening of Academy members.® Following the meet-
ing at the State Office?® and the decree of 2 August 1945, the Academy was required
to act within the meaning of the Verborsgesetz and, analogous to the universities, to
exclude Nazi members 772 general from their ranks. Additionally, the Academy was not
allowed to reinstate them until a rehabilitation process had been carried out on the
basis of the questionnaire, which was also applicable to civil servants. A vote as to
whether the Presiding Committee should continue as before or, like the state, should sus-
pend the membership of former Party members was thus academic. The Academy un-
animously resolved to suspend the membership of all former members of the Nazi
Party and to inform them thereof.> It did not feel obliged, however, to abide in all
cases by the results of the screening by the university.”® Following the decision that mem-

2! According to the Verbotsgesetz of 8 May 1945, persons with regular domicile in Austria who
had belonged to the Nazi Party between 1 July 1933 and 27 April 1945 were subject to registra-
tion with the corresponding registration authorities. Membership or application for member-
ship of the Nazi Party entailed atonement, e. g. dismissal or early retirement. The list of persons
was to be publicized. Under the law, “illegals,” those who had been members of the Nazi Party
or one of its organizations before 13 March 1938, were guilty of high treason. Those who had
joined afterwards were to be registered as Mitliufer [bystanders] but were also subject to atone-
ment. In Austria some 535,000 persons were registered in 1945/46 as former Nazi Party mem-
bers. Their names were removed from the list by order of the denazification commissions and
by the execution of the National Socialist Law of 1947 and of the so-called Amnesty Law of
1948.

2 AOAW, Allgemeine Personalakten, Box 3, Folder 16, Official memo on the suspension of
membership of the Academy of 4 August 1945.

2 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of August 3, 1945 (A 996), annex, confidential
meeting [of July 10].

24 See AOAW, Allgemeine Akten, No. 108/1945, Minutes of the meeting at the State Office of
the interim directors of the Academy of Sciences with Undersecretary of State Dr Karl
Lugmayer and Ministerial Councilor Dr Skrbensky of 11 July 1945; also AOAW;, Allgemeine
Akten, No. 109/1945, Meister to Lugmayer on political screening of full members of 11 July
1945 [with the comment delivered in person]; see facsimile overleaf.

5 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 3 August 1945 (A 996), Annex, confidential
meeting [of 10 July].

% Ibid. Only in the case of retirees did Meister recommend the [definitive] exclusion of former

illegals or Party officials.
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bership of all former Nazi Party members or applicants was to be held in abeyance
until rehabilitation by decision of the State Office Examination Commission or rescission
of the obligation to register by the State Office of the Interior, the full members concerned
were not invited to the Election Meeting of 30 October 1945.%” They were informed,
however, that this measure would be rescinded immediately “in the event of a favora-
ble outcome” of the screening process.”® Franz Graf-Stuhlhofer notes that in the let-
ters to members Rudolf Egger and Josef Nadler, the Academy reserved the right to
“reverse abeyance on membership” even “in the event of an unfavorable outcome.””
The first definitive denazification measures consisted in the termination of the full
membership of Viktor Christian, Fritz Knoll, Karl Mayrhofer, and Eduard Pernkopf,
as pronounced at the sectional meetings of 17 and 18 October 1945.%° As it proved
later, this exclusion was not definitive and the memberships were revived in 1948 and
1950. No further measures were taken in 1945.

Fig. 88: Minutes of the General Assembly of 30 October 1945 (extract)

Many of those who had been dismissed or removed from the university and had
their Academy membership held in abeyance continued to attend Academy meetings
and, after the sudden death of Ernst Spith in November 1946, even took part in the
election of the new President Heinrich Ficker. They also appeared on unpublished
lists as chairmen or members of the individual commissions.” For the years 1945
(after 27 April), 1946, and 1947, the Academy did not publish a list of members in
the Almanach, despite the fact that, according to the Statutes, it had to contain a list
of all members. In those years the problem of political screening of Academy members

77 AOAW, extraordinary General Assembly of 30 October 1945 (A 997).

28 Graf-Stuhlhofer (1995), Akademie, p. 147.

2 Tbid.

30 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 30 October 1945 (A 997).

31 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 7 December 1945 (A 998), Annex, Commis-
sions (14 November 1945).
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was tacitly ignored at the meetings.*? In contrast, Academy members repeatedly
considered the political screening of Academy employees.*® The Presiding Committee
supported the reinstatement not only of Chancellery Secretary Wilfried Oberhummer
(Nazi Party member since 1942), who had been responsible for the centralized man-
agement of the chancellery and accounts department since 21 October 1938% and had
risen to become First Actuary, but also of the illegal Nazi Party member Walter Ruth
as head of the Phonogram Archive, Franz Ruttner as head of the Biological Station in
Lunz, as well as other (including illegal) Nazis. Most were able to resume work in
their old positions.

The denazification issue appears in the minutes of the Academy meetings again
after the promulgation of the National Socialist Law of 17 February 1947. Two para-
graphs in this law refer directly to the Academy. Paragraph 18n states that incrimi-
nated Academy members were subject to atonement consisting in not being permit-
ted to belong to the Academy as full members or corresponding members inland.
Under paragraph 19j, less incriminated persons could not be full members or corre-
sponding members inland until 30 April 1950. Exceptions were made for less incrim-
inated persons over 70 years of age and of invalid class III, and incriminated persons
of invalid class IV.¥ The direct impact of the National Socialist Law on Academy
members who had not yet been exempted from atonement was that they were not
allowed to attend the confidential part of meetings and were not invited to the cen-
tennial celebration in 1947.° Exceptions were made for full members Hermann
Junker, Camillo Praschniker, Heinrich Mache, and honorary member Hans Sperl,
who were over 70 and had been classified as less incriminated. The indirect impact of
the law can be seen in a report by Meister, which he presented to the General Assembly
on 10 October 1947, on the latest status of denazification. Only nine of 35 full mem-
bers of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences and six of 32 in the Sec-
tion for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences were still being held in abeyance, and
in both Sections two unnamed members had departed. Because of the age limit on

32 See Almanachs for 1945, 95 (1947); 1946, 96 (1948), and 1947, 97 (1948). Only in the Gen-
eral Assembly of October 25, 1946 did Meister refer to the denazification in the Academy,
reporting: by order of the Allies notified by telephone on 24 August 1946, a report on denazification
had to be provided by 10 a.m. on 25 August 1946. AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of
25 October 1946 (A 1005). See also AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 30 October
1945 (A 997).

3 See the essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger and Dieter J. Hecht, “Tasks and areas of
responsibility of the new Presiding Committee,” pp. 151-61.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 21 October 1938 (A 939).

% See Federal Constitutional Law of 6 February 1947 on the treatment of National Socialists
(National Socialist Law) published on 17 February 1947, Federal Legal Gazette, No. 25/1947.

36 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 21 February 1947 (A 1008), and AOAW,
Minutes of the General Assembly of 25 April 1947 (A 1010). In the Minutes of the General
Assembly of 21 March 1947 (A 1009) mathematician Erwin Kruppa, botanist Karl Hofler, and
geologist Kurt Leuchs are listed as gueszs.
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Fig. 89: National Socialist Law of 17 February 1947 (extract)
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Fig. 90: Minutes of the General Assembly of 9 January 1948 (extract)
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atonement, former Nazi Party members or applicants Wilhelm Bauer, Arnold Durig,
and Heinrich Mache appeared again in the lists as fully fledged members of the Acad-
emy. The abeyance of membership of classical philologists Johannes Mewaldt and
Albin Lesky was rescinded as a result of their removal from the list, and Camillo
Praschniker was reinstated because he was not obliged to register.””

On 9 January 1948 Meister was again able to report to the General Assembly that
the following full members were still listed as less incriminated: in the Section for
Humanities and the Social Sciences Otto Brunner, Rudolf Egger, Dietrich Kralik-
Meyrswalden, Josef Nadler, Ernst Schonbauer, Heinrich Srbik, Hans Sedlmayr, Artur
Steinwenter, and Friedrich Wild, and in the Section for Mathematics and the Natural
Sciences Fritz Knoll, Erwin Kruppa, Karl Mayrhofer, and the engineers Karl
Federhofer and Friedrich Schaffernak, who both were classified as invalid class III.
The chemist Anton Skrabal was removed from the list as he was 70 years old. Viktor
Christian and Oswald Menghin were still incriminated, and Eduard Pernkopf and
the engineer and “Anschluss rector” of the Vienna College of Technology Rudolf
Saliger undetermined.’® In view of the fact that, according to Meister, a larger number
of the corresponding members inland had left under the law of 1945 than would have
done so under the [law] of 1947, the corresponding members had been requested in
the fall of 1947 to provide evidence from the registration authority of their status as
less incriminated or of the waiving of their registration obligation so that their mem-
bership could again be made permanent.”’

Fig. 91: Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 March 1948 (extract)

37 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 10 October 1947 (A 1013), report by Richard
Meister on denazification, pp. 6-7.

3 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 9 January 1948 (A 1015), political screening
of Academy members; see Mikoletzky (2003), Hortz.

% AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 10 October 1947 (A 1013), report by Richard
Meister on denazification.
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At the General Assembly of 16 March 1948, the fate of individual corresponding
members was decided. Those who had been removed from the list or had reached the
age of 70 could — in the words of the Meister giving the report — ar all events remain
members.* This group included international jurist Alexander Hold-Ferneck, classi-
cal philologist Albin Lesky, musicologist Robert Lach, historian Otto Stolz, physician
Otto Grosser, astronomer Viktor Oberguggenberger, and zoologist Karl Toldt. It was
decided that the membership of corresponding members with the status of less
incriminated or undetermined whose membership of the Academy had been objected
to by other full members should not be revoked but remained held in abeyance until
further notice.*! These included Semitist and Arabist Adolf Grohmann,* ancient his-
torian Franz Miltner, canonist Arnold Pdschl, archeologist Arnold Schober,* histo-
rian Harold Steinacker,* physicists Gerhard Kirsch® und Georg Stetter, and zoolo-
gist Otto Pesta. Those less incriminated corresponding members about whom no
objections had been made were allowed to retain their Academy membership. These
included Anglicist Albert Eichler, Germanists Leo Jutz and Hans Rupprich, geologist
Hans Peter Cornelius, botanist Karl Héfler, geologist and paleontologist Raimund
Klebelsberg, geologist Kurt Leuchs, histologist Viktor Patzelt, botanist Oswald
Richter, zoologist Adolf Staffe, and mineralogist Hermann Tertsch. The decision on a
group whose degree of incrimination was still undetermined at the time was deferred.
This applied to Indologist Erich Frauwallner, economist Adolf Giinther, Germanist
Anton Pfalz, historian Harold Steinacker, Germanist Walter Steinhauser, chemist
Hermann Barrenscheen, mathematicians Anton Huber and Josef Krames, physicist
Gustav Ortner, botanist Otto Porsch, engineer Heinrich Sequenz, and zoologist Otto
Wettstein-Westersheimb.

Since Richard Meister had informed the General Assembly of the danger that
public opinion [...] might object to less incriminated members being allowed to remain
members, the full members voted to reject two options as to how such persons should
be dealt with. One was favored by Secretary General Josef Keil that less incriminated
members should not be expunged at all, and the other that a procedure be established
regarding the continued membership of less incriminated members. A third option was
adopted. Meister reported: the membership of those whose level of incrimination had
not yet been determined and against whom an objection existed az the moment would
remain held in abeyance. 7hose corresponding members who were clearly less incriminated

4 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of March 16, 1948 (A 1017), report by Richard
Meister on the decision on membership of corresponding members inland who had been
members of the Party.

1 Tbid.

2 Wentker (2012), Grobhmann.

# Pesditschek (2012), Miltner; Steirische Gesellschaft fiir Kulturpolitik (1985), Grenzfeste, p. 92
(on Péschl), and Mindler (2011), Schober, p. 86 (on Schober).

# See Spreitzer (2008), Steinacker.

® See Pfefferle/Pfefferle (2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, pp. 118-9.
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and whose continued membership had not been objected to will be informed of their con-
tinued membership and, where this has not yet occurred, will receive all publications since
1945 until further notice. Although Meister announced in this context that printing a
membership list in the 1947 Almanach was unavoidable,* this did not occur. The
Academy was apparently hesitant because of the threat of public criticism.

The turning point came ultimately with the Amnesty Law of 21 April 1948. It
marked the definitive conclusion of the political screening of full, honorary, and corre-
sponding members in Austria who had been [less incriminated] members of the Party.*®
In the confidential part of the General Assembly of 2 July 1948, President Ficker
reported that after the President of the Constitutional Court, full member of the Section
for Humanities and the Social Sciences Univ.-Prof. Dr. Ludwig Adamovich, had obtained
an expert opinion_from both Sections |...], a unanimous decision [was] adopted to invite
all full members who had not been able to belong to the Academy because of that provision
[...] to resume their membership |...] [and] to refrain from any objections in general to
the continued membership of corresponding members.”* All of those invited to rejoin the
Academy accepted the invitation, while Viktor Christian, Oswald Menghin, Eduard
Pernkopf, and the pharmacognosist Ludwig Kofler remained suspended.”® The Fed-
eral Ministry of Education was merely informed of this measure and no authorization
was requested.” With a few exceptions, the holding in abeyance of memberships was
thereby ended. Christian returned to the Academy as full member in 1950, and
Menghin, who was now living in Argentina, became a corresponding member abroad
in 1959. Ludwig Kofler, who had been elected as a corresponding member inland in
1941, died before he could be readmitted. Other corresponding members who had
been dismissed from their professorships in 1945, such as Heinrich Sequenz, Anton
Pfalz, and Anton Huber, were included in the official lists again in 1949. The mem-
bers list for 1949 also included Rudolf Saliger as a full member, despite the efforts of
full members Friedrich Hopfner and Ernst Melan, and corresponding member inland
Karl Wolf to prevent this.

4 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 16 March 1948 (A 1017).

7 Federal Constitutional Law on the early conclusion of the atonement provided for in the
National Socialist Law for less incriminated persons, published on 5 June 1948, BGBI., No.
88/1948.

4 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 2 July 1948 (A 1020), Conclusion of political
screening of full, honorary, and corresponding members inland.

# Ibid.

%% The corresponding members Erich Frauwallner and Anton Pfalz of the Section for Humanities
and the Social Sciences and Hermann Barrenscheen, Anton Huber, Otto Porsch, and Heinrich
Sequenz in the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences did not initially benefit from
the Amnesty Law.

51 AOAW, Ministerium 19481950, Presiding Committee of the Academy to Federal Ministry of
Education of 8 July 1948.
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Fig. 92: Letter of the Academy to Knoll of 16 June 1948
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In 1948, over a third of the reactivated members of the Academy had been mem-
bers of the Nazi Party, and they were to have a decisive influence on the future com-
position of the Academy through their behavior in voting for new members. Richard
Meister had taken charge of the denazification question in April 1945 and never
relinquished control. In 1951 he was elected President of the Academy and remained
in office until 1963. During his Presidency and thereafter, former Nazis were also
rehabilitated symbolically. Erwin Kruppa was Vice-President from 1957 to 1960,
Fritz Knoll was Secretary General from 1959 to 1964 and Secretary of the Section for
Mathematics and the Natural Sciences from 1957 to 1959, and Albin Lesky was
Secretary from 1959 to 1963.

Johannes Feichtinger/Dieter J. Hecht






1945 and after. One break and two continuities

On 19 May 1945, in a letter by the interim heads of the Academy, Ernst Spith and
Richard Meister, to the Staatsamt fiir Volksaufklirung, fiir Unterricht und Erziehung
und fiir Kultusangelegenheiten [State Office for Public Enlightenment, Education, and
Cultural Affairs], the following was considered as a future agenda item: Verification of
the status of members of the Academy, i.e. recall of full and corresponding members who
left in connection with the political events of 1938, and exclusion of members who have
been removed from their official positions or (if retired or private) have become unaccept-
able because of particularly incriminating circumstances."

One break ...

On 22 June 1945, the interim leadership of the Academy announced as a first staff
measure that the suspension of membership on the basis of racial laws or for political
reasons was invalid.” On this day Meister reported the recall of members excluded
after 1938, which he described as reparation® or an “act of reparation.” Stefan Meyer,
August Loehr, Josef Weninger, Walther Brecht, Karl Biihler, Emil Abel, Viktor Moritz
Goldschmidt, Victor Franz Hess, Hermann Franz Mark, Wolfgang Pauli, Ernst Peter
Pick, and Erwin Schrodinger were invited to resume their membership.®

After the fall and winter of 1945, radium researcher Stefan Meyer, historian and
museum director August Loehr, and anthropologist Josef Weninger took part regu-
larly and actively in Academy meetings and activities.® In 1945, Loehr (correspond-
ing member since 1933) and Weninger (corresponding member since 1937) were

1 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 18 May 1945 (A 994), Annex, Spith and Meister
to the Staatsamt fiir Volksaufklirung, fiir Unterricht und Erziehung und fiir Kultusangelegenhbeiten
[State Office for Public Enlightenment, Education, and Cultural Affairs] of 19 May 1945.

2 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995); see also report by Richard
Meister on the restructuring of the Academy personnel after 27 April 1945 in the Almanach for
1945, 95 (1947), pp. 89-91, here p. 90.

3 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report by Richard Meister.

* Meister (1947), Geschichte, p. 188.

5 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report by Richard
Meister. Full members Hans Horst Meyer, Berthold Hatschek, Franz Eduard Suess, and corre-
sponding members Alfred Francis P¥ibram, Eduard Norden, Richard Willstitter, Ernst Theodor
Briicke, Franz Boas, and Alfred Hettner had died in the meantime. At the same time, the
election of Hans Mayer as an ordinary member and George Shull as a corresponding member
abroad, which had not been confirmed by the Reich Minister, were declared valid. Those ordi-
nary members who had lived outside the borders of Austria between 1938 and 1945 became
corresponding members abroad (Fritz Machatschek, Karl Terzaghi, Hermann Weber). See
Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie, p. 316.

¢ Meyer and Lochr had been “racially” persecuted after the “Anschluss”, and Weninger forced
into retirement because of his Jewish wife. He also lost his Academy membership.
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elected full members. Thanks to Stefan Meyer, the expelled physicist Karl Przibram
also returned as full professor to the Department of Physics II of the University of
Vienna in 1946. He was elected into the Academy as a corresponding member in the
same year and as a full member in 1950. Other Academy members excluded after the
“Anschluss” no longer played a significant role in the Academy because they were
abroad. Physics Nobel Prize winner Victor Franz Hess was teaching in New York,
Erwin Schrédinger in Dublin. Schrédinger was elected a full member on his return
in 1956. In 1970, the work of the eminent Viennese researcher Hermann Franz Mark
in New York was also recognized through his election as an honorary member of the
Austrian Academy of Sciences. The first expelled scientist living abroad to become a
corresponding member abroad (in 1947) was the Viennese international jurist Hans
Kelsen, now professor at the University of California, Berkeley. The first woman to
become a corresponding member abroad (in 1948) was the physicist Lise Meitner,
now teaching in Stockholm.” In 1950, the mathematician Paul Funk, persecuted dur-
ing the Nazi era on “racial” grounds, was elected a full member. After liberation from
the Nazi Theresienstadt concentration camp in 1945 he had been appointed profes-
sor at the Vienna College of Technology. Other returnees like the Viennese chemist
Engelbert Broda, who had worked at the Cavendish Laboratory in Cambridge during
World War II, did not become members of the Academy.®

... and two continuities

Former supporters of the authoritarian Stindestaar [Corporate State] took charge at
the Academy and the university in 1945. As conservatives with German national or
Greater German sympathies, most of them had been able to safeguard their positions
at the university and the Academy after the “Anschluss” with the aid of Nazi support-
ers.” After 1948, the pre-1938 elite made it possible for former Nazi Party members,
after a period of denazification, i.e. the removal from their posts and the abeyance of
their Academy membership, to resume their old positions at the university and the
Academy of Sciences.

In 1945, Richard Meister was already supporting the retention of members in the
Academy because of the need for uninterrupted |...] intensive continuation of research
work. This point of view appeared to him as more important than how it was perceived
abroad.” Meister and the other protagonists clearly assumed that the exclusion of half
of the full members would probably have made the Academy ineffective and increased
the chances of it being transformed into a kind of Wissenschafiskammer [protessional
association of academics] in Austria. At the General Assembly of 3 August 1945 it

7 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 13 May 1947 (A 1011), and AOAW, Minutes
of the General Assembly of 25 May 1948 (A 1019). For details on Hans Kelsen, see Feichtinger
(2009), Vernetzungen, pp. 327-35, and for Lise Meitner, see Sexl/Hardy (2002), Meitner.

8 See Oberkofler (2012), Bemerkungen, p. 1, and Oberkofler (2005), Mathematiker, pp. 200—17.

? See Heiss (2005), Wendepunkt, pp. 27-8.

10 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 June 1945 (A 995), report by Richard Meister.
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was therefore decided that Academy members who had belonged to the Nazi Party
should not be excluded but merely have their membership held in abeyance.” On the
basis of sectional decisions of 17 and 18 October 1945, full members Viktor Christian,
Fritz Knoll, Karl Mayrhofer, and Eduard Pernkopf, who had been dismissed from the
university, were initially excluded.'” Further measures were taken only after the
adoption of the National Socialist Law in 1947, and the continuation of the political
screening of members was not discussed at the General Assemblies.”® Following the
Amnesty Law of 21 April 1948, most Academy memberships held in abeyance were
officially reinstated.

Within the Academy, Ernst Spith, Richard Meister, and Josef Keil had already
supported the reintegration of former Nazis in 1945. Spith and Meister intervened
on behalf of, amongst others, the deposed Academy President Heinrich Srbik and full
member Oswald Menghin, who was listed as a war criminal.'* Other Academy mem-
bers like the Anglicist Friedrich Wild, who had been dismissed from the university,
were able to count on the new Presiding Committee. According to unofficial lists, in
November 1945 Wild was already chairman of the Phonogram Archive Commission
again."” On 14 February 1948 Secretary General Keil wrote on behalf of the Presiding
Committee in support of Wild’s application to Federal President Karl Renner in
which he requested that his atonement be rescinded. Wild’s application was approved
on 22 May 1948 and his Academy membership was officially reinstated on 24 May
1948.'¢ The Presiding Committee also actively supported the reinstatement of Walter
Ruth who, “on account of his merits during the prohibition period,” had been put in
provisional charge of the Phonogram Archive in May 1938."7 Keil intervened success-
fully on behalf of the ex-Nazi Ruth after his return from detention as a prisoner of
war.!® Josef Keil and Richard Meister also intervened several times with the State

' See the essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger and Dieter J. Hecht, “Denazification at
the Academy of Sciences,” pp. 16379, especially p. 171.

12 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 30 October 1945 (A 997). The minutes state
that the extinction of the membership of these full members was decreed.

13 See the essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger and Dieter J. Hecht, “Denazification at
the Academy of Sciences,” pp. 163-79.

14 See AOAW, PA Heinrich Srbik, and AOAW, PA Oswald Menghin, and UAW, PA Oswald
Menghin, PH PA 2617/161. See also UAW, Papers of Richard Meister, Box 324, correspond-
ence of Meister with Oswald Menghin.

15 See AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 7 December 1945 (A 998), Annex, Commis-
sions (14 November 1945).

16 See AOAW, PA Friedrich Wild.

17 AOAW, Phonogrammarchiv, Box 1, Folder 4, No. 92/1939. See essay in this volume by
Marlene Wahlmiiller, “Consequences for the academic staff. The case of Leo Hajek,” pp. 69-76.

18 AOAW, Ministry 1948-1950, 1948. Keil was listed in the Almanachs for 1946 to 1948 as
deputy chairman of the Phonogram Archive Commission. In the Almanach for 1948, 98
(1949), p. 91, Wild is named as a member of the Phonogram Archive Commission, but there
is no chairman listed, with only Keil as deputy chairman. In the Almanach for 1949, 99 (1950),
p. 121, Wild is again listed as chairman.
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Office to secure the retention of the staff of the Biological Station in Lunz, all of
whom had been illegal members of the Nazi Party before 1938. In 1947 Meister
warned Minister Felix Hurdes that he would resign as Vice-President if the staff issues
in Lunz were not resolved to his satisfaction by the end of the year.” All of the staff
in Lunz were able to stay and were offered new employment contracts. Against this
background, the transfer from the Institute for Experimental Biology in the Prater of
the budgeted position of its head and the proceeds from the sale of its destroyed
buildings to the Biological Station in Lunz appears particularly questionable.?

Fig. 93: Biological Station in Lunz

The Federal Ministry of Education did not approve at all of the blanket reinstate-
ment of former Nazi Party members. This can be seen in the inquiry of 2 September
1948 sent by Section Head Otto Skrbensky to the Academy.”’ He asked whether the
Academy really wanted to reinstate those members who had just been exempted from

1% This warning is described in a letter by Ludmilla Krestan to Franz Ruttner of 15 November
1947. AOAW, Biologische Station in Lunz, Folder “Diverses 1923-1950.”

0 See the essays in this volume by Klaus Taschwer, “Expelled, burnt, sold, forgotten, and sup-
pressed, pp. 101-11, and by Johannes Feichtinger and Dieter J. Hecht, “Tasks and areas of
responsibility of the new Presiding Committee,” pp. 151-61.

21 AOAW, Ministerium 1948-1950, No. 1389/1948, Skrbensky to Ficker of 2 September 1948
(received on 8 October ).
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Fig. 94: Participants of the Centennial anniversary visiting Lunz, May 1947

atonement. As a key figure in the denazification process at the university, Skrbensky
was not averse to former Nazis,”” provided they shared his conservative Christian
values. His argument to the Academy was that there was no entitlement to member-
ship and that the reintegration of persons such as Nadler or Stbik would compromise
Austria and the Academy, particularly as the Academy was accepting persons who had
been removed from the university because of their Nazi past. In his reply, President
Ficker countered Skrbensky, emphasizing that the Academy had always acted in
accordance with the law and that incriminated members had not lost their member-
ship because the atonement had been for a limited period only. Regarding the removal
of the persons concerned from the university, he claimed that there they had an influ-
ence on young people, which was not the case with the work at the Academy.” This
attitude can also be seen in a letter by Meister to Ficker the same day, in which he
supports Srbik’s request to give a lecture at the Academy with the succinct comment:

22 For the role of Skrbensky, see Pfefferle/Pfefferle (2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, pp. 25—48.
2 AOAW, Ministerium 1948-1950, No. 1389/1948, Ficker to Skrbensky of 9 October 1948.



186 Johannes Feichtinger/Dieter J. Hecht

If there are people in the Academy who object to a lecture by Srbik, then so be it. It is time
once and for all to put an end to these things.**

This attitude by the Academy Presiding Committee towards its Nazi past was also
criticized in the press. On 15 July 1951 an article in Der Neue Vorwiirts. Wochenblatt
[fiir fortschrittliche Sozialisten in Osterreich attacked Richard Meister upon his election
as President of the Academy: “The members of the Academy of Sciences,’ as the
entity designated to represent Austria’s scientific elite, are in their majority still the old
protected children of the Fascist era. There is Nadler, Knoll, Christian, Pernkopf, and
the rest, who deported themselves like fanatical Nazis while their Jewish colleagues
were being gassed. That they were not flushed out in 1945 and after is the dubious
work of a man whom we have already presented in Der Neue Vorwirts as Austria’s
black-brown behind-the-scenes eminence: Richard Meister, who, for over twenty
years, has been intriguing at universities and wherever else the opportunity arose
against everything that smells of democracy and has been endeavoring to retain every-
thing that will ensure his own survival even in a crisis.”*

Restorative renewal

With the comprehensive reactivation of memberships held in abeyance in 1945, the
Academy was not in line with the radical democratic renewal demanded, inter alia, by
the occupying forces, but it did act on the basis of the laws of the Second Republic.
Actors from the time of the authoritarian Stindestaat returned to office at the Acad-
emy and the universities. With their assistance, many Nazi Party members were able
to come back after a short period of having their membership held in abeyance or
dismissal. One difference was that university professors retired on reaching a certain
age, while Academy members were elected for life and were frequently active until
their death. It is therefore to be assumed that, from the late 1940s onwards, the way
generations succeed one another meant that the Academy of Sciences was mainly
composed of former members of the authoritarian Stindestaat and the Nazi Party.
Election practice after 1945 did not mark a fundamental break because following the
amnesty for less incriminated cases in 1948, corresponding members who had been
classified as (less) incriminated were elected full members from the early 1950s
onwards. Former Nazi Party members who had not been Academy members before
1945 were also elected in both Sections. It is significant that in 1955, the year of the
Austrian State Contract, the proportion of newly elected former Nazi Party members
or applicants was particularly large. In that year the Section for Humanities and the
Social Sciences elected Indologist Erich Frauwallner and philosopher Friedrich Kainz
as full members, and the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences accepted

24 AOAW, PA Heinrich Ficker, Meister to Ficker of 9 October 1948.
25 AOAW, PA Richard Meister, Folder 2.
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paleontologist Othmar Kithn.** Apparently, the election of former Nazis as new
members of the Academy was conditional on their rehabilitation at the university,
however:”” Kainz and Kiihn were already full professors at the University of Vienna
when they were elected; Kainz was appointed an extraordinary professor in 1949 and
a full professor in 1950, Kithn in 1951. Erich Frauwallner, an illegal Nazi Party mem-
ber, was appointed an extraordinary professor at the University of Vienna in March
1955, immediately before his election as a full member. He became full professor at
the University of Vienna in 1960.%

Other (less) incriminated corresponding members also became full members in
the 1950s: classical philologist Albin Lesky in 1950, botanist Karl Hofler in 1951,
and astronomer Viktor Oberguggenberger in 1954. Franz Ruttner, head of the
Biological Station in Lunz, was elected into the Academy in 1952 as a corresponding
member. In the 1950s the ancient historian and heavily exposed Nazi Fritz
Schachermeyr, who succeeded Josef Keil as full professor at the University of Vienna
in 1952 after having been banned from university teaching for several years, became
a member of the Austrian Academy of Sciences (corresponding member in 1954 and
full member in 1957).% Between 1945 and 1955, the Section for Humanities and the
Social Sciences elected 26 full members, of whom four, or 15.4 percent of all new
members, were former Nazi Party members or applicants. During this period the
Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences elected 25 new full members, of
whom 5, or 20 percent, were former Nazi Party members or applicants.

In the 1960s and 1970s further (less) incriminated corresponding members
became full members: among others, Semitist and Arabist Adolf Grohmann, mathe-
matician Josef Krames, ethnologist Richard Wolfram, Germanists Otto Hofler,
Eberhard Kranzmayer and Hans Rupprich, and physicists Gustav Ortner and Georg
Stetter. The illegal Nazi Gustav Ortner had been nominated director of the Institute
for Radium Research in 1938 and dismissed from the university in 1945. In the mid-
1950s he returned to Vienna after having taught in Cairo for several years. He was
allowed to teach again in 1955. The Federal Ministry of Education entrusted him

% Details of Nazi Party membership are based on research in the OStA-AdR, the Vienna City
Archives, and the files in the BDC. See also AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of
17 May 1955 (A 1073).

% Those whose membership had been held in abeyance or persons whose membership had been
cancelled in 1945 were also reinstated as Academy members even without prior rehabilitation
at the university. This was the case with full members Viktor Christian, Fritz Knoll, Karl
Mayrhofer, and Eduard Pernkopf. The mathematician Mayrhofer, an illegal Nazi Party member,
appeared again in the list of members in the Almanach for 1948, 98 (1949), p. 17. The 46-year-
old had been dismissed from the university in May 1945 and was not allowed to teach again
until 1954. In 1957 he returned to the University of Vienna as a full professor. Pfefferle/
Pfefferle (2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, p. 93.

8 Stuchlik (2009), Ansatz; Pfefferle/Pefferle (2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, p. 84, and Pollock
(2002), Ex Oriente Nox, pp. 359-62.

¥ For details on Schachenmeyr, see Pesditschek (2009), Barbar, Kreter, Arier.
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Fig. 95: Friedrich Ruttner

initially with planning the Austrian university reactor. In 1960 he was appointed full
professor of technical nuclear physics at the Vienna College of Technology and later
became director of the Atomic Institute of the Austrian Universities.® Like Ortner,
Stetter, who had been a member of the Nazi Party before 1938, was elected a full
member of the Academy. With his deputy Ortner he had directed the Four-Year Plan
Institute for Neutron Research from 1943 and, after being authorized to teach again,
he was appointed full professor at the University of Vienna in 1953. In 1964, at the
age of 88, Harold Steinacker, the “Anschluss rector” of the University of Innsbruck,
was made an honorary member of the Academy, in part at the instigation of Rudolf
Egger.’' Objections had been lodged in 1947 against the membership of all three.*
After the 1950s, denazified Nazi Party members were once again able to occupy
important positions at the Academy and the university. During the Academy presi-
dency of Richard Meister (1951-63) they were also elected to the Presiding Commit-
tee.” Thus the classical philologist Albin Lesky, for example, managed to build a
notable career at the Academy in the 1960s: from 1959 to 1963 he was Secretary of
the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences, from 1963 to 1969 Vice-

3 See Pfefferle/Plefferle (2012), Glimpflich entnazifiziert, pp. 127-8.
1 See Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie, pp. 335-6.
32 See the essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger und Dieter J. Hecht, “Denazification at

the Academy of Sciences,” pp. 161-79.
33 Ibid.
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President, and from 1969 to 1970 President. Lesky, who was also rector of the Uni-
versity of Vienna from 1963 to 1964, was able to make the credible assertion that he
had only joined the Nazi Party out of concern for his professional prospects.®

The rehabilitation of former Nazi Party members and their reintegration in the
academic community were no exceptions. On the contrary, they were typical of the
Austrian attitude to Nazism at the time.** Christian Fleck coined the phrase “autoch-
thonous provincialization” to describe the development of the academic community
in the decades after the war.*®

As in other Austrian scientific institutions the effects of the staffing policy during
the Stindestaar dictatorship and Nazi era were felt long after 1945. Continuity is
reflected in the attitude to scholarship and practice and, not least, in the composition
of the Academy membership and, as a consequence, research policies.

Johannes Feichtinger/Dieter J. Hecht

3% See Goller/Oberkofler (2003), Universitit, p. 27. In 1994, a street in the 22nd district was
named for him and his wife Erna Lesky, who had also been a member of the Nazi Party, and in
1998 a gateway on the University of Vienna campus. See Feichtinger/Uhl (2005), Akademie,
p. 335.

35 See Uhl (2011), Opfer, pp. 27-46.

% See Fleck (2012), Provinzialisierung; Fleck (1996), Provinzialisierung, and Reiter (2000),
Naturwissenschaften.






Centennial anniversary of the
Academy of Sciences 1947

Austrian identity — new positioning in the international
scientific community — suppression of the Nazi era

A chance anniversary offered the Academy of Sciences the opportunity, two years
after the end of the Nazi era, to present itself to the public in a positive way as a tra-
ditional stronghold of “pure,” ostensibly apolitical scholarship that had not been con-
taminated by Nazism and as therefore able to take up its place in the international
academic community again.

Fig. 96: Federal Law 1947

A desire to position itself historically on a line of Austrian continuity formed the
new framework in which the Academy again sought to legitimize its academic and
institutional activities after 1945. The intersectional Verbandkommission isterreichi-
scher Wissenschaft [Commission for the association of Austrian academic institutions]

had already been established in August 1945. As President Spith stressed at the
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Ceremonial Session of 5 June 1946, this Commission placed the Academy “in the
services of the present day.”! Of particular symbolic value was the change of name to
the Austrian Academy of Sciences, proposed at the General Assembly of 22 February
1946 by full member Leopold Wenger and promulgated in the Federal Law of 9 May
1947 “regarding the Academy of Sciences in Vienna.”* The intersectional Commis-
sion for the Elaboration of an Austrian Biographical Encyclopedia was established in
October 1946. Its aim was to complement the Neue Osterreichische Biographie started
in 1917 with a new biographical encyclopedia.’?

The Academy also put itself in the service of strengthening Austrian identity at the
national celebrations to mark “950 years of Austria.” The first documented mention
of the name Ostarrichi provided the occasion for a large-scale state offensive aimed at
redefining and publicly communicating a still uncertain Austrian identity. The new
Austria styled itself as a major cultural player: two years after the end of the war, its
achievements in art, science and scholarship were to re-establish its reputation inter-
nationally, above all with respect to the occupying powers. The Academy opened “a
series of events celebrating Austrian scholarship” with an extraordinary Ceremonial
Session on 21 October 1946. In his opening address, Vice-President Meister saw it as
the Academy’s role to pay fitting tribute to the “traditional foundations” and “historic
significance” of the anniversary. He said that the document from the year 996 indi-
cated that “Austria was already known and generally recognized as a special area,
demonstrated by the existence of a specific popular name.” Thereupon Raoul Aslan,
director of the Burgtheater, recited Anton Wildgans’s speech about Austria. The
ceremonial address on “the document of 996 and the conditions for the establish-
ment of an independent state in the area of Austria” was given by the historian
Alphons Lhotsky,” who referred to the “natural and historical factors that have always
contributed to Austria’s character and special status.” He said that looking back over
“around two thousand years” of Austrian history, it could be concluded that the

' Almanach for 1946, 96 (1948), p. 37. At the constituting session of the Verbandkommission
asterreichischer Wissenschaft on 22 August 1945, plans for the publication of a yearbook of Aus-
trian science were discussed. Five volumes of the yearbook appeared between 1948 and 1965.
The publication of a series entitled Austria. Darstellungen aus Natur, Geschichte und Kultur
Osterreichs was also planned.

2 BGBL., No. 115/1947. The proposal was adopted by the General Assembly of 4 June 1946. The
name change proposed here however was “Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna.” AOAW,
Minutes of the General Assembly of 22 February 1946 (A 1000). See also AOAW, Minutes of
the General Assembly of 4 June 1946 (A 1003).

3 Meister (1947), Geschichte, pp. 201, 289. As chairman of the Commission, the proposer, his-
torian Leo Santifaller, was appointed. The first initiative came from the owner of the Amalthea
publishing house, however, who had approached Vice-President Meister in early 1946 with the
suggestion that the Neue Osterreichische Biographie be reactivated. Santifaller (1957), Foreword,
p. VIIL

* Almanach for 1946, 96 (1948), pp. 192-3.

> Almanach for 1946, 96 (1948), pp. 192-3; sce also Lhotsky (1947), Ostarrichi.
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Fig. 97: Proposal by Santifaller of 23 October 1946 for establishing the Austrian Biographical
Encyclopedia (extracts)

country had repeatedly “managed successfully to resist being absorbed completely in
a larger overriding structure.” There were “inevitable conditions”, “constant, far-
reaching historical forces” that had enabled Austria “always to find itself again.”®

¢ Almanach for 1946, 96 (1948), p. 195.
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Lhotsky’s remarks thus reflected the ideas that the Vice-President had expressed at the
General Assembly of 29 March 1946 regarding the Academy’s participation in the
Austria celebrations. Namely, that in view of its importance for the establishment of
the independent state of Austria in the Danube region, the 996 document should be
interpreted within the context of the geopolitical and historical situation.”

The emphasis on Austria and the reclaimed importance of the Academy as an
academic institution of international caliber were also the focuses of the centennial
celebrations from 11 to 16 May 1947 in Vienna. The events were aimed at academic
and political audiences and the public in Austria, but particularly at the international
scientific community, as Richard Meister’s report indicates: “The links with the inter-
national scientific community were broken by the war,” and the celebration now
offered the opportunity “to demonstrate to the public in Austria and elsewhere [...]
that it had retained its old working energy and determination to celebrate further
accomplishments in the future. In this regard, it is making every effort to re-establish
links with academies and scholarly bodies throughout the world.”® This aim was man-
ifestly achieved. Representatives of prestigious academies and scientific institutions
from nine countries — Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, Poland, Sweden,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the Vatican’? — followed the invitation to sister
academies,' which was also translated into the languages of the occupying powers.

The guests were informed that the celebration could only be modest in view of
Austria’s current situation, but that the Academy of Sciences would endeavor to receive its
guests with the greatest hospitality and to make their visit to Vienna worthwhile and
pleasant."" In the event, the program was anything but modest. The foreign partici-
pants in particular were shown not only the Academy but also the best of Austrian
countryside, culture, and cuisine. The opening of the elaborate accompanying pro-
gram was a welcome evening for full and corresponding members and representatives
of foreign academies and scholarly bodies on 11 May in the Johannessaal of the Acad-
emy, together with the exhibition on the Academy’s history in the Meeting Room."?
After the Ceremonial Session of the Section for Humanities and the Social Sciences
on 12 May, there was a guided tour of the Kunsthistorisches [Art History] Museum
and, in the evening, an invitation by the federal government to a Burgtheater produc-
tion of Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s Jedermann in the Ronacher Theater.”> On 13 May
the Ceremonial Session of the Section for Mathematics and the Natural Sciences was
held, followed by guided tours of the Museum of Natural History and the Institute
for Radium Research. The evening of the Ceremonial Session on 14 May was also the

7 AOAW, Minutes of the General Assembly of 29 March 1946 (A 1001).
8 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), pp. 65-6.

7 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), pp. 65-6.

10 AOAW, Feierliche Sitzungen, Box 2, Folder “1947,” Invitation.

11 AOAW, Feierliche Sitzungen, Box 2, Folder “1947,” Invitation.

12 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 67.

13 See Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 116.
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highpoint of the celebrations. The participants and “a number of guests from scien-
tific circles” were received by the Federal President and the government in the Hof*
burg [former imperial residence], and the State Opera performed Mozart’s Marriage
of Figaro in the Redoutensaal. The “magnificent performance was received with great
enthusiasm by the guests,” reported the Vice-President.' 15 May was devoted to a
visit to the Biological Station in Lunz, followed by a reception at Melk Abbey. On
16 May the participants visited the Prunksaal [ceremonial hall] of the National
Library and saw an exhibition of precious manuscripts and early prints compiled
specially for the Academy celebration. At the ensuing lunch on the Kahlenberg by
invitation of the city of Vienna, Mayor Theodor Kérner welcomed the guests and was
followed by the delegate of the British Academy, Sir Charles Webster, who thanked
the mayor and the Academy on behalf of the visitors, “expressing the great satisfaction
at the organization of the celebration and at the demonstration of the genuine
willingness of the Austrian academic world to rebuild.”"

Fig. 98: Auditorium at the centennial celebration in 1947
(from . to r.: Renner, Junitzer, Figl, and Schirf)

The “actual ceremonial act to mark the centennial” was the Ceremonial Session at
which Academy President Heinrich Ficker, Federal President Karl Renner, Federal
Chancellor Leopold Figl, and Minister of Education Felix Hurdes all spoke. The posi-
tions they represented give an indication of the political context and outlook for the
academic field two years after the end of the Nazi era and at the start of the Cold War.
President Ficker invoked to this “High Ceremonial Assembly,” — full and correspond-
ing members, representatives of foreign academies, the Federal President and Federal
Chancellor, Cardinal Theodor Innitzer, members of the federal government, the

Y Abmanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 215.
5 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 220.
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mayor of Vienna and other heads of state and society, and representatives of the high
commissioners of the Allied powers — the “glorious” hundred-year past of the institu-
tion, which had withstood the year of revolution in 1848 and the “most destructive
storm [...] that has ever raged over the earth.” “We stand here in the ruins left by the
storm, and it is enough that we can say: We are still alive and working again!” It was
precisely the Academy’s tradition that now lent it the task of generating respect for the
“little republic” in the world, because “even if we are and will remain a small and
politically powerless state, we aspire to beamajor power [spacing in the original]
in culture, art, and science.” In view of the inadequate financial resources, as Ficker
pointed out, this called above all for the provision of appropriate funds from the
public sector.

However, Ficker continued, it was not the lack of funds that was “the worst thing
for science and research.” “The most stifling [...] for science” were the “parties and
ideologies that claimed totality and once in power ruthlessly pursued this aim.” “We
experienced this ‘Gleichschaltung’ [alignment/ consolidation] in the years before the
end of the war,” Ficker explained, and not only “historians, philosophers, and jurists
had their work controlled and obstructed during the Nazi era. No one was spared!”
The natural sciences were affected too, as Ficker illustrated with reference to “world
ice theory,” as it was called, that was intended as a component of the National Social-
ist world view. Freedom in research and teaching were “the basis for what we under-
stand by scholarship.” Ficker closed with the appeal: “Free research and free teaching
in a free Austria!”'®

Federal President Karl Renner, who had just been elected as an honorary member
of the Academy, expressed his thanks for “the highest recognition that the Academy
can give,” and described it as a “solemn message” that Austria’s academic elite pro-
fessed its “unreserved commitment to a free and democratic people’s state.”'” Nazism
and the “terrible catastrophe of the Second World War that surpassed all past concep-
tions” had “intellectually and morally deprived” the “cognitive world” of an entire
generation. Renner’s appeal turned to the future: “Get ready, gentlemen, for the
future and come to terms with the past.”"® What counts now are “internationalism,
democracy, and socialism as the basic orientation of intellectual work. This gives the
Academy, which has lost so much ground, new and larger scope on the threshold of

16 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), pp. 152-61. The Academy President was even clearer the day
before in his welcome speech at the Ceremonial Session of the Section for Mathematics and the
Natural Sciences when he said: “At a time in which the struggle for a new social order is well
under way, in which the entire economy is dominated by the contrast between private and
planned economies, at such a time there is an even greater danger than before that the idea of
steering and appropriating science will take on greater significance.” (Ibid., p. 117). The acad-
emies, he continued, had “always been a symbol of the unity of all sciences,” unity and freedom
of science “had always been the true cornerstones of academic activity and should also remain
so for our Academy.” (Ibid., p. 119)

7 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), pp. 162-3.

'8 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), pp. 172-5.



Centennial anniversary of the Academy of Sciences 1947 197

Fig. 99: Federal President Renner as guest speaker
at the centennial celebration in 1947

its second century of existence: it has twice lost the empire in which it worked but is
in the process of acquiring a world, the whole world, as its field of activity.”"
Renner’s claim that “the book of the past was closed”® was in line, two years after
the end of Nazi rule, with the way Austrian society was dealing with former Nazis.
Thus, the fact that Academy members had also belonged to the Party that had been
responsible for the “stifling” “Gleichschaltung” of the sciences (Heinrich Ficker) was,
naturally, not mentioned. An intimation in this regard can be found in the activity
report of Secretary General Josef Keil for the period from 5 June 1946 to May 1947,
although the remark is designed more to conceal the fact that the political screening
of Academy members is still ongoing: Keil stated that “precise information about the

' Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 177.
2 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 177.
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Fig. 100: Commemorative medal, recto and verso

current status of members of the Academy cannot be given at the moment because of
some as yet unclear points.”!

In view of the various efforts by the Academy to accommodate those members
subject to the 1945 Verbotsgesetz [law banning the re-engagement in National Social-
ist activities], the choice of the inscription for the centennial medal is significant:
MULTI PERTRANSIERUNT ET PERTRANSIBUNT | AUCTA EST ET AUGE-
BITUR SCIENTIA (Many went there and will go there, knowledge was and will be
increased). This motto may be interpreted as a symbolic amnesty. The idea was that
regardless of their individual political involvement, all members had contributed to
the progress of knowledge. The cogency of this interpretation is illustrated by the
closing words of Richard Meister’s ceremonial speech on the history of the Academy
of Sciences in Vienna from 1847 to 1947: “Thus the Academy stands before you
today and can say of itself that through all of the checkered times it has never been
unfaithful to the law of strictest objectivity applicable to all research. Every person in
this house without exception has served this law and all members of the Academy and
the Academy as a whole will continue to serve this law in future. All human activity
is subject to change over time but one area of culture after another rises from it with
works that [...] may be described as lasting.”*

The striving for acceptance and recognition in the international scientific com-
munity was a determining factor in the post-war Academy of Sciences. The election
of Lise Meitner as the first female member of the Section for Mathematics and the
Natural Sciences in 1948 can also be seen in this light. However, among the elected
members, scholars who held high-ranking positions in the Nazi era crop up again and

2 Abmanach for 1947, 97 (1948), p. 71.
2 Almanach for 1947, 97 (1948), pp. 202, 216.
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again.”® The accommodation of former National Socialists that prevailed in society
and in (party) politics was also reflected in the Academy of Sciences. Further analysis
is required to establish whether the Academy was in the mainstream of Austrian
political culture or went even further.?

The Academy took the first step towards thematizing its own role on the occasion
of the 150th anniversary celebrations in 1997. The Festschrift published on this occa-
sion included an essay by Herbert Matis entitled Akademie der Wissenschaften 1938
bis 1945.% 'This marked the start by the Academy of Sciences, albeit later than the
Austrian universities, which had embarked on this research in the 1980s, to come to
terms with the history of a period in which the attempt had been made “to place sci-
ence in the service of a criminal regime contemptuous of human life.”** In an in-depth
analysis entitled Zwischen Anpassung und Widerstand. Die Akademie der Wissenschaften
in den Jahren 1938—1945 [Between Accommodation and Resistance. The Academy of
Sciences in the Years 1938-1945], Matis sums up the situation after 1945 thus:
“Because the problem of ‘denazification’ was dealt with at a purely legal level, there
was no sustained and internal confrontation with Nazism.”*

Heidemarie Uhl

 See the essay in this volume by Johannes Feichtinger and Dieter J. Hecht, “1945 and after. One
break and two continuities,” pp. 181-9.

# One example is the election of the historian Harold Steinacker, President of the University of
Innsbruck 1938-1942, as an honorary member of the Section for Humanities and the Social
Sciences in 1964. See also the obituary of Franz Huter in the Abnanach for 1965, 155 (1966),
pp. 306-35.

» Matis (1997), Akademie, pp. 21-34.

26 Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 7.

77 Matis (1997), Anpassung, p. 67.
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Short Biographies

The following entries contain brief biographical information about the members
of the Academy mentioned in the articles of this publication, both in Austria and
abroad, and about Academy employees. Information is provided about their schol-
arly careers and the type of Academy membership they held.

With regard to the information about the Nazi past of particular persons, the fol-
lowing must be noted: Since it was not always possible to ascertain what type of
membership an individual held in the various Nazi organizations, the only informa-
tion that is included is what is currently known about their membership of the Nazi
Party, SS or SA. Mention is made in all cases when the respective individual was
officially required to register under the Verborsgesetz of 8 May 1945, the law banning
the Nazi Party and re-engagement in Nazi activities. This law applied to persons liv-
ing in Austria “who between 1 July 1933 and 27 April 1945 were members of the
Nazi Party [NSDAP] or one of its military organizations (SS, SA, NSKK, NSFK),”
and “all aspiring party members and persons who had applied to become members of
the SS (Schutzstaffel).”

The biographical details are based on Almanach obituaries (for the members), the
personnel files held in the AOAW (for members and employees), the denazification
Politischen Fragebigen der Mitglieder [Political Questionnaires of Members concern-
ing denazification] held in the AOAW;, the Osterreichisches Biographisches Lexikon, and
the works cited in the bibliography.

Emil Abel (2 June 1875-2 April 1958)

Emil Abel was from Vienna, where he studied chemistry at the Vienna College of Technology.
He received his doctorate in 1900 at the University of Gottingen. He then worked in Vienna
as an industrial chemist. He completed a habilitation in 1905 at the College of Technology and
another in 1910 at the University of Vienna. In 1911 he became an associate professor at the
Vienna College of Technology and, in 1923, full professor of physical chemistry and depart-
ment head. In 1938 he was removed from his post on “racial” grounds. Abel was able to emi-
grate to England in 1939, where he worked at University College London and in private
industry. After 1945 he resumed contact with the Vienna College of Technology and held guest
lectures. Abel became a corresponding member in Austria (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1929. In
1945, since he lived in London, his membership was re-designated as corresponding member
abroad (c.m.a.). He resigned from the Academy on 4 January 1939 and thus was never offi-
cially excluded.

Othenio Abel (20 June 18754 July 1946)
Othenio Abel was born in Vienna. He studied law and natural sciences and received his doctor-
ate in 1899. In 1902 he finished his habilitation and in 1907 was appointed associate professor
of paleontology at the University of Vienna. He was appointed full professor of paleontology
in 1912 and full professor of paleobiology in 1917. In 1928 the two chairs were combined into
a single department, which he then headed. In 1927/28 Abel held the post of dean at the Uni-
versity of Vienna and in 1932/33, that of rector. In the early 1920s he set up a network whose
goal was to prevent academics who were Jewish or Social Democrats from finishing their
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habilitations or receiving professorships. In 1934 he was pensioned off because of his Nazi
leanings. In 1935 he accepted an appointment as professor in Géttingen. After his retirement,
he moved to Salzburg to head the Institut fiir Lebensgeschichte [Institute of Life History], a
newly founded institution that was part of the SS “Ahnenerbe” [Ancestral Heritage] research
organization. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. Abel was
elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) by the Academy in 1921.

Leopold Adametz (11 November 1861-27 January 1941)

Leopold Adametz was from Feldsberg, which at that time was part of Lower Austria. He studied
zoology at the College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna and at the University
of Leipzig. He received his doctorate in 1886 and, after working for a short time as a farmer,
became an assistant to the Chair of animal husbandry at the College of Natural Resources and
Life Sciences. Adametz completed his habilitation in 1888 and became an associate professor
in Vienna in 1890. From 1891 he taught as an associate professor at the University of Cracow,
before accepting an appointment in 1898 as full professor at the College of Natural Resources
and Life Sciences. In 1901/02 he was rector of the College. Adametz became a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1931 and a full member (f.m.) in 1937.

Ludwig Adamovich (30 April 1890-23 September 1955)

Ludwig Adamovich was born in Esseg (Osjiek)/Croatia; he studied law at the University of
Vienna. After finishing his doctorate in 1913, he began to work in 1920 for the Constitutional
Service of the Austrian Federal Chancellery. Adamovich completed his habilitation in 1924 at
the University of Vienna. In 1927 he became an associate professor at the German University
in Prague. In 1928 he was appointed full professor of public and administrative law at the
University of Graz and in 1934 he accepted an appointment at the University of Vienna. From
1930 he was a member of the Austrian Constitutional Court. He was Minister of Justice in the
final Schuschnigg Cabinet (1938); after the “Anschluss” he was forced to retire. From 1945 to
1947 he was rector of the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was Vice-President of the Consti-
tutional Court and President from 1946 to 1955. In 1945 Adamovich was elected a full mem-
ber (f.m.) of the Academy.

Franz Aigner (13 May 1882-19 July 1945)
Franz Aigner was born in St. Pélten/Lower Austria; he studied physics at the University of
Vienna. He received his Ph.D. in 1906 and completed his habilitation in 1918. In 1925 he
became an associate professor and, in 1930, full professor of high frequency telecommunica-
tions at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1937/38 he held the post of dean at the Vienna
College of Technology. The Academy elected him as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1939.

Otto Ampferer (1 December 1875-9 July 1947)
Otto Ampferer was born in Hétting near Innsbruck; he studied mathematics, physics, and
geology at the University of Innsbruck, finishing his studies in 1899 with a doctorate. In 1901
he began to work for the Imperial and Royal (k.k.) Geological Survey in Vienna. He was the
director of the Federal Geological Survey in Vienna from 1935 to 1937. Ampferer was elected
by the Academy as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1925 and as an ordinary member

(0.m.) in 1939.

Hermann Barrenscheen (19 November 1887—3 November 1958)
Hermann Barrenscheen was born in Stuttgart. After studying medicine, he turned to applied
medical chemistry, physiological chemistry, and medical biochemistry. After working as an
assistant physician at the University Medical Clinic II, he became a full professor at the Uni-
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versity of Vienna in 1941. From 1933 or 1934, Barrenscheen was an illegal member of the Nazi
Party and the Sturmabteilung (SA), and from 1938 held the rank of Sturmbannfiibrer. In 1943
he was not conferred the position of university dean due to opposition from within the faculty.
In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and was dismissed from
the University of Vienna. After 1945, Barrenscheen worked as a physician at the Salzburg
Regional Hospital. In 1941 he was elected by the Academy as a corresponding member (c.m.1i.);
he was one of very few who no longer appeared in the registries of Academy members after

1945.

Wilhelm Bauer (31 May 1877-23 November 1953)

Wilhelm Bauer was born in Vienna, where he studied history and attended the training course
at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. He received his Ph.D. in 1902. He completed
his habilitation at the University of Vienna in 1907 and was conferred the title associate profes-
sor in 1916. In 1919 he became an associate professor and in 1923 was conferred the title full
professor. In 1930 he became a full professor of general contemporary history and co-director
of the Department of History at the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registra-
tion as a member of the Nazi Party and in the same year was removed from his position at the
University of Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1946 he was forced to retire permanently.
The Academy elected Bauer a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1931 and an ordinary member
(0o.m.) in 1938. In 1945 his Academy membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of
April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948
registry of members.

Hans Benndorf (13 December 1870-11 February 1953)

Hans Benndorf was from Zurich; he studied physics at the Universities of Vienna, Heidelberg,
and Berlin. He received his doctorate in 1895 and completed his habilitation in 1899 at the
University of Vienna. In 1904 he became an associate professor, and a full professor of experi-
mental physics at the University of Graz in 1910. He held the post of dean at the University of
Graz in 1920, and in 1933/34 that of rector. He was forced to retire in 1936 but, from 1945
to 1947, he taught at the University of Graz as an honorary professor. Benndorf was a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1914 and a full member (f.m.) from 1927.

Franz Boas (9 July 1858-21 December 1942)

Franz Boas was from Minden/Westphalia; he studied mathematics, physics, and geography at
the Universities of Heidelberg, Bonn, and Kiel. He received his doctorate in 1881 in Kiel,
completed his habilitation in 1886 at the University of Berlin, and moved the same year to the
United States. In 1892 he became an assistant professor of anthropology at Clark University in
Worcester, Massachusetts. From 1896 he held a directorship position at the American Museum
of Natural History in New York, and in 1899 became a professor at Columbia University, New
York. He taught there until retiring in 1934. Boas was a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.)
of the Academy from 1923. He was excluded from the Academy on 3 October 1940.

Leopold Karl B6hm (11 November 1886—11 September 1958)
Leopold Karl Béhm was from Vienna. After finishing his Ph.D. in 1910, he worked first as an
assistant at the College of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna in the Departments of Fish Biology
and Pathology, and of General Zoology and Parasite Studies. He finished his habilitation in
1920, and worked from 1927 as an associate professor and head of the newly established
Department of General Zoology. He was appointed full professor in 1938. Since he was not a
member of the Nazi party, he remained in this position in 1945. From 1948 to 1950, Bshm
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was the rector of College of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna. Bohm was elected a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1939 and an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1941.

Walther Brecht (31 August 1876-1 July 1950)

Walther Brecht was born in Berlin. He studied history and German philology in Freiburg im
Breisgau, Bonn, and Gottingen. He received his doctorate in 1902, completed his habilitation
in 1906 at the University of Géttingen, and in 1910 accepted a professorship at the Royal
Academy in Posen (Poznan). From 1913 to 1925 he was a full professor at the University of
Vienna. In 1926 he moved to Breslau (Wroctaw) and, from 1927 to 1937, was a full professor
of German language and literature at the University of Munich. Brecht was a corresponding
member in Austria (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1916 and a full member (f.m.) from 1919. In
1926 his status was re-designated as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.), in 1938 as ordi-
nary member (0.m.), and from 1945 again as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.). He was
excluded from the Academy on 3 October 1940.

Ernst Theodor Briicke (8 October 1880—12 June 1941)

Ernst Theodor Briicke was born in Vienna and studied medicine both there and at the Univer-
sity of Leipzig. He received his doctorate in 1904 in Vienna and completed his habilitation in
1908. From 1913 he bore the title associate professor. In 1916 he was appointed full professor
of physiology at the University of Innsbruck. In 1938 he was removed from his post on “racial”
grounds. In 1939 he emigrated to the United States, where he then worked in the laboratory
of A. Forbes at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Briicke was a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1922. He was excluded from the Academy on 20 Feb-
ruary 1939.

Franz Theodor Briicke (15 January 1908-25 March 1970)

Franz Theodor Briicke was born in Leipzig; he studied medicine at the Universities of Inns-
bruck, Vienna, Berlin, and Leipzig. After finishing his doctorate in Innsbruck in 1931, he did
research for several years in Berlin, Graz, and Vienna. In 1934 he took an assistant position in
the Department of Pharmacology at the University of Vienna. In 1941 he completed his habil-
itation and in 1948 he was appointed full professor of pharmacology at the University of
Vienna, a position he then held until his death. In the years 1954/55 Briicke held the post of
dean. He was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1957 and a full
member (f.m.) in 1959.

Otto Brunner (21 April 1898-12 June 1982)
Otto Brunner was born in Médling/Lower Austria; in Vienna he studied history and geogra-
phy, later also art history, German legal history, and governmental sciences. In addition, he
completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. From 1923 he
worked as an archivist and completed his habilitation in 1929 at the University of Vienna,
where he then became an associate professor in 1931. In 1940 Brunner took over the director-
ship of the Institute for Austrian Historical Research, and in 1941 became a full professor. In
1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In the same year, Brunner
was dismissed from the University of Vienna and banned from teaching; he was permanently
pensioned off in 1948. In 1954 he accepted an appointment as full professor of history at the
University of Hamburg, where in 1957/58 he held the post of dean and 1959/60 that of rector.
Brunner was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1939 to 1944, and from
1944 to 1954 an ordinary member (0.m.) and then full member (f.m.). In 1954 his status was
re-designated as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.). In 1945 his membership was held in
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abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his
name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Karl Biihler (27 May 1879-24 October 1963)

Karl Biihler was from Meckesheim/Baden. He studied medicine at the University of Freiburg
im Breisgau, and psychology at the University of StrafSburg (Strasbourg). He received his doc-
torate in 1903 and finished his habilitation in 1907 in Wiirzburg, whereupon he moved to the
University of Bonn. From 1913 to 1918 Biihler worked as an associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Munich, and in 1918 received an appointment as full professor at Dresden College of
Technology. In 1922 he became a full professor of philosophy and psychology at the University
of Vienna; in 1938 he was removed from his post on “racial” grounds. He emigrated the same
year to Oslo and in 1939 to the United States. He initially worked there as a professor of psy-
chology at the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth and, from 1940, at St. Thomas College in
St. Paul, Minnesota. From 1945 to 1955 he was visiting clinical professor of psychiatry at the
University of Southern California in Los Angeles. Biihler was elected a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1934 and in 1939 was re-designated a corresponding member
abroad (c.m.a.). On 3 October 1940 he was excluded from the Academy.

Viktor Christian (30 March 1885-28 May 1963)

Viktor Christian was from Vienna, where he studied to be a history and geography teacher and
also studied Semitic languages. He continued his education at the University of Berlin, eventu-
ally returning to Vienna where he took over the academic directorship of the Urania Adult
Education Center in 1922. In 1923 he finished his habilitation at the University of Vienna,
where he became an associate professor in 1924. In 1930 he was appointed full professor of
Early Semitic philology and Oriental archeology. From 1934 to 1936 he was suspended from
his post but, from 1938 to 1943, he was then the dean of the University of Vienna’s Faculty of
Philosophy. Christian, a member of the Nazi Party and an SS member holding the rank of
Hauptsturmfiibrer, was the head of the Viennese Lehr- und Forschungsstitte fiir den vorderen
Orient [Education and Research Center of the Near East] of the SS’s Ahnenerbe” [Ancestral
Heritage] research association. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi
Party and in the same year was dismissed from the University of Vienna. In 1950 he was per-
manently retired. Christian did not return to university. He became a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1938 and an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1939. In 1945 his member-
ship at the Academy was deemed terminated; his name appears again in the registry of mem-
bers for the year 1950.

Hans Peter Cornelius (29 September 1888-2 April 1950)

Hans Peter Cornelius was born in Munich; he studied mineralogy and petrography first there
and then at the Zurich Institute of Technology. From 1928 to 1945 he worked at the Federal
Geological Survey in Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi. Cornelius
became a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1941. In 1945 his Academy
membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership
to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. His election to full
membership (f.m.) was under discussion before he passed away.

Alfons Dopsch (14 June 18681 September 1953)
Alfons Dopsch came from Lobositz (Lovosice) in northern Bohemia (Czech Republic). He
studied geography, history, and art history at the University of Vienna. From 1889 to 1891 he
took the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. After his habilitation
in 1893, Dopsch became an associate professor, and then from 1900 to 1937 held a position
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as full professor of general and Austrian history at the University of Vienna. In 1920/21 he was
rector of the University of Vienna. Dopsch was a member of the Academy from 1903, first as
a corresponding member (c.m.i.) and then, from 1909, as a full member (f.m.).

Arnold Durig (12 November 1872-18 October 1961)

Arnold Durig was born in Innsbruck, where he studied medicine at the University. Receiving
his doctorate in 1898, in the same year he began to work as a junior physician and volunteer
in various clinics in Innsbruck. In 1902 he finished his habilitation at the University of Vienna;
he was then appointed associate professor at the College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences
in Vienna in 1904 and full professor in 1905. In 1918 he took over the chair of physiology at
the University of Vienna. In 1938 he was forced to retire for political reasons. According to his
own testimony, he joined the Nazi Party in 1941 or 1942. In 1945, he was subject to registra-
tion as a member of the Nazi Party. Durig became a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the
Academy in 1911 and a full member (fm.) in 1915. In 1945 his membership was held in
abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his
name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Josef Maria Eder (16 March 1855-18 October 1944)

Josef Maria Eder came from Krems/Lower Austria; he studied chemistry and physics in Vienna
at both the University and the College of Technology. In 1880 he finished his habilitation at
the Vienna College of Technology, and from 1882 he taught at the Smatsgewerbeschule [State
Vocational School] in Vienna. In 1888, Eder became the director of the Graphische Lehr- und
Versuchsanstalt (the old Lehranstalt fiir Photographie und Reproduktionsverfahren) [Federal Train-
ing and Research Institute for Graphic Art — formerly the Training Institute for Photography
and Reproduction Techniques] in Vienna, which he founded and headed until 1922. In 1892
he became an associate professor. From 1902 to 1925 he held the post of full professor of
photochemistry at the Vienna College of Technology. Eder was elected a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1903 and a full member (f.m.) in 1916.

Rudolf Egger (11 April 1882-7 May 1969)

Rudolf Egger was born in Bruck a.d. Mur/Styria; he studied classical philology, ancient history,
epigraphy, and German language and literature at the University of Vienna before entering the
teaching profession as a high school teacher. In 1917 he finished his habilitation at the Univer-
sity of Vienna. In 1923 he became an associate professor at the University of Vienna and, in
1929, a full professor. In 1935 he became co-director of the Austrian Archaeological Institute.
In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. Banned in the same year
from teaching and dismissed from the University of Vienna, in 1947 he was pensioned off
permanently. He continued to be active at the Austrian Archaeological Institute. Egger was a
member of the Academy as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) from 1929, and as a full member
(fm.) from 1937. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April
1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry
of members.

Albert Ehrhard (17 October 1845-23 September 1940)
Albert Ehrhard came from Lower Alsace. He was ordained a Catholic priest in 1885. He was
appointed a professor at the StralSburg (Strasbourg) Seminary in 1889, and then at the Univer-
sity of Wiirzburg in 1892. In 1898 he was appointed full professor at the University of Vienna,
where he held the post of dean in 1899. In 1902 he became a professor at the University of
Freiburg im Breisgau, moving in 1903 to the University of Straflburg, where he held the post
of rector in 1911/12. From 1920 to 1927 he worked at the University of Bonn. Erhard was
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elected by the Academy as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1900 and as a full member
(fm.) in 1901. In 1902 his membership was re-designated as corresponding member abroad
(c.m.a.) and, in 1938, as ordinary member (o.m.).

Albert Eichler (26 April 1879-8 December 1953)

Albert Eichler was born in Vienna, where he studied English and German language and litera-
ture. After receiving his doctorate in 1902, he took the examinations for the teaching profes-
sion and became a high school teacher. He completed his habilitation in 1908 at the University
of Vienna, and in 1912 became an associate professor at the University of Graz. In 1918
Eichler was appointed full professor in Graz. In 1925/26 he held the post of dean. From 1938
to 1944 Eichler was the pro-rector of the University of Graz. In 1945, he was subject to regis-
tration as a member of the Nazi Party; in 1946, due following a negative ruling by the denazi-
fication committee, he was dismissed from his teaching post. Eichler did not return to univer-
sity work. He was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1944. In 1945 his
membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership
to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Friedrich Emich (5 September 1860-22 January 1940)
Friedrich Emich came from Graz, where he studied chemistry at the College of Technology.
After his studies, he worked first at a high school for gitls in Graz. He completed his habilita-
tion in 1888, becoming an associate professor at Graz College of Technology in 1889, and a
full professor in 1894. He held the posts of dean and rector several times. Emich retired in
1931. He was elected by the Academy as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1917 and as a full
member (f.m.) in 1928.

Friedrich Engel-Janosi (18 February 1893—7 March 1978)

Friedrich Engel-Janosi was born in Vienna; at the University of Vienna he first studied law
(1919 Dr. iur.), and then history (Ph.D. 1921). He completed his habilitation in 1929 at the
University of Vienna and held the title of associate professor from 1935. From 1924 he directed
the family company, a wood and parquet flooring factory in Vienna-Heiligenstadt. Persecuted
on “racial” grounds, Engel-Janosi emigrated to England in 1939 and, in 1940, to the United
States, where he worked at the Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. From 1942 to 1959 he
was a professor at the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. After having
returned from exile, he took over the chair of contemporary history at the University of Vienna
in 1959. Engel-Janosi was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1963.

Karl Federhofer (5 July 1885-6 November 1960)

Karl Federhofer came from Knittelfeld/Styria; he studied civil engineering at Graz College of
Technology, receiving his Ph.D. in 1909. He worked for the Austrian State Railways and the
Public Building Services of the Styrian provincial government before finishing his habilitation
in 1913 at Leoben College of Mining. In 1920 he was appointed full professor at Brno College
of Technology. In 1923 he returned to Graz College of Technology as a full professor of techni-
cal mechanics, working there until his retirement in 1956. From 1925 to 1927 he held the post
of dean of the civil engineering school at Graz College of Technology; in 1928/29 he was the
Institute’s rector. In 1945, he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party; in
1946, after a positive ruling by the denazification committee, he was allowed to continue
teaching. Federhofer was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1935, and
elected an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1939. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance.
The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears
again in the 1948 registry of members.
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Heinrich Ficker (22 November 1881-29 April 1957)

Heinrich Ficker was born in Munich; he studied at the Universities of Vienna and Innsbruck.
In 1906 he received his doctorate at the University of Innsbruck, and in 1909 finished his
habilitation. In 1911 he became an associate professor at the University of Graz. In 1919 he
was appointed full professor in Graz. In 1923 he accepted an appointment as full professor at
the University of Berlin and became director of the Prussian Meteorological Institute. Ficker,
as acting Secretary of the Prussian Academy of Sciences in Berlin, was involved in the exclusion
of Albert Einstein from the Academy in 1933. From 1937 until his retirement in 1953 he
worked as a full professor of geophysics at the University of Vienna and directed the Central
Institute for Meteorology and Geodynamics. Ficker became a corresponding member (c.m.i.)
of the Academy in 1922; in 1923 his status was re-designated as corresponding member abroad
(c.m.a.). In 1937 his status was again re-designated as corresponding member in Austria
(c.m.i.), and in 1939 he was elected an ordinary member (0.m.). Ficker was the President of the
Academy from 1946 to 1951, and then Vice-President until his death.

Ludwig Flamm (29 January 1885—4 December 1964)

Ludwig Flamm was born in Vienna, where he studied physics at the University. He received his
doctorate in 1909, completed his habilitation at the University of Vienna in 1916, and became
an associate professor at the Vienna College of Technology in 1919. From 1922 until his retire-
ment in 1956, Flamm was a full professor of physics and head of the Department of Physics 11
at the Vienna College of Technology. From 1929 until 1931 he held the post of dean at the
Vienna College of Technology and was its rector during the academic year 1930/31. Flamm
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1928 and became an ordinary
member (0.m.) in 1940.

Erich Frauwallner (28 December 1898-5 July 1974)

Erich Frauwallner came from Vienna, where he studied classical philology, Indology, and Ira-
nian studies. He received his Ph.D. in 1921. He initially worked as a high school teacher, and
then completed his habilitation in 1928 at the University of Vienna. In 1939, a letter from
Hitler announced Frauwallner’s appointment as associate professor. In 1945 Frauwallner was
subject to registration as an illegal Nazi. Removed from his post at the University of Vienna the
same year, banned from teaching, and permanently pensioned off in 1948, in 1955 he again
became an associate professor at the University of Vienna and head of the Department of
Indology. In 1960 he finally became a full professor. He was elected a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1940 and a full member (fm.) in 1955. In 1945 his membership
was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again on the 1948 registry of members.

Lucia Freiberg (* 3 December 1926)
Lucia Freiberg was employed by the Academy as a war-time replacement worker when she was
not yet sixteen. She worked as a mid-level bookkeeper in the accounting department. She was
recruited because the chief accountant, Leopold Liegler, had become seriously ill. In 1947 she
finished the external general upper secondary exams, whereupon she became an upper grade
civil servant. In 1949 she passed an exam in public auditing. In 1962 Freiberg succeeded
Leopold Svajda as director of the accounting department; she retired in 1983.

Paul Funk (14 April 18863 June 1969)
Paul Funk was born in Vienna; he studied mathematics and physics in Tiibingen, Vienna, and
Gottingen. He received his doctorate in 1911 in Géttingen. In 1915 he finished his habilita-
tion at the German University in Prague, where in 1921 he became an associate professor. In
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1928 he was appointed full professor at the same university. When Czechoslovakia was occu-
pied in 1939, Funk was forced to retire; he was later deported to Theresienstadt concentration
camp, from which he was liberated in 1945. In the same year he accepted an appointment as
professor of mathematics at the Vienna College of Technology; he also taught as an honorary
professor at the University of Vienna. He was elected a full member of the Academy in 1950.

Philipp Furtwingler (21 April 1869-19 May 1940)

Philipp Furtwingler came from Elze near Hannover; he studied mathematics at the University
of Gorttingen. He received his doctorate in 1895. From 1899 he worked as an assistant at the
Geodesy Institute in Potsdam before being appointed full professor at the Agricultural Acad-
emy in Bonn in 1904. In 1907 he moved to Aachen College of Technology, returning to the
Agricultural Academy in Bonn in 1910. From 1912 to 1940 he was a full professor of mathe-
matics at the University of Vienna. Furtwingler was a member of the Academy as a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) from 1916, and from 1927 as a full member.

Viktor Moritz Goldschmidt (27 January 1888-20 March 1947)

Viktor Goldschmidt was born in Zurich; he studied mineralogy, geology, and chemistry at the
University of Oslo, where he received his Ph.D. in 1911. In 1914 he became a professor at his
alma mater, becoming director of its Department of Geology and Mineralogy. In 1929 he
accepted an appointment as professor of mineralogy at the University of Géttingen. He left the
German Reich in 1935 because of “racial” persecution. He then worked again in Oslo as a full
professor, institute director, and director of the state committee for natural resources. After the
Wehrmacht [armed forces] occupied Norway in 1940, Goldschmidt was able to remain until
1942. After being temporarily interned, he was able to flee to the United Kingdom via Sweden.
Goldschmidt was a corresponding member of the Academy (c.m.a.) from 1928. He was
excluded from the Academy on 12 February 1941.

Roland Grassberger (26 November 1867—4 December 1956)
Roland Grassberger came from Salzburg; he studied medicine in Vienna. He received his doc-
torate in 1892 and, after several years of working as a pathologist, became an assistant at the
Department of Hygiene at the University of Vienna in 1897. After finishing his habilitation,
he became an associate professor at the University of Vienna in 1906. In 1917 he was conferred
the title of full professor and in 1924 was appointed full professor of hygiene. In 1937
Grassberger was elected as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy.

Karl Grobben (27 August 185413 April 1945)

Karl Grobben came from Briinn (Brno)/Moravia (Czech Republic); he studied natural sciences
in Vienna, majoring in zoology. He received his doctorate in 1877, finished his habilitation in
1879, became an associate professor in 1884, and accepted an appointment as full professor of
zoology at the University of Vienna in 1893. He was director of the Department of Zoology 1
at the University of Vienna from 1896 until his retirement in 1925. Grobben was elected a
corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1891 and a full member (f.m.) in 1895. Following the death
in 1937 of Hans Molisch, Vice-President of the Academy, Grobben was elected his temporary
successor at the end of January 1938. He resigned from this post on 18 March 1938.

Adolf Grohmann (1 March 1887-21 September 1977)
Adolf Grohmann was from Graz; he studied Semitic philology and Egyptology at the Univer-
sity of Vienna, receiving his doctorate in 1911. He completed his habilitation in 1916 in
Vienna and, in 1921, became an associate professor at the German University in Prague. There,
in 1923, he was appointed full professor of Semitic philology, Islamic studies, and Arabian


http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/pathologist.html

212 Silke Fengler

papyrology. In 1930 he was dean. In Prague he was head of the “Oriental Institute” of the
Reinhard Heydrich Foundation, established in 1942. In 1945 he was subject to registration as
a member of the Nazi Party. Driven out of Prague in 1945, from 1949 to 1962 he gave lectures
as an honorary professor at the University of Innsbruck. From 1949 to 1956 he held a position
as professor of Muslim history and archaeology at the University of Cairo. The Academy elected
Grohmann as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1937 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1961.
In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his
membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Otto Grosser (21 November 1873-23 March 1951)

Otto Grosser was born in Vienna, where he studied medicine. He received his doctorate in
1899, completed his habilitation in 1902, and held the title of associate professor from 1907.
From 1909 he was head — now a full professor of anatomy — of the Department of Anatomy at
the German University in Prague. Grosser held the post of dean at the German University in
Prague from 1913 to 1915, 1922/23 and 1936/37, and of rector in 1928/29 and 1934/35.
From 1918 he was the chairman of the German Association of Sciences and Arts, which in
1941 was converted into the German Academy of Sciences in Prague. In 1945, Grosser was
subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. He was elected by the Academy as a cor-
responding member abroad (c.m.a.) in 1937. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance.
The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears
again in the 1948 registry of members. As he was now living in Austria, his status was re-
designated as corresponding member in Austria (c.m.i.).

Adolf Giinther (21 March 1881-14 January 1958)

Adolf Giinther came from Munich; he studied philosophy, law, and governmental sciences in
Munich, Kiel, and Erlangen. He completed his habilitation in 1910 at the University of Berlin.
In 1920 he accepted an appointment at the Nuremberg Handelshochschule [School of Com-
merce], where he held the post of rector in 1921/22. In 1923 Giinther was appointed full
professor at the University of Innsbruck, where he also held the post of dean in 1924/25 and
1930/31, in 1927/28 he was the rector. In 1938/39 he was again dean. He was given the rank
of SA-Sturmfiibrer. In 1940 he was appointed full professor of economics and sociology at the
University of Vienna. In 1945, he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and
was dismissed from his teaching post in 1946 following a negative ruling by the denazification
committee. In 1948 he was pensioned off permanently from the University of Vienna. He was
a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1941. In 1945 his membership was
held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated;
his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Martin Gusinde (29 October 1886-20 October 1969)

Martin Gusinde was born in Breslau (Wroctaw); he studied theology in St. Gabriel near
Madling. In 1911 he was ordained a missionary priest. In 1912 he went to Santiago/Chile,
where he worked as a teacher and at the ethnological museum. In 1917 he accepted an appoint-
ment as professor at the Universidad Catdlica in Santiago/Chile. Between 1918 and 1924 he
carried out research expeditions to Tierra del Fuego, which resulted in his well-known, multi-
volume work on the native population of Tierra del Fuego. Gusinde received his doctorate in
1926 from the University of Vienna. After working at the Lateran Museum in Rome from
1925 to 1927, he became a member of the Anthropos Institute in St. Gabriel in 1930. In 1949
he was appointed professor of ethnology at the Catholic University of America in Washing-
ton, D.C., where he worked until his retirement in 1957. Gusinde was a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1967.
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Leo Hajek (8 January 1887 — July 1975)

Leo Hajek was born in Prague; he studied to be a teacher of mathematics and physics at the
University of Vienna. After working for a short time as a high school teacher, in 1913 he began
to work at the Phonogram Archive Commission of the Academy, first as an associate academic
assistant and from 1921 as a full assistant. In 1928 he took over the directorship of the Phono-
gram Archive and, in 1937, finally received the title of Kustos 1st Class. After the “Anschluss”,
Hajek was persecuted on “racial” grounds, suspended from his job and, in 1939, dismissed
from public service. He was able to emigrate to the United States in the same year. Later he
lived in Israel.

Giinther Hamann (12 October 1924—13 October 1994)
Giinther Hamann was born in Vienna. He studied history at the University of Vienna and
completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. He finished his
habilitation in 1961, became associate professor in 1964, and full professor of modern history
at the University of Vienna in 1971. Hamann was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of
the Academy in 1970, and a full member (f.m.) in 1974.

Friedrich Hartmann (29 March 187616 January 1945)

Friedrich Hartmann was from Troppau (Opava); he studied civil engineering at Brno College
of Technology. Between 1902 and 1916 he was employed as a design and structural engineer
by various railway companies and plants in Vienna and northern Bohemia (Czech Republic).
During World War I, he accepted an appointment as full professor of bridge engineering at the
Vienna College of Technology. He stayed in this position until his death in 1945. Between
1922 and 1924 he held the post of dean at the Vienna College of Technology, and in 1928/29
that of rector. Hartmann was one of the first engineers to be elected a full member (f.m.) of the
Academy (1925).

Hugo Hassinger (8 November 1877-13 March 1952)

Hugo Hassinger was born in Vienna, where he studied geography, history, and geology at the
University. He received his doctorate in 1902 and obtained a teaching certificate in 1903,
whereupon he worked as a high school teacher. He completed his habilitation in 1914 at the
University of Vienna. In 1918 he became an associate professor and then was appointed full
professor at the University of Basel. In 1924/25 he held the post of dean. From 1927 to 1930
he worked as a full professor at the University of Freiburg im Breisgau, returning in 1931 as a
full professor of cultural geography at the University of Vienna. In 1931 Hassinger was instru-
mental in founding the Viennese Siidostdeutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft [Southeast German
Research Council], which he headed until 1934. Hassinger was a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1931 and a full member (f.m.) from 1934.

Berthold Hatschek (3 April 1854-18 January 1941)

Berthold Hatschek came from Kirwein (Skrber)/Moravia; he studied medicine and natural
sciences at the Universities of Vienna and Leipzig. From 1885 to 1896 he worked as a full
professor at the German University in Prague. In 1896 he was appointed full professor of zool-
ogy at the University of Vienna, where he directed the Department of Zoology II until 1925.
After 1938, Hatschek was persecuted on “racial” grounds, dying in Vienna before the major
deportations began. Hatschek was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from
1896 and a full member (f.m.) from 1932. He resigned from the Academy on 31 December
1938 and thus was not officially excluded.
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Franz Heritsch (26 December 188217 April 1945)
Franz Heritsch was from Graz, where he studied geology at the University. He received his
doctorate in 1906, and after his habilitation in 1909, worked first as a visiting lecturer. In 1921
he became an associate professor at the University of Graz, and in 1924 was appointed full
professor, holding the chair for geology and paleontology. Heritsch was a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1935 and a full member (f.m.) from 1941.

Marie Hesch (28 October 1888 — December 1970)

Marie Hesch was born in Lechwitz (Lechovice), near Znaim (Znojmo) in southern Moravia,
where she went to elementary school. Until the age of eighteen, she worked on a farm. In 1906
she moved to Vienna and worked as a cook for various employers until 1933. After her mar-
riage to the Academy’s janitor, Emerich Hesch (1877-1939), she supported him in his work,
taking over his position after he died in 1939. On reaching retirement age in 1953, her employ-
ment as a cleaning woman was terminated. However, she continued to work as the Academy’s
janitor. Marie Hesch retired in 1956 on health grounds.

Victor Franz Hess (24 June 1883—17 December 1964)

Victor Franz Hess was born in Deutschfeistritz/Styria. He studied physics at the University of
Graz. He received his doctorate in 1906 and finished his habilitation in 1910. He worked until
1919 as an assistant in the Department of Physics II at the University of Vienna, and the Insti-
tute for Radium Research at the Academy of Sciences. In 1919 he was conferred the title of
associate professor. In 1920 he became an associate professor at the University of Graz, but
shortly thereafter went to the United States for two years to take part in developing the research
laboratory of the Radium Corporation. In 1925 he was appointed full professor of experimen-
tal physics at the University of Graz. In 1929/30 he held the post of dean. In 1931 he accepted
an appointment at the University of Innsbruck. In 1936 he received the Nobel Prize in Physics
for his discovery of cosmic rays in 1912. In 1937 he was again appointed full professor at the
University of Graz. In the authoritarian Stindestaar [Corporate State], Hess had sat as repre-
sentative of science on the Bundeskulturrat [Federal Cultural Council]. In 1938 he was dis-
missed from his position as professor, imprisoned, and released. Hess then emigrated to the
United States with his Jewish wife, where he took a position as professor in the Department of
Physics at Fordham University in New York. Hess was a corresponding member of the Acad-
emy from 1933 (c.m.i.); his status was re-designated as a corresponding member abroad
(c.m.a.) in 1938. He was excluded from the Academy on 3 October 1940.

Alfred Hettner (6 August 1859-31 August 1941)

Alfred Hettner was born in Dresden. He studied geography at the Universities of Halle, Bonn,
and Stral$burg (Strasbourg). He received his doctorate in 1881, completed his habilitation in
1887 at the University of Leipzig and, in 1897, became an associate professor at the University
of Tiibingen. In 1899 he moved to the University of Heidelberg, where in 1906 he took over
the chair for geography, remaining in this position until retiring in 1928. Hettner was elected
as a corresponding member (c.m.a.) of the Academy in 1930. He was excluded from the Acad-
emy on 3 October 1940.

Karl Hillebrand (26 December 1861-10 January 1939)
Karl Hillebrand was born in Vienna; he studied astronomy, theoretical physics, and mathemat-
ics at the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1890, worked from 1892 as an
assistant at the Vienna Observatory and, from 1897, was a visiting lecturer at the University of
Vienna. In 1902 he became an associate professor at the University of Graz. From 1911 until
1933 he presided over the Graz University Observatory as a full professor of astronomy.
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Hillebrand was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1926 and a full member

(f.m.) from 1936.

Alfred Himmelbauer (6 February 1884-18 April 1943)

Alfred Himmelbauer was born in Vienna, where he studied natural sciences at the University,
specializing in mineralogy and petrography. He received his doctorate in 1906, and after finish-
ing his habilitation in 1908, taught from 1910 at the University of Vienna as a visiting lecturer.
In 1921 he was appointed full professor of geognosy at the College of Natural Resources and
Life Sciences in Vienna. From 1927 until his death, he was the head of the Department of
Mineralogy and Petrography at the University of Vienna. In 1937/38 he held the post of dean.
Himmelbauer was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1929 and a full
member (f.m.) from 1931.

Hans Hirsch (27 December 1878-20 August 1940)
Hans Hirsch was born in Zwettl/Lower Austria; he studied history at the University of Vienna.
He received his doctorate in 1903 and, after completing his habilitation in 1908, became an
associate professor at the University of Vienna in 1913. In 1918 he was appointed full professor
at the German University in Prague. In 1923/24 he held the post of dean. In 1926 he returned
to the University of Vienna as a full professor of medieval history and historical auxiliary sci-
ences, taking over as head of the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. From 1934 he
headed the Siidostdentsche Forschungsgemeinschaft [Southeast German Research Council] in
Vienna and was in charge of its early development. In 1936/37 he held the post of dean at the
University of Vienna, and from 1939 he was the pro-rector. Hirsch was elected a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1927, and a full member (f.m.) in 1931. Between 1938 and
his death, he served as Secretary of the Academy.

Ferdinand Hochstetter (5 February 1861-10 November 1954)

Ferdinand Hochstetter came from Hruschau (Hrusov)/Austrian Silesia (Czech Republic); he
was known as an expert in the field of comparative and systematic anatomy and comparative
embryology. He finished his habilitation in 1888. In 1892 he became an associate professor at
the University of Vienna, and in 1896 accepted an appointment as full professor at the Univer-
sity of Innsbruck. In 1908 he returned to Vienna as head of the Department of Anatomy II,
where he worked until his retirement in 1932. Hochstetter was elected by the Academy as a
corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1900 and a full member (fm.) in 1911.

Karl Hofler (11 May 1893-22 October 1973)

Karl Hofler was from Vienna, where he studied natural sciences, mathematics, physics, and
chemistry. He received his doctorate in 1919 and completed his habilitation in 1925 at the
University of Vienna. In 1935 he took over as temporary head of the Department of Botany
and Plant Physiology at the University. In 1937 he became the head of the department as asso-
ciate professor, and in 1940 was appointed full professor of botanical anatomy and physiology.
In 1945, he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party, was removed from his
post at the University of Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1949, Hofler was again
appointed full professor at the University of Vienna. Héfler was a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1942. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The
Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again
in the 1948 registry of members. In 1951 he became a full member (f.m.) of the Academy.
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Otto Héfler (10 May 1901-25 August 1987)

Otto Hofler was born in Vienna, where he studied German and Scandinavian languages and
literature, and philosophy, receiving his doctorate in 1926. He completed his habilitation in
1931. In 1935 he was appointed full professor of Germanic Altertumskunde [archeology] and
philology at the University of Kiel and, in 1938, full professor of Germanic philology and
ethnology at the University of Munich. From 1943 Hofler headed the Deussches Wissenschaftli-
ches Institur [German Scientific Institute] in Copenhagen. In 1945 he was removed from these
posts and, because of his membership in the Nazi Party, was banned from teaching. In 1950 he
was given permission to teach Scandinavian languages and literature again. In 1954, after hav-
ing proven his political integrity, he was appointed associate professor of Nordic philology and
Germanic archeology in Munich. In 1957 he was appointed chair of German language and
literature at the University of Vienna. He retired in 1971. Hofler was elected a corresponding
member abroad (c.m.a.) of the Academy in 1956 and a full member (f.m.) in 1964.

Alexander Hold-Ferneck (10 October 1875-25 January 1955)

Alexander Hold-Ferneck was born in Vienna. He studied law at both the University of Vienna
and the University of Innsbruck. He received his doctorate in 1899 and completed his habilita-
tion in 1903 at the University of Vienna, where he became an associate professor in 1912. In
1919/20 he was the substitute chair for criminal law at the German University in Prague. In
1922 he was appointed full professor of international law and philosophy of law at the Univer-
sity of Vienna. In 1929/30 he was dean at the University of Vienna and in 1934/35, its rector.
In 1945, he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and, in the same year, was
sent into permanent retirement from the University of Vienna. Hold-Ferneck was a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1940. In 1945 his membership was held in
abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his
name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Friedrich Hopfner (28 October 1881-5 September 1949)

Friedrich Hopfner was born in Trautenau (Trutnov) in Bohemia (Czech Republic); he studied
mathematics, physics, astronomy, and geophysics at the German University in Prague and in
Munich. He received his doctorate in 1905 in Prague and then worked at the meteorological
institutes in Berlin, Innsbruck, and Vienna and in the Imperial and Royal (k.k.) Naval Obser-
vatory in Trieste. In 1921 he became chief astronomer for scientific surveying and mapping in
the Bundesamt fiir Eich- und Vermessungswesen [Federal Office for Calibration and Measure-
ment] in Vienna. In 1936 he was appointed full professor of higher geodesy and spherical
astronomy at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1938 he was removed from his post at the
Institute. In 1945 he was given back his chair and became dean. In 1948/49 he was rector of
the Vienna College of Technology. Hopfner was elected a full member (f.m.) by the Academy
in 1945.

Anton Huber (24 January 1897-31 August 1975)
Anton Huber was born in Teufelhof near St. Pélten; he studied mathematics and related fields
at the University of Vienna and at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1922 he passed the
exams for a teaching certificate, received his doctorate in 1924 and completed his habilitation
in 1927 at the College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna. In 1928 he became
an associate professor and in 1933 accepted an appointment as full professor at the University
of Fribourg in Switzerland. In 1938 he was appointed full professor of applied mathematics at
the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and, in the
same year, was dismissed from the University of Vienna and banned from teaching. From 1952
he worked as a mathematical consultant at the nitrogen plants in Linz. Huber was a



Short Biographies 217

corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1941. In 1945 his membership was held
in abeyance; his name appears again in the 1949 registry of members.

Johan Huizinga (7 December 1872—1 February 1945)

Johan Huizinga was born in Groningen/Netherlands, where he began to study Dutch philol-
ogy, history, and geography. He received his doctorate in 1897 and from 1903 taught ancient
Indian literature and art history at the University of Amsterdam. In 1905 he took over the chair
for general and Dutch history at the University of Groningen and in 1915 obtained the chair
for general history at the University of Leiden. From 1927 to 1931 he was dean of the Univer-
sity of Leiden and in 1932/33, its rector. He remained a full professor of history until the
University was closed in 1942. After being interned by the German occupying forces in the
summer of 1942 and forbidden from returning to Leiden, he took up residence in Arnheim. In
1937, he was elected by the Academy as a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.).

Adolf Jarisch (23 February 1891-31 August 1965)
Adolf Jarisch was from Innsbruck and studied medicine in Graz. He received his doctorate in
1914 and from 1919 worked at the Department of Pharmacology at the University of Graz. He
completed his habilitation in 1922 and was appointed professor at the University of Innsbruck
in 1923. In 1930 he accepted an appointment at the University of Diisseldorf but returned to
Innsbruck as the chair for pharmacology in 1931, remaining there until his retirement in 1958.
Jarisch was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1951.

Viktor Junk (18 April 18755 April 1948)
Viktor Junk was born in Vienna, where he studied German language and literature at the Uni-
versity. He received his doctorate in 1899 and completed his habilitation in 1906 at the Uni-
versity of Vienna. In 1926 he was conferred the title of associate professor. In 1900 Junk
became a Konzeprsbeamter [paralegal secretary] at the Academy, bearing the title First Chancel-
lery Clerk. His title was changed in 1903 to Second Actuary. Junk was an illegal Nazi; in 1945
he retired.

Hermann Junker (29 November 1877-9 January 1962)

Hermann Junker was born in Bendorf am Rhein/Germany; in 1896 he entered the seminary
in Trier, where he studied Catholic theology. After being ordained, he became a chaplain in
Ahrweiler. At the same time he studied Egyptology, Semitic languages, and Sanskrit at the
Universities of Bonn and Berlin. He received his doctorate in 1903 in Berlin and, after his
habilitation 1907, became an associate professor at the University of Vienna in 1909. In 1912
he was appointed full professor in Vienna, where he headed the Department of Egyptology and
African Studies, which had been established for him. Junker directed the excavations in Gizeh.
As head of the German Archaeological Institute in Cairo, he taught and carried out research at
the Universities of Vienna and Cairo until 1939. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a
member of the Nazi Party. Having been pensioned off in 1945, he taught as an honorary pro-
fessor at the University of Vienna from 1948 until being made emeritus professor in 1953. He
was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1914, and a full member (f.m.)
in 1919. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 per-
mitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of
members.

Leo Jutz (3 March 1889—6 December 1962)
Leo Jutz was born in Frastanz/Voralberg; he studied German and Romance languages and lit-
erature at the University of Innsbruck. He received his doctorate in 1914 and, after completing


http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/clerk.html
http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/actuary.html
http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/Romance.html

218 Silke Fengler

his teaching certificate, began to work as a high school teacher in 1918. In 1923 he took a job
as an academic librarian. He completed his habilitation in 1926 at the University of Innsbruck
and, in 1932, was conferred the title associate professor. In 1936 he became an associate profes-
sor at the University of Graz and in 1940 was appointed full professor of German language and
literature. In 1945 Jutz was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In 1946,
following a positive ruling by the denazification committee, he was allowed to continue teach-
ing, which he did in Graz until his retirement. In 1941 the Academy elected Jutz a correspond-
ing member (c.m.i.). In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April
1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry
of members. In 1961 he was elected a full member (f.m.) of the Academy.

Friedrich Kainz (4 July 1897-1 July 1977)

Friedrich Kainz was born in Vienna, where he studied philosophy, psychology, German lan-
guage and literature, and art history. He also studied history and musicology. He received his
doctorate in 1921 and in 1923 became a lecturer at the Teachers’ Training College of the City
of Vienna. Kainz completed his habilitation in 1925 at the University of Vienna. From 1931
he was conferred the title of associate professor and, in 1939, received an associate professor
position. In 1945 Kainz was subject to registration as an aspiring member of the Nazi Party and
in the same year was relieved of his duties at the University of Vienna. In 1949 he was again
appointed associate professor and in 1950, full professor of philosophy. From 1950 to 1954 he
was the head of the Department of Dramatics. In 1950 he was elected a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy and in 1955, a full member (f.m.)

Rafael Kaiser (6 July 1892 —?)
Rafael Kaiser was born in Vienna. After completing elementary school, he did an apprentice-
ship as a gardener and then worked as a gardening assistant in various commercial and private
gardens. In 1920 he was employed by the Institute for Experimental Biology (BVA) as a gar-
dener and, in 1921, received civil servant status. In 1945 Kaiser was subject to registration as a
member of the Nazi Party and in the same year lost his civil servant status, whereupon he left
his job at the Institute. In 1946 he was permanently pensioned off.

Josef Keil (13 October 1878—13 December 1963)

Josef Keil was from Reichenberg (Liberec) in northern Bohemia (Czech Republic); he studied
classical philology, archeology, ancient history, and epigraphy at the University of Vienna. He
received his doctorate in 1903. From 1904 to 1914 he was Secretary of the Austrian Archaeo-
logical Institute in Smyrna (Izmir). After finishing his habilitation in 1920, he became
an extraordinary associate professor at the University of Vienna in 1925. From 1927 to 1935,
Keil worked as a full professor at the University of Greifswald. In 1936 he returned to the
University of Vienna as a full professor of Greek history, archeology, and epigraphy, remaining
in this post until his retirement in 1951. In 1946 he was temporarily removed from his position
but was allowed to return after one month. Keil was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the
Academy from 1938 and an ordinary member (0.m.) from 1939. He was the Academy’s Gen-
eral Secretary from 1945 to 1959.

Hans Kelsen (11 October 1881-19 April 1973)
Hans Kelsen was born in Prague; he studied law at the University of Vienna. He received his
doctorate in 1906, completed his habilitation in 1911, and in 1915 was conferred the title asso-
ciate professor. In 1918 he became an associate professor and in 1919 was appointed full pro-
fessor of constitutional and administrative law at the University of Vienna. From 1919 to 1930
he was a member of the Austrian Constitutional Court. From 1930 to 1933 he was a full
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professor of international law at the University of Cologne, and from 1933 to 1940 at the
Institut universitaire de hautes études internationales in Geneva. In addition, from 1936 to
1938 he was a guest professor at the German University in Prague. From 1940 to 1941 he
worked as a lecturer at Harvard University in Cambridge, Mass., and also as a guest professor
at Wellesley College. From 1942 he was guest professor and then lecturer at the University of
California, Berkeley, where he was appointed full professor in 1945. He retired in 1951. The
Academy elected him as a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) in 1947.

Gerhard Kirsch (21 June 189015 September 1956)

Gerhard Kirsch was born in Vienna, where he studied physics and geology. After receiving his
doctorate in 1920, Kirsch was employed at the Institute for Radium Research and as an assis-
tant at the Department of Physics II. He completed his habilitation in 1925 at the University
of Vienna and from 1932 had the title of assistant professor. In 1938 he became commissarial
head of the Department of Physics III at the University of Vienna and was also in charge of the
Gastein Research Institute. In 1939 he became an extraordinary professor and, in 1941, was
appointed full professor of physics and director of the Department of Physics I at the Univer-
sity of Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi, was dismissed from the
University of Vienna in the same year, and in 1947 was pensioned off permanently. Kirsch did
not return to university. From 1940 he was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy.
In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his
membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Josef Kisser (19 September 1899— 28 July 1984)

Josef Kisser was born in Vienna, where he studied chemistry and botany at the University. He
completed his habilitation in 1927 and in 1930 moved to the Institute for Experimental Biol-
ogy. In 1934 he was conferred the title associate professor and became an employee of the
Museum of Natural History in Vienna. In 1936 he became an associate professor and headed
the Department of Botany at the College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna. He
was dismissed in 1938 for political reasons, whereupon he worked until 1941 at the Institute
for Experimental Biology. In 1945 he temporarily took over the directorship of the Depart-
ment of Botany and Gardens at the University of Vienna. In the same year he again became
head of the Department of Botany at the College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences. In
1946 he was appointed full professor of botany. He retired in 1971. Kisser was the rector of the
College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences eight times. He was a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1968.

Raimund Klebelsberg (14 December 1886-6 June 1967)

Raimund Klebelsberg was from Brixen (Bressanone); he studied geology and paleontology at
the Universities of Munich and Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1910 and completed his
habilitation in 1915. He became an associate professor at the University of Innsbruck in 1921.
In 1925 he became full professor and head of the Department of Geology and Paleontology. In
1933/34 and from 1942 to May 1945, Klebelsberg presided over the University of Innsbruck
as rector. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In 1946 he was
dismissed from his post as professor and banned from teaching. In 1949 he was rehabilitated
and again appointed full professor. Klebelsberg was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of
the Academy in 1942. His membership was held in abeyance in 1945. The Amnesty Law of
April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948
registry of members. In 1950 he was elected a full member (f.m.).
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Fritz Knoll (21 October 1883-24 February 1981)

Fritz Knoll was born in Gleisdorf/Styria; he studied natural sciences at the University of Graz,
majoring in zoology and botany. He received his doctorate in 1906 and finished his habil-
itation in 1912 in Graz. He then became an assistant in the Department of Botany at the
University of Vienna in 1913. In 1922 he was conferred the title of associate professor. The
same year he became an associate professor at the German University in Prague and director of
the Department of Botany and Gardens. In 1926 he was appointed full professor. In 1930 he
held the post of dean. In 1933 Knoll was appointed full professor at the University of Vienna,
where he headed the Department of Botany and the Botanical Gardens. In 1938 he was named
commissarial rector of the University of Vienna, remaining in this post until 1943. In 1938 he
was also charged with safeguarding the interests of the regional administration of the Nazi party in
Austria at the Academy of Sciences. In 1945 Knoll was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi.
In 1945 he was dismissed from the University of Vienna and, in 1947, permanently pensioned
off. He never returned to the University. Knoll was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the
Academy from 1934, and an ordinary member (0.m.) from 1939. His membership was deemed
terminated in 1945. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. From 1957 to 1959 he
served as Secretary of the Academy and, from 1959 to 1964, was its General Secretary.

Rudolf Késtler (15 June 1878-11 February 1952)

Rudolf Késtler was born in Médling/Lower Austria; he studied law at the Universities of Czer-
nowitz, Vienna, and Bonn. He received his doctorate in 1901 and completed his habilitation
in 1908 at the University of Czernowitz, where he was appointed associate professor in 1912.
In 1913 he became an associate professor at the University of Vienna and in 1923 was appointed
full professor of ecclesiastical and German law. He held the post of dean in 1928/29 and
1946/47. The Academy elected him as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1941, but this was
not confirmed until 1943. He was a full member (f.m.) from 1947.

Ludwig Kofler (30 November 1891-23 August 1951)

Ludwig Kofler was born in Dornbirn/Vorarlberg; he studied botany and pharmacology at the
University of Vienna, and later also medicine. Finishing his habilitation in 1922, he was
appointed associate professor at the University of Innsbruck in 1925. He also took over the
directorship of the Department of Pharmacognosy. In 1929 he was appointed full professor of
pharmacology. In 1934/35 he was dean and 1935/36 rector of the University of Innsbruck. In
1938 he was appointed Gaudozentenfiihrer [Gan head of the Nazi Association for university
teachers]. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi. In 1946, following a negative
ruling by the denazification committee, he was dismissed from his post and banned from
teaching. He did not work again in higher education. Kofler was a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1941. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance; he died
before his foreseeable reinstatement.

Fritz Kohlrausch (6 July 1884-17 September 1953)
Fritz Kohlrausch was from Gstettenhof/Lower Austria; he studied physics and mathematics at
the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1907 and worked from 1908 to 1920 as
an assistant at the Department of Physics II at the University of Vienna. He completed his
habilitation in 1911. He was a lecturer at the Vienna Music Academy and, from 1917/18 to
1920, taught at the Kunstgewerbeschule [College of Applied Arts] and the Graphische Lehr- und
Versuchsanstalt [Federal Training and Research Institute for Graphic Art] in Vienna. From 1920
he held the tite of associate professor. In the same year he was appointed full professor of
physics at Graz Institute of Technology. Kohlrausch was dean of the Institute in 1922/23 and
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from 1946 to 1948, and in 1923/24, he held the post of rector. The Academy elected Kohlrausch
a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1929 and an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1939.

Erwin Kolbenheyer (30 December 1878-12 April 1962)
Erwin Kolbenheyer was born in Budapest; he studied zoology and philosophy in Vienna. After
his studies he turned to writing and the art of poetry. From 1919 he lived in Tiibingen; in 1932
he moved to Munich, where he cultivated a lively career giving lectures. He was a member of
the Nazi Party and received numerous awards for his support of Nazi cultural efforts. In 1948
the denazification tribunals classified him as “incriminated” and later as a “follower.” The Acad-
emy elected him an honorary member in 1941. In 1947 he resigned from the Academy.

Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden (15 August 188427 December 1959)

Dietrich Kralik-Meyrswalden was from Vienna; he studied German language and literature at
the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1907 and finished his habilitation in
1914. He was appointed full professor at the University of Wiirzburg in 1923. He returned in
1924 as a full professor of German language and literature to the University of Vienna, where
he then worked undil retiring in 1957. In 1934/35 he held the post of dean. In 1945 Kralik-
Meyrswalden was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and, in the same year,
was dismissed from his teaching position. In 1949 he was again appointed full professor. The
Academy elected him a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1925 and a full member (f.m.) in
1935. From 1941 to 1945 he held the post of Secretary at the Academy. In 1945 his member-
ship was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Josef Krames (7 October 1897-30 August 1986)

Josef Krames was from Vienna; he studied for a teaching certificate in mathematics and descrip-
tive geometry, and civil engineering at the Vienna College of Technology. He received his
doctorate in 1920, completed his habilitation in 1924, and in 1929 became an associate profes-
sor at Brno College of Technology. In 1932 he was appointed full professor of descriptive
geometry at Graz College of Technology, where he was also dean and pro-rector in 1938/39. In
1939 he took over the Department of Descriptive Geometry II at the Vienna College of Tech-
nology. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and, in the same
year, was dismissed from his university position. He was then employed from 1948 to 1956 at
the Bundesamt fiir Eich- und Vermessungswesen [Federal Office for Calibration and Measure-
ment] in Vienna. In 1957 he became a full professor and the head of the Department of
Geometry I at the Vienna College of Technology. There he also held the post of rector in
1961/62. He retired in 1969. The Academy elected Krames a corresponding member (c.m.i.)
in 1942. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 per-
mitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of mem-
bers. In 1962 he was elected a full member (f.m.).

Eberhard Kranzmayer (15 May 1897-13 September 1975)
Eberhard Kranzmayer was born in Klagenfurt; he studied linguistics and Germanic Altertums-
kunde [archeology] in Vienna and Innsbruck. He received his doctorate in 1925 and joined the
staff of the Academy’s Wiener Worterbuchkanzlei [Austrian-Bavarian Dictionary Commission].
He completed his habilitation in 1933. In 1940 he became an associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Munich and, in 1942, at the University of Graz. In the same year, Kranzmayer was
appointed head of the Institute for Carinthian Archeological Research, which was part of the
SS’s Abnenerbe” [Ancestral Heritage] research organization. In 1945 he was subject to registra-
tion as a member of the Nazi Party and was dismissed from his position as professor. After



222 Silke Fengler

returning to Vienna, his teaching credentials were reinstated in 1949. In 1959 Kranzmayr
became an associate professor and in 1961 a full professor of German language and medieval
German literature at the University of Vienna. The Academy elected him a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) in 1951 and a full member (f.m.) in 1967.

Ludmilla Krestan (10 May 1911-3 October 1998)

Ludmilla Krestan was born in Vienna, where she studied classical philology and Romance
languages and literature. After receiving her teaching certificate in 1935, she was initially
employed as a schoolteacher. From 1938 she worked as an academic assistant at the Commis-
sion for Editing the Corpus of critically amended texts of the Latin Church Fathers and, from
1941, she also worked for other commissions of the Academy. From 1945 to 1976 she was the
second Actuary of the Academy. In 1950 she was conferred the title of Kustos 2nd Class and
received civil servant status. In 1954 she received the title of Kustos 1st Class.

Paul Kretschmer (2 May 1866-9 March 1956)

Paul Kretschmer was born in Berlin, where he studied linguistics and archeology. He received
his doctorate in 1889 and completed his habilitation in 1891 at the University of Berlin, where
he then taught until 1896. In 1897 he became an associate professor at the University of Mar-
burg. In 1899 he continued his academic career at the University of Vienna as a full professor
of comparative linguistics. He stayed in this position until retiring in 1936. The Academy
elected Kretschmer a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1902 and a full member (fm.) in
1909.

Erwin Kruppa (11 August 1885-26 January 1967)

Erwin Kruppa was born in Bielitz-Biala (Bielsko-Biata)/Silesia; he studied civil engineering,
mathematics, and descriptive geometry in Graz and Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1911
in Graz and completed his habilitation in the same year at the University of Czernowitz. In
1921 he was conferred the title of associate professor at the Vienna College of Technology. In
1929 he was appointed a full professor there and headed the College’s Department of Descrip-
tive Geometry I until his retirement. Kruppa was dean from 1933 to 1935 and then again from
1940 to 1945. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In 1953/54
he was rector of Vienna College of Technology. Kruppa was a corresponding member (c.m.i.)
of the Academy from 1935 and a full member (f.m.) from 1937. In 1945 his membership was
held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated;
his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. Between 1957 and 1960 he held the
post of Vice-President of the Academy.

Othmar Kiihn (5 November 1892—-26 March 1969)
Othmar Kiihn was born in Vienna, where he studied botany and paleontology. He received his
doctorate in 1919, whereupon he worked first as a high school teacher and then in the
Geological-Paleontological Department at the Museum of Natural History Vienna. In 1944 he
was conferred the title of Kustos 1st Class and in 1949 became director of the Geological-
Paleontological Department. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi
Party. In 1951 he accepted an appointment as full professor of paleontology at the University
of Vienna, where in 1956/57 he held the post of dean and, in 1960/61, that of rector. Kiithn
retired in 1964. Kithn was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1952 and a

full member (f.m.) from 1955.
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Robert Lach (29 January 187411 September 1958)
Robert Lach was from Vienna, where he studied first law and then musicology. He received his
doctorate in 1902 at the German University in Prague and completed his habilitation in 1915
at the University of Vienna. He directed the music collection of the Imperial and Royal
(k.k.) Court Library from 1912 to 1920. In 1920 he became an associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Vienna and in 1927 was appointed full professor and head of the Department of
Musicology. He directed the Department until his retirement in 1939. In addition he worked
as a professor at the Vienna Music Academy from 1924 to 1945. In 1945, Lach was subject to
registration as an illegal Nazi. The Academy elected him a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in
1918. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permit-
ted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Viktor Lang (2 March 1838-3 July 1921)

Viktor Lang was from Wiener Neustadt; he studied physics at the Universities of Vienna, Hei-
delberg, and Giessen, where he received his doctorate in 1858. He completed his habilitation
in 1861 at the University of Vienna and became an associate professor at the University of Graz
in 1864. In 1865 he was appointed full professor of physics at the University of Vienna. In
1870 he held the post of dean and in 1884 and 1889, that of rector. He retired in 1908. Lang
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1866 and a full member (f.m.)
from 1867. From 1898 he was charged with the post of Secretary and from 1899, with that of
General Secretary. From 1911 to 1915 Lang was the Vice-President of the Academy and from
1915 to 1919 he presided over the Academy as its President.

Max Layer (17 September 1866-24 January 1941)

Max Layer was born in Graz; he studied law at the Universities of Graz, Vienna, and Heidel-
berg. He received his doctorate in 1889 and completed his habilitation in 1902 at the Univer-
sity of Graz. In 1903 he became an associate professor at the University of Vienna. In 1908 he
was appointed full professor of public law and, for a time, ecclesiastical law at the University of
Graz, where in 1912/13 and 1924/25 he held the post of dean. From 1924 to 1929 he was a
member of the Austrian Constitutional Court. In 1928 he was appointed full professor of
constitutional and administrative law at the University of Vienna. In 1933 he was forced to
retire because of having initiated nationwide protests against the dissolution of the Constitu-
tional Court. Layer was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1934 and a full
member (f.m.) from 1940.

Albin Lesky (7 July 1896-28 February 1981)

Albin Lesky was from Graz, where he studied classical philology. After successfully completing
his Ph.D. and teaching certificate exams (both in 1920), he taught high school. He completed
his habilitation in 1924. In 1932 he became an associate professor at the University of Vienna.
In 1936 he was appointed professor at the University of Innsbruck, where in 1937/38 he was
also dean, and in 1942 pro-rector. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the
Nazi Party. In 1946, based on a positive ruling by the denazification committee, he was allowed
to continue teaching and in 1949 was appointed full professor of classical philology at the
University of Vienna. He held the post of dean there in 1958/59 and of rector in 1963/64. He
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1942. In 1945 his membership was
held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated;
his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. In 1950 he was elected a full member
(f.m.). He was Secretary of the Academy from 1959 to 1963, Vice-President from 1963 to
1969, and President in 1969/70.


http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/ecclesiastical.html
http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/law.html

224 Silke Fengler

Kurt Leuchs (14 September 1881-7 September 1949)

Kurt Leuchs was from Nuremberg; he studied natural sciences at the University of Munich, in
particular geology and paleontology. He received his doctorate in 1906, completed his habilita-
tion in 1912 in Munich, and was conferred the title of associate professor in 1919. From 1925
he taught at the University of Frankfurt. In 1936 he accepted an appointment as a full profes-
sor at the University of Ankara, where he also held the post of dean in 1938/39. In 1939 he
moved to the University of Vienna and from 1940 headed its Department of Geology. In 1945
he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was dismissed from the
University of Vienna. From 1948 he worked again in his former department. In 1943 he was
elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy. In 1945 his membership was held in
abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his
name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Alphons Lhotsky (8 May 1903-21 June 1968)

Alphons Lhotsky was born in Vienna, where he studied history and art history, and also com-
pleted the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. He received his
doctorate in 1925. In 1927 he was employed at the Office for Adult Education at the Federal
Ministry of Education, where in 1937 he received the status of civil servant. In 1938 he became
an advisor for historical matters at the Kunsthistorisches [Art History] Museum of Vienna. In
1945 he completed his habilitation at the University of Vienna, where he was appointed associ-
ate professor in 1946 and, in 1951, full professor of Austrian history. Lhotsky was a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1946 and a full member (f.m.) from 1950.

Leopold Liegler (30 June 1882—8 October 1949)
Leopold Liegler was from Vienna. From 1899 he worked in the billing department of the
Imperial and Royal (k.k.) Ministry of Finance. In 1913 he became an assistant accountant at
the Academy and, from 1914, worked as a billing assistant. His application in 1924 to become
the successor of Kohl as First Actuary failed. In 1925 he became the successor of the accountant
Streicher. From August 1942, Liegler could no longer serve as the head of the accounting
department for health reasons. He was pensioned off in 1946.

August Loehr (31 March 1882-11 July 1965)

August Loehr was from Vienna; he studied history, art history, classics, and geography there
and in Heidelberg and Grenoble. Later he also studied law. He completed the training course
at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. He received his doctorate in 1911 and, in
1913, took over the directorship of the numismatic collection at the Kunsthistorisches [Art His-
tory] Museum in Vienna. In 1929 he became an honorary professor at the University of
Vienna. He was retired in 1938. In 1945, Lochr became the first director of the Kunsthis-
torisches [Art History] Museum and resumed lecturing at the University of Vienna. In addition,
he served as director general of the Cultural History Collections of the Federal Republic. Loehr
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1933; he became a full member
(f:m.) in 1945. He was excluded from the Academy on 29 March 1939.

Karl Luick (27 January 1865-20 September 1935)
Karl Luick was born in Vienna. He studied English language and literature at the University of
Vienna, received his doctorate in 1889, and completed his habilitation there in 1890. In 1891
he was appointed associate professor of English at the University of Graz and, in 1898, full
professor. In 1908 he accepted an appointment as full professor at the University of Vienna.
Luick held the post of dean in 1920/21 and, in 1925/26, that of rector. From 1909 he was
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corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy and from 1915, a full member (f.m.). In 1926
Luick took over the post of chairman of the Academy’s Phonogram Archive Commission.

Fritz Machatschek (22 September 187625 September 1957)

Fritz Machatschek was from Wischau (Vyskov)/Moravia; he studied geography at the Univer-
sity of Vienna before becoming a high school teacher in Vienna and Brno. He completed his
habilitation in 1906 and in 1915 accepted an appointment as full professor at the German
University in Prague. From 1924 he headed the Department of Geography at Zurich Institute
of Technology. He then obtained a position at the University of Vienna in 1928. Machatschek
helped establish the Siidostdeutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft [Southeast German Research Coun-
cil] in Vienna and was a board member. He was suspended from his position in 1934, where-
upon he accepted an appointment in 1935 as full professor of physical geography at the Uni-
versity of Munich, where he worked until 1946. From 1949 to 1951 he worked at the Univer-
sity of Tucumdn in Argentina and then returned to Munich. He was elected a full member
(f:m.) of the Academy in 1929; in 1936 his membership was re-designated as corresponding
member abroad (c.m.a.) and in 1938, ordinary member (0.m.). From 1945 he was again a cor-
responding member abroad (c.m.a.).

Heinrich Mache (27 April 18761 September 1954)

Heinrich Mache was born in Prague; he studied physics and astronomy in Prague and at the
University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1898. After finishing his habilitation in
1901, in 1906 he became an associate professor at the University of Innsbruck. In 1908 he
became an associate professor of physics at the Vienna College of Technology and then, in
1911, full professor. From 1916 to 1918 Mache held the post of dean at the Vienna College of
Technology and, in 1925/26, that of rector. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member
of the Nazi Party. Mache was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1924 and
a full member (f.m.) from 1927. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty
Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the
1948 registry of members.

Hermann Franz Mark (3 May 1895-6 April 1992)

Hermann Franz Mark was from Vienna, where he studied chemistry and physics. From 1922
he carried out research at the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Fiber Chemistry in Berlin. Mark
completed his habilitation in 1925 and, in the same year, became department head. In 1927
Mark moved to Ludwigshafen to become deputy director of the I.G. Farben company. At the
same time he taught as an extraordinary professor at Karlsruhe College of Technology. In 1932
Mark returned to the University of Vienna to become a full professor of physical chemistry. He
was expelled from his post in 1938, whereupon Mark emigrated to Canada. In Ontario he
worked as a head of research in a large company. In 1940 Mark became an associate professor
at the Polytechnic Institute of New York in Brooklyn and, in 1942, full professor. In 1944 he
founded the Institute of Polymer Research in New York, which he headed until 1964. The
Academy elected Mark as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1934 and as a full member (f.m.)
in 1935. He was excluded from the Academy on 3 October 1940. In 1945 he was reinstated as
a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) and in 1970 he was finally elected an honorary
member.

Hans Mayer (7 February 1879-27 October 1955)
Hans Mayer was from Vienna, where he studied law and governmental sciences at the Univer-
sity. While working at the Imperial and Royal (k.k.) Finance Administration, he completed his
habilitation. In 1912 he became an associate professor at the University of Fribourg in
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Switzerland. In 1914 he was appointed to the newly established chair of political economics at
the German Polytechnic Institute in Prague. Due to the war, he only returned to this post in
1919. In 1921 he accepted an appointment as full professor at the University of Graz. From
1923 to 1950 he taught as a full professor of political economics at the University of Vienna.
‘There Mayer held the post of dean in 1927/28 and, in 1945/46, that of pro-dean. From 1932
Mayer was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy and from 1941 he was ordinary
member (0.m.) and then full member (f.m.).

Karl Mayrhofer (24 March 1899-24 July 1969)

Karl Mayrhofer was from Kastelruth/South Tyrol; he studied mathematics and physics at the
Universities of Innsbruck and Munich and at the Colleges of Technology in Munich and in
Vienna. In Innsbruck he received his doctorate in 1922 and finished his habilitation in 1927.
He did research in 1927/28 at the University of Hamburg, whereupon he became a lecturer at
the University of Tiibingen. From 1929 he was an assistant at the University of Vienna. In
1935 he was conferred the title associate professor. He was appointed full professor of mathe-
matics at the University of Vienna in 1936. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal
Nazi; in the same year he was dismissed from his post and banned from teaching. In 1947 he
was permanently pensioned off. In 1954 his teaching credentials were reinstated and in 1957
he returned to the University of Vienna as a full professor. The Academy elected Mayrhofer as
a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1937 and as an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1941. In 1945
his Academy membership was deemed terminated. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted
his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Richard Meister (5 February 188111 July 1964)

Richard Meister was born in Znaim (Znojmo)/Moravia; he studied Indo-Germanic languages
and literature, classical archeology, philosophy, and education at the University of Vienna. He
received his doctorate in 1904 and a high school teaching certificate in 1905. Before he began
teaching in Austria, he was sent by the Academy of Sciences in Vienna in 1906/07 to work with
the team producing the 7hesaurus Linguae Latinae at the University of Munich. In 1918 he
became associate professor of classical philology at the University of Graz and in 1920 he
returned to the University of Vienna to take the same position. There he was appointed full
professor of education in 1923. In 1930/31 he held the post of dean. Before and during the
period of the authoritarian Stindestaar [Corporate State], Meister was a member of various
organizations promoting Greater Germany. From 1934 to 1938 he had sat as representative of
science on the Bundeskulturrat [Federal Cultural Council]. Relieved of all his political func-
tions, he was transferred in 1938 to the chair for classical philology. In 1945 Meister returned
to his position as professor of education (expanded to include cultural philosophy), where he
remained until his retirement in 1956. In 1945 he was pro-rector and, in 1949/50, rector of
the University of Vienna. The Academy elected him as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in
1931 and as a full member (fm.) in 1934. In the years 1945 to 1951 he served as Vice-
President of the Academy and from 1951 to 1963 as its President.

Lise Meitner (7 November 1878-27 October 1968)
Lise Meitner was born in Vienna, where she studied physics and mathematics. She received her
doctorate in 1906; the second women to do so in physics at the University of Vienna. She also
completed a teaching certificate. In 1907 she moved to Berlin and in 1912 became an assistant
to Max Planck. In the same year she was taken on as a guest research fellow in the Hahn Section
of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Chemistry. She completed her habilitation in 1922 at the
University of Berlin and in 1926 — as the first woman to hold this position in the German
Reich — she became an associate professor. In 1933 Meitner’s teaching qualifications were taken
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away on ‘racial” grounds. As an Austrian citizen, she was allowed to keep her professional posi-
tion. Because of the “Anschluss” in 1938 she was forced to emigrate to Sweden, where she
continued to carry out research at the Nobel Institute. In 1946 she was a guest professor at the
Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. From 1947 until her retirement in 1960
she worked at the Department of Physics at the Stockholm Institute of Technology, where she
directed the research unit for nuclear physics. In 1948 Meitner was the first woman to be
elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy.

Ernst Melan (16 November 1890 —10 December 1963)

Ernst Melan was born in Briinn (Brno)/Moravia (Czech Republic); he studied civil engineering
at the German Polytechnic Institute in Prague. He received his doctorate in 1917, whereupon
he worked as a construction engineer. He completed his habilitation in 1922 at the Vienna
College of Technology. In 1923 he became an associate professor of structural mechanics and
the mechanics of material strengths at the German Polytechnic Institute in Prague. In 1925 he
returned to the Vienna College of Technology as a full professor of structural engineering,
where he remained until his retirement in 1962. From 1946 to 1948 he held the post of dean
at the Vienna College of Technology and, in 1952/53, that of rector. The Academy elected him
as a full member (f.m.) in 1945.

Max Mell (10 November 1882—12 December 1971)

Max Mell was born in Marburg (Maribor). He studied art history and German language and
literature at the University of Vienna, receiving his doctorate in 1906. He then worked as a
poet, playwright, and author. Although he resigned from the PE.N. Club in 1933 in protest at
the book burning in the German Reich, he headed the Bund Deutscher Schrifisteller Osterreichs
[Association of German Authors in Austria], which was sympathetic to the Nazis and, after
1938, published in Nazi anthologies. Mell is considered one of the most important post-1945
Catholic Austrian authors. He became an honorary member of the Academy in 1956.

Oswald Menghin (19 April 1888-29 November 1973)

Oswald Menghin was from Meran (Merano); he studied prehistoric archeology at the Univer-
sity of Vienna. He also completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical
Research. He received his doctorate in 1910 and finished his habilitation in 1913. In 1918, he
became an associate professor and, in 1922, full professor at the Department of Prehistory at
the University of Vienna. He headed the Department until 1945. In 1928/29 Menghin held
the post of dean at the University of Vienna and, in 1935/36, that of rector. Also at this time
he was a member of the Siebzehnerausschuss [Committee of Seventeen], which tried to integrate
illegal members of the Nazi Party into the political life of the authoritarian Stindestaat [Corpo-
rate State]. After the “Anschluss” Menghin served as Minister of Education in the cabinet of
Seyss-Inquart. In this function, he was responsible for the “racial” and political “cleansing” of
the universities. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and, in
the same year, was dismissed from the University of Vienna. In December of 1945 he was
placed on the so called “erste Kriegsverbrecherliste” [first list of war criminals]. He was impris-
oned until 1947 by the U.S. occupation forces. In 1948 he fled to Argentina, where he taught
at the Universities of Buenos Aires and La Plata. In 1957 Menghin was permanently pensioned
off from the University of Vienna. From 1927 he was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the
Academys; after several unsuccessful attempts, he was finally elected a full member (f.m.) of the
Academy in 1936. In 1945 his Academy membership was held in abeyance. Following a deci-
sion taken by the Academy, Menghin was again listed as a corresponding member abroad
(c.m.a.) from October 1959.
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Johannes Mewaldt (29 April 18801 May 1964)

Johannes Mewaldt was born in Posen (Poznan); he studied classical philology and medicine in
Berlin. Finishing his habilitation in 1907, he worked as a lecturer at the University of Berlin
before accepting an associate professor position at the University of Greifswald in 1909. In
1914 he was appointed full professor at the University of Marburg. In 1916 he returned to the
University of Greifswald and in 1923 received an appointment at the University of Kénigsberg
(Kaliningrad). From 1927 to 1931 he worked at the University of Tiibingen and in 1931
finally became a full professor of classical philology at the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was
subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party; in the same year he was dismissed from
the University of Vienna and was permanently pensioned off in 1946. In 1932 Mewaldt
became a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy and, in 1937, a full member (f.m.).
In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his
membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Hans Horst Meyer (17 March 1853—6 October 1939)

Hans Horst Meyer was from Insterburg (Chernyakhovsk)/East Prussia; he studied medicine in
Kénigsberg (Kaliningrad), Leipzig and Berlin. He received his doctorate in 1877, completed
his habilitation in 1881 in Straflburg (Strasbourg), and in 1882 accepted an appointment as
full professor of pharmacology, dietetics, and the history of medicine at the University of Dor-
pat (Tartu, Estonia). From 1884 to 1904 he headed the Department of Pharmacology as a full
professor at the University of Marburg. Meyer was twice dean at the University of Marburg
and, in the year 1900, rector. In 1904 he took the chair for pharmacology at the University of
Vienna, where he remained until his retirement in 1924. After the “Anschluss”, Meyer was
persecuted on “racial” grounds. He was a member of the Academy from 1905, first as a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) and, from 1920, as a full member (f.m.). He declared his resignation
from the Academy on 13 December 1938 and thus was never officially excluded.

Stefan Meyer (27 April 1872-29 December 1949)

Stefan Meyer was born in Vienna; he studied physics, mathematics, and chemistry in Vienna
and at the University of Leipzig. He attended courses in engineering at the Vienna College of
Technology. He received his doctorate in 1896 from the University of Vienna. In 1897 he
became an assistant at the Department of Physics at the University, working for Ludwig
Boltzmann. He completed his habilitation in 1899 at the University of Vienna. From 1908 he
took over the planning and unofficial directorship of the Academy’s Institute for Radium
Research. The Institute, the first scientific institution devoted to research on radioactivity, was
opened in 1910. In 1911 Meyer became an associate professor at the University of Vienna, in
1915 received the title of full professor, and in 1920 he was appointed full professor at the
University of Vienna. At this time he also became the official director of the Institute for
Radium Research. Immediately after the “Anschluss”, Meyer requested his retirement. Meyer
was persecuted on “racial” grounds but survived the Nazi era by living in seclusion in his sum-
mer residence in Bad Ischl. The Academy elected Meyer as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in
1921 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1932. He declared his resignation from the Academy on
24 November 1938 and thus was never officially excluded.

Franz Miltner (28 October 1901-23 July 1959)
Franz Miltner was from Vienna, where he studied classical antiquity. He received his doctorate
in 1925, completed his habilitation in 1932, and in 1933 became an associate professor of
ancient history, including the history of the ancient Orient, at the University of Innsbruck. In
1939, as associate professor, he was appointed dean (holding this post until 1943). In 1940 he
was appointed full professor of ancient history and in 1941 became director of the Institute for
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Ancient History and Epigraphy. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and,
in the same year, was dismissed from the University. In 1947 he was pensioned off. In 1950 he
was admitted into the Asia Minor Commission and the Limes Commission at the Academy. In
1954 Miltner was again given a position with civil servant status at the Austrian Archaeological
Institute, where he headed the excavations in Ephesus as “State Archeologist 1st Class.” Miltner
was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1943. In 1945 his member-
ship was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Hans Molisch (6 December 1856—8 December 1937)

Hans Molisch was from Briinn (Brno)/Moravia (Czech Republic); he studied natural sciences
in Vienna, receiving his doctorate in 1879 and finishing his habilitation in 1885. In 1889 he
became an associate professor at the Graz College of Technology. From 1894 to 1909 he
worked as a full professor at the German University in Prague. From 1909 until his retirement
in 1928, Molisch was a full professor of plant anatomy and physiology and head of the Depart-
ment of Plant Physiology at the University of Vienna. In 1922/23 he was dean and, in 1926/27,
rector. Molisch was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1894 and a full
member (fm.) from 1908. Between 1931 and 1937 he served as Vice-President of the
Academy.

Josef Nadler (23 May 1884-14 January 1963)

Josef Nadler was born in Neudorfl (Novéd Veskd)/Bohemia (Czech Republic); he studied Ger-
man language and literature, and classical philology at the German University in Prague. He
received his doctorate in 1908 and in 1912 became an associate professor (without having
written a habilitation, but based on the first volume of his Lz'temturge:c/ﬂz'chte der deutschen
Stiimme und Landschaften [Literary History of the German Tribes and Regions] at the Univer-
sity of Fribourg in Switzerland, where he became a full professor in 1914. From 1925 he was
full professor at the University of Konigsberg (Kaliningrad). In 1931 he accepted an appoint-
ment as full professor of German language and literature at the University of Vienna. From
1941 to 1945 Nadler was director of the Department of German Studies at the University of
Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party; in the same year
he was dismissed from his post at the University of Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1947
he was permanently pensioned off. He was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy
from 1933 and a full member (f.m.) from 1934. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance.
The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears
again in the 1948 registry of members.

Emma Neumann (30 April 1900-1 April 1974)

Emma Neumann, daughter of the former Actuary of the Academy Emil Kohl (1862-1924),
was born in Vienna and graduated from the Handelsschule des Schulvereines fiir Beamtentichter
[Commercial College of the School Association for Daughters of Civil Servants]. In 1924 she
was employed as a clerk at the Academy. From 1928 she worked full time as a Chancellery
Clerk but was not given a contract with civil servant status. In 1938 she received an employ-
ment contract from the Academy; she left her job in August 1945. From 1946 she was employed
by the Department of Mechanical Technology at the Vienna College of Technology, where she
worked as an administrator until retiring in 1965.

Eduard Norden (21 September 1868—13 July 1941)
Eduard Norden was from Emden/Germany; he studied classical philology at the University of
Bonn. He received his doctorate in 1891 and completed his habilitation in 1892 at the
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University of Straf$burg (Strasbourg). In the following year he became an associate professor at the
University of Greifswald, where in 1895 he was appointed full professor of classical philology.
This was followed by appointments at the University of Breslau (Wroctaw) in 1898 and at the
University of Berlin in 1906. In 1927/28 Norden was rector of the University of Berlin. After
1933 Norden was persecuted on “racial” grounds and in 1935 his teaching qualifications were
withdrawn. He was able to emigrate to Switzerland in 1939. Norden was a corresponding
member abroad (c.m.a.) of the Academy from 1923. He declared his resignation from the
Academy on 20 December 1938 and thus was never officially excluded.

Viktor Oberguggenberger (3 February 1893—2 March 1963)

Viktor Oberguggenberger was born in Innsbruck, where he studied physics, mathematics, and
astronomy. He received his doctorate in 1921, completed his habilitation in 1926, and worked
from 1929 as an associate professor at the University of Innsbruck. In 1945 Oberguggenberger
was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party; in 1946, following a positive ruling
by the denazification committee, he was allowed to continue teaching. He retired in 1956.
Oberguggenberger was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1940. In 1945
his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his member-
ship to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. In 1954 he was
elected a full member (f.m.).

Wilfried Oberhummer (2 April 1900-26 March 1982)

Wilfried Oberhummer was born in Munich; he studied chemistry at the Universities of Vienna
and Berlin. After completing his Ph.D. in 1923, he gained his teaching qualifications in 1930.
In 1937 Oberhummer started working for the Academy as an Actuary. He was Second Actuary
until 1945, whereupon he became First Actuary. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a
member of the Nazi Party. In 1966 he was awarded the Goldenes Ehrenzeichen fiir Verdienste um
die Republik Osterreich [Grand Decoration of Honor in Gold for Services to the Republic of
Austria] by the Federal President, and from 1971 he bore the title Hofrar [Court Councilor].
In 1972 the Academy awarded him a golden “Bene Merito” medal.

Gustav Ortner (31 July 1900-24 November 1984)

Gustav Ortner was born in Haus im Ennstal/Styria; he studied mathematics and physics at the
University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1923, completed his habilitation in 1931,
and in 1938 took over provisional directorship of the Academy’s Institute for Radium Research.
From 1939 Ortner was a scheduled associate professor and he remained the Institute’s head
until 1945. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi; in the same year he was
dismissed from the University of Vienna and banned from teaching. From 1950 to 1955 he
was a full professor at the University of Cairo. In 1960 he was appointed full professor of
nuclear physics at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1961 he became chairman of the
Atomic Institute of the Austrian Universities. He remained in both positions until his retire-
ment in 1970. He was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1941. In 1945
his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his member-
ship to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. In 1964 he was
elected a full member (f.m.).

Viktor Patzelt (8 July 1887-17 September 1956)
Vikrtor Patzelt was born in Prague; he studied medicine there and in Freiburg im Breisgau and
in Graz. He received his doctorate in 1913 at the University of Graz and finished his habilita-
tion in 1923. In 1928 he became an associate professor and took over — now as a full professor
— the Department of Histology and Embryology at the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was
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subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In the same year he was pardoned and,
since there was no one who could replace him, he remained in his post. In 1950 he was again
appointed full professor. Patzelt was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from
1940. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permit-
ted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Wolfgang Pauli (11 September 1869—4 November 1955)

Wolfgang Pauli was from Prague, where he studied medicine at the German University. He
received his doctorate in Prague in 1893 and moved in the same year to Vienna, where he
completed his habilitation in 1899 at the University of Vienna. Pauli worked as a physician in
various departments at the University of Vienna, as well as at the Rudolf Hospital and the
General Polyclinic of Vienna. In 1907 he was conferred the title of associate professor. In 1913
he was appointed associate professor at the University of Vienna and, in 1922, full professor of
biological-physical chemistry. In 1934 he retired due to age but continued to teach. After the
“Anschluss” he was forbidden to teach in any way. Persecuted on “racial” grounds, he emigrated
the same year to Zurich, where he was able to work at the Department of Chemistry at the
university. Pauli was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1935. After
his emigration, his membership was re-designated as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) in
1938. On 28 January 1939 Pauli was excluded from the Academy.

Eduard Pernkopf (24 November 1888-17 April 1955)

Eduard Pernkopf was born in Rappottenstein/Lower Austria; he studied medicine at the Uni-
versity of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1912 and completed his habilitation in 1921.
In 1927 he was conferred the title associate professor. In 1929 he was appointed associate
professor at the University of Vienna and, in 1933, full professor of anatomy and embryology.
From 1938 to 1943 Pernkopf was dean of the Medical Faculty and, from 1943 to 1945, rector
of the University of Vienna. He was an illegal member of the Nazi Party from 1933 and from
1934 a member of the SA. In 1938 he was given the rank of SA-Obersturmbannfiibrer. In 1945
he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was dismissed from the
University of Vienna. He was then imprisoned in the Glasenbach internment camp until 1947.
In 1949 he was permanently pensioned off. The Academy elected Pernkopf as a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) in 1939 and as an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1940. In 1945 his Academy
membership was deemed terminated. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his member-
ship to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Otto Pesta (8 June 1885-5 April 1974)

Otto Pesta was born in Innsbruck, where he studied zoology and botany. He also obtained a
teaching certificate for natural history, with physics and mathematics as subsidiary subjects. He
received his doctorate in 1907 and then became an assistant at the Imperial and Royal (k.k.)
Court Museum of Natural History in Vienna. In 1922 he received a teaching position at the
College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna and in 1933 he was conferred the
title of associate professor of zoology. He completed his habilitation in 1937 at the University
of Vienna. In 1938 he was named commissarial head of the Museum of Natural History and
continued to teach at the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an
illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was banned from teaching. Pesta was a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1939. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The
Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again
in the 1948 registry of members.



232 Silke Fengler

Anton Pfalz (4 December 1885—11 November 1958)

Anton Pfalz was from Deutsch-Wagram/Lower Austria; he studied German language and lit-
erature and related subjects at the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1910,
completed the exams for a teaching certificate in 1911, and finished his habilitation in 1919 at
the University of Vienna. He became an associate professor there in 1931. From 1912 Pfalz
also worked as first assistant at the Academy’s newly established Wiener Worterbuchkanzlei
[Austrian-Bavarian Dictionary Commission]; he took over its directorship in 1920. In 1945
Pfalz was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi; he was dismissed from the University of
Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1949 he was permanently pensioned off. He did not
return to the university. He was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1939.
In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. His name appears again in the 1949 registry of
members.

Ernst Peter Pick (18 May 18721 January 1960)
Ernst Peter Pick was born in Jermer (Jaromé&f)/Bohemia (Czech Republic); he studied medi-
cine at the German University in Prague. There he received his doctorate in 1896, whereupon
he worked as a researcher for three years in the Department of Physiological Chemistry at the
University of Straflburg (Strasbourg). In 1899 Pick joined the staff of the state Serotherapeutic
Institute in Vienna. He completed his habilitation in 1904 at the University of Vienna, where
he became an associate professor in 1912. In 1924 he was appointed full professor of pharma-
cology and applied medical chemistry at the University of Vienna. He also became head of the
Department of Pharmacology and director of the Pharmacological Experimental Research
Institute. In 1932/33 he held the post of dean and, from 1933 to 1937, that of vice-dean. In
1938 Pick was forced to retire on “racial” grounds and was temporarily imprisoned. He was
finally able to emigrate to the United States, where from 1939 to 1946 he worked as a clinical
professor at Columbia University, at the Mount Sinai Hospital in New York, and at the Merck
Research Institute. Pick was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1931. He
declared his resignation from the Academy on 1 January 1939 and thus was never officially

excluded.

Theodor Pintner (5 September 1857-9 September 1942)
Theodor Pintner was from Briinn (Brno)/Moravia (Czech Republic); he studied zoology at the
University of Vienna, where he received his doctorate in 1888. From 1885 to 1887 he worked
at the Department of Mineralogy and Geology at Brno College of Technology, and then as a
prosector at the Department of Zoology at the University of Graz. In 1894 he became a con-
servator in the Department of Zoological Comparative Anatomy at the University of Vienna.
Following his habilitation in 1897, he became an associate professor in 1905. In 1913 he was
appointed full professor of zoology at the University of Vienna. From 1925 until his retirement
he was the head of the Department of Zoology I at the University of Vienna. Pintner was a
corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1920 and a full member (fm.) from

1937.

Otto Porsch (12 September 1875-1 January 1959)
Otto Porsch was born in Vienna, where he studied zoology and botany. He received his doctor-
ate in 1901 and completed his habilitation in 1906 at the University of Vienna. From 1909 he
headed the Department of Botany at the College of Veterinary Medicine in Vienna. In 1911
he became an associate professor at the University of Czernowitz, where he was appointed full
professor of botany in 1914. In 1920 he moved as a full professor of botany to the College of
Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna. There, in 1932 and 1939-1941, he held the
post of rector. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and was pensioned off in



Short Biographies 233

the same year. The Academy elected him a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1940. In 1945 his
membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership
to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Arnold Péschl (14 May 1880—15 October 1959)

Arnold Poschl was born in Graz, where he studied law. Later he continued his education in
Graz, Vienna and Bonn, studying mathematics and history. Poschl completed his habilitation
in 1908 in Graz and in 1909 became an associate professor. In 1915 he received an appoint-
ment there as full professor of ecclesiastical law. In the years 1920, 1930, 1938, and 1939 he
was dean at the University of Graz and, in 1927/28, rector. From 1934 to 1938 Poschl was
forced to retire. In 1938 he was again given a post as associate professor. In 1945 Péschl was
subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and in 1946, following a negative ruling by the denazi-
fication committee, he was dismissed from his teaching post. Péschl was elected a correspond-
ing member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1920. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance.
The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears
again in the 1948 registry of members.

Camillo Praschniker (13 October 1884—1 October 1949)
Camillo Praschniker was born in Vienna; he studied classical antiquity at the University of
Innsbruck. He received his doctorate in 1908 in Graz and completed his habilitation in 1914
at the University of Vienna. In 1923, after having been conferred the title of associate professor,
Praschniker took a professorship at the German University in Prague. In 1930 he accepted an
appointment at the University of Jena; in 1931 he returned to University of Vienna as an asso-
ciate professor. In 1934 he was appointed full professor of classical archeology and in 1935 he
became the director of the Austrian Archaeological Institute. In 1945 Praschniker was subject
to registration as an aspiring member of the Nazi Party and he was dismissed in the same year
from the University of Vienna. In 1948 he was again named full professor. The Academy
elected Praschniker as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1932 and as a full member (f.m.) in
1937. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permit-
ted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Adalbert Prey (16 October 187322 December 1949)

Adalbert Prey was born in Vienna, where he studied physics, mathematics, and astronomy at
the University. He received his doctorate in 1896 and, in the same year, became an assistant at
the Vienna University Observatory. In 1900 he became an assistant at the Austrian Bureau of
Geodesy. In 1902 he finished a habilitation at the University of Vienna and, in 1906, at the
Vienna College of Technology. In 1909 Prey was conferred the title of associate professor and
he became head of the Innsbruck Observatory. In 1911 he became an associate professor. In
1917 he moved to the German University in Prague, taking a position as full professor of
astronomy. In 1930 he returned to the University of Vienna, where he worked in the Depart-
ment for Theoretical Astronomy until his retirement in 1939. Nevertheless he acted as chair
until 1945 and continued to work as an honorary professor until shortly before his death. Prey
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1929 and a full member (f.m.)
from 1935. From 1945 to 1949 he was Secretary of the Academy.

Alfred Francis P¥ibram (1 September 1859—7 May 1942)
Alfred Francis Pfibram was born in London; he studied history at the University of Vienna and
completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research in Vienna. He
received his doctorate in 1882 and became a lecturer in 1887. In 1893 he was conferred the
title of associate professor and, in 1900, that of full professor. In 1913 he was appointed full
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professor of medieval and modern history at the University of Vienna. After the “Anschluss” he
was persecuted on “racial” grounds. In 1939 he emigrated to the United Kingdom, where he
taught at the London School of Economics until his death. Pfibram was a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1919. He resigned from the Academy in December 1938 and
thus was never officially excluded.

Hans Przibram (7 July 1874-20 May 1944)

Hans Przibram was born in Lainz near Vienna; he studied zoology at the Universities of Vienna,
Leipzig, and Straflburg (Strasbourg). He received his doctorate in 1899 from the University of
Vienna and finished his habilitation in 1903. In 1913 he was conferred the title of associate
professor and, in 1921, became an associate professor at the University of Vienna. In 1903
Przibram and the botanists Leopold Portheim and Wilhelm Figdor bought the Vivarium, an
exhibition aquarium in the Prater in Vienna. They transformed the building into a research
institute for experimental biology; this private research institution was called the Institute for
Experimental Biology (BVA). In 1914 the founders presented the Institute to the Academy.
Przibram was the director of the zoology department, which he had founded. He was dismissed
in 1938 on “racial” grounds, whereupon he emigrated to Amsterdam. In 1943 he and his wife
were deported to Theresienstadt concentration camp, where they both perished in 1944.

Karl Przibram (21 December 1878-10 August 1973)

Karl Przibram was born in Vienna; he studied physics, chemistry, and mathematics there and
at the University of Graz. He received his doctorate in 1901 in Graz and completed his habili-
tation in 1905. In 1912 he started work at the Institute for Radium Research, first as a private
scholar and from 1920 as an assistant. In 1927 he became an associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Vienna. In 1938 he was forced to retire on “racial” grounds. Having lived in exile in
Brussels from 1940 to 1946, he was appointed associate professor of physics in 1946 and, in
1947, was named a full professor. He headed the Department of Physics II at the University of
Vienna until his retirement in 1951. The Academy elected Przibram as a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) in 1946 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1950.

Ludwig Radermacher (31 October 1867-28 June 1952)

Ludwig Radermacher was from Siegburg/Germany. At the University of Bonn he studied first
medicine and then classical philology and German language and literature, receiving his doc-
torate in 1891. He then taught high school before returning to the University of Bonn to
complete his habilitation in 1897. In 1903 he became an associate professor at the University
of Greifswald. In 1906 he moved to the University of Miinster as an associate professor and
finally, in 1909, to Vienna, where he took over the chair for classical philology. In 1936 he
retired. The Academy elected Radermacher as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1914 and as
a full member (fm.) in 1915. From 1918 to 1929 he served as Secretary of the Academy and
from 1929 to 1933 as its General Secretary.

Oswald Redlich (17 September 1858-20 January 1944)
Oswald Redlich was born in Innsbruck; he studied history and geography both there and in
Vienna, and he completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research.
He received his doctorate in 1881, and in 1887 and in 1890 finished the habilitation in his-
torical subsidiary sciences and Austrian history at the University of Innsbruck. In 1893 he
became an associate professor at the University of Vienna, where from 1897 until his retire-
ment in 1929 he was a full professor of history and historical auxiliary sciences. In 1908/09 he
held the position of dean at the University of Vienna and, in 1911/12, that of rector. From
1926 to 1929 he was director of the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. From 1918 to
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1924 he worked as the Archival Commissioner of the Republic of Austria. Redlich was a cor-
responding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1899 and a full member (f.m.) from 1900.
In 1915 he was the Academy’s Vice-President and, in 1919 and 1938, served as its President.

Karl Renner (14 December 1870-31 December 1950)

Karl Renner was born in Unter-Tannowitz (Dolni Dunajovice)/Moravia (Czech Republic); he
studied law and governmental sciences at the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate
in 1898. From 1895 he worked as a librarian at the Reichsrar [National Council] Library and
from 1907 he represented the Social Democrats in the National Council. Upon the founding
of the First Republic in 1918, he took over the office of State Chancellor, which he held until
1920. From 1920 to 1934 Renner was a representative in the National Assembly and, from
1931 to 1933, the Assembly’s President. In 1938 he affirmed the “Anschluss” in the referendum
of 10 April. During the Nazi era he stayed in Gloggnitz/Lower Austria, where he undertook
scholarly and writing activities. On 27 April 1945, Renner was appointed Chancellor of the
provisional state government. In the same year, he was elected the first Federal President of the
Second Republic of Austria by the National Assembly. He served in this office until his death
in 1950. Renner is considered one of the founders of the First and Second Republics. The
Academy elected him an honorary member in 1947.

Marie Repototschnig, née Calabek (14 July 1895-30 October 1953)
Marie Repototschnig, née Calabek, was born in Zizkov near Prague. She graduated from the
Handelsschule des Schulvereines fiir Beamtentochter [Commercial College of the School Associa-
tion for Daughters of Civil Servants] in Vienna. From 1911 to 1915 she worked at the Acad-
emy, first as an assistant in the chancellery, then as a chancellery officiant and finally, from
1925, as an accounting assistant. She retired in 1941 for health reasons.

Oswald Richter (8 June 1878-8 April 1955)

Oswald Richter was born in Prague; he studied botany at the German University in Prague,
where he received his doctorate in 1903 and completed his habilitation in 1906. He completed
another habilitation in 1908 at the German Polytechnic Institute in Prague. From 1898 he was
an assistant at the Department of Plant Physiology at the German University in Prague. In
1910 he became an assistant at the identically named department at the University of Vienna.
In 1912 he became associate professor. In 1920 he was appointed full professor at Brno College
of Technology, where he was dean in 1925/26 and rector in 1927/28. In 1938 he was also
professor of botany at the German University in Prague. In 1941 Hitler appointed Richter full
professor and director of the Department of Botany, Commodity Sciences, and Technical
Microscopy at the German Technical University in Brno. In 1945 he was expelled from Czech-
oslovakia with his family. He took up residence in 1948 in Hannover, where he received a guest
professorship at the College of Veterinary Medicine. Pensioned off in 1951, he continued to
teach. Richter was a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) of the Academy from 1926. In
1938 his membership was re-designated as corresponding member in Austria (c.m.i.). In 1945
his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his member-
ship to be reinstated; his name appears again — as a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) — in
the 1948 registry of members.

Richard Réssler (7 June 1897—4 May 1945)
Richard Réssler was from Ebensee/Upper Austria; he studied medicine at the University of
Innsbruck. He received his doctorate in 1922 and became an assistant in the Department of
Pharmacology at the University of Vienna in 1924. After a two-year research sojourn in Cam-
bridge, Oxford, and London, he completed his habilitation in 1931 at the University of
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Vienna. In 1934 Réssler was conferred the title associate professor. In 1938 he was given the
position of full professor of pharmacology and director of the Department of Pharmacology at
the University of Vienna, taking over these posts from his advocate Ernst Peter Pick, who had
been persecuted on “racial” grounds and dismissed. Rossler was elected a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1941.

Hans Rupprich (28 October 1898—4 January 1972)

Hans Rupprich was born in Alt-Ruppersdorf/Lower Austria; he studied German language and
literature, and history at the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1924, com-
pleted his habilitation in 1929, and in 1939 became an associate professor. In 1945 he was
subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and, in the same year, was dismissed from
the University of Vienna. In 1949 he was again named associate professor and worked from
1952 until his retirement in 1970 as a full professor of German language and literature at the
University of Vienna. Rupprich was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy
in 1944. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 per-
mitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of mem-
bers. In 1969 he was elected a full member (f.m.).

Walter Ruth (25 September 1905-23 July 1956)

Walter Ruth was born in Waidhofen an der Thaya/Lower Austria; he studied English, German
language and literature, and experimental phonetics at the University of Vienna. From 1928 he
worked as an academic assistant in the Phonogram Archive Commission of the Academy; he
received his doctorate in 1937. In 1938 he started teaching courses in experimental phonetics
at the University of Vienna, which were expanded in 1940 to include English phonetics. In
1938 he took over provisional directorship of the Phonogram Archive from Leo Hajek, who
had been suspended (and was later dismissed) on “racial” grounds. Ruth completed his habili-
tation in 1941. He received a position as lecturer in phonetics and was given civil servant status
at the Academy in 1942. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi. After return-
ing from a prisoner of war camp in Yugoslavia in 1946, he was again appointed head of the
Phonogram Archive. He held this position until his death.

Franz Ruttner (12 May 1882-17 May 1961)

Franz Ruttner was born in Kalk-Podol (Vapeny Podol)/Bohemia (Czech Republic); he studied
natural sciences at the German University in Prague, receiving his doctorate in 1906. In the
same year he became an assistant at the Biological Station in Lunz and, in 1908, its deputy
director. He held the position of director from 1924 until his retirement in 1957. Finishing his
habilitation in 1925, he was conferred the title of associate professor in 1927. In 1945 he was
subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. He was a corresponding member (c.m.i.)
of the Academy from 1952.

Rudolf Saliger (1 February 1873-31 January 1958)
Rudolf Saliger was born in Spachendorf (Leskovec ned Moravici) near Troppau (Opava) in
Austrian Silesia (Czech Republic); he studied civil engineering at the Vienna College of Tech-
nology. He worked initially in the bridge building office of the Imperial and Royal (k.k.) Aus-
trian Southern Railway. This was followed by several spent in the German Reich, Belgium, and
France for study or work. In 1908/09 he became an associate professor at the German Poly-
technic Institute in Prague and in 1909 accepted an appointment at the Vienna College of
Technology, where he worked until his retirement in 1939 as full professor of reinforced con-
crete building and structural engineering. He was dean at the Vienna College of Technology
from 1920 until 1922, and rector in 1924/25 and 1938. In addition he worked as a building
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advisor for the City of Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi
Party. Saliger was elected as an ordinary member (0.m.) of the Academy in 1939. In 1945 his
membership was held in abeyance; his name appears again in the 1949 registry of members.

Leo Santifaller (24 July 18905 September 1974)
Leo Santifaller was from Kastelruth/South Tyrol; he initially studied astronomy and natural
sciences at the University of Vienna and then history. He received his Ph.D. in history in 1919.
He completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research and finished
his habilitation in 1928 at the University of Berlin. In 1929 he became a full professor at the
University of Breslau (Wroctaw) and, in 1943, moved to the University of Vienna. In 1945 he
took over the directorship of the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. In 1946 he was
temporarily banned from teaching but was returned to his position in the same year by order
of the ministry. In 1952/53 he served as dean. In addition, from 1945 he was director general
of the Austrian State Archives. The Academy elected Santifaller as a corresponding member

(c.m.i.) in 1943 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1945.

Fritz Schachermeyr (10 January 1895-26 December 1987)
Fritz Schachermeyr was from Urfahr near Linz; he studied ancient history, history, and geogra-
phy at the Universities of Graz, Berlin, Vienna and Innsbruck. He received a Ph.D. in ancient
history in 1920 at the University of Innsbruck. From 1921 to 1931 he taught at the Stidtisches
Midchenrealgymnasium [State Girls' High School] in Innsbruck. He completed his habilitation
in 1928. In 1931 he was appointed full professor of ancient history in Jena, in 1936 in Heidel-
berg, and in 1941 in Graz. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi; he was
dismissed from the University of Graz in the same year and was retired in 1946. He continued
work at the department and was appointed full professor of Greek history, archeology, and
epigraphy at the University of Vienna in 1952. He retired in 1966. The Academy elected
Schachermeyr as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1954 and as a full member (fm.) in

1957.

Josef Schaffer (13 October 1861-27 April 1939)

Josef Schaffer was from Trient (Trento)/Italy; he studied medicine at the University of Graz. He
received his doctorate in 1886 and completed his habilitation in 1889 at the University of
Vienna. In 1894 he was conferred the title of associate professor. From 1899 he headed the
Department of Embryology at the University of Vienna. In 1908 he was granted the title of full
professor. In 1911 he was appointed full professor at the University of Graz. From 1913 undil
his retirement in 1933, Schaffer was a full professor of histology at the University of Vienna.
The Academy elected Schaffer as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1906 and as a full mem-
ber (f.m.) in 1923.

Friedrich Schaffernak (27 April 1881-12 March 1951)
Friedrich Schaffernak was born in Windischgraz (Slovenj Gradec)/Lower Styria (Slovenia); he
studied civil engineering at the Graz College of Technology. He received his doctorate in 1914,
whereupon he was employed by the Styrian Provincial Public Works. He had already been
working since 1909 at the Department for Hydroelectric Power Stations in the Imperial and
Royal (k.k.) Ministry of Public Works in Vienna. He completed his habilitation in 1917 at the
Vienna College of Technology, where he was appointed full professor of hydraulic engineering
in 1919. In 1929/30 he held the post of rector of the Vienna College of Technology and, in
1930/31 and 1938, was its pro-rector. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of
the Nazi Party; in the same year he was dismissed and, in 1947, was retired. The Academy
elected Schaffernak as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1927 and as a full member (f.m.) in
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1934. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permit-
ted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Josef Schatz (3 March 1871-23 March 1950)

Josef Schatz was from Imst in Tyrol; he studied German language and literature, classical phi-
lology, and comparative linguistics at the University of Innsbruck. He received his doctorate in
1895 and completed his habilitation in 1897. For a short period he carried out research at the
University of Leipzig before becoming an associate professor at the University of Lemberg
(Lwiw)/Galicia (Ukraine) in 1905. In 1911 he was conferred the title of full professor, where-
upon he returned to the University of Innsbruck in 1912 as a full professor of German lan-
guage and literature. In 1917/18 Schatz was dean at the University of Innsbruck and, in
1922/23, its rector. He retired in 1939 but was re-employed from 1943 to 1945. The Academy
elected Schatz as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1920 and as an ordinary member (0.m.)
in 1939.

Ferdinand Scheminzky (17 February 1899-9 June 1973)
Ferdinand Scheminzky was born in Vienna, where he studied medicine. He received his doc-
torate in 1925 and his habilitation in 1927. He became an assistant at the University of Vienna
in 1929. In 1933 he was conferred the title associate professor. In 1942 he became an associate
professor in the Department of Physiology at the University of Innsbruck; in 1944 he was
appointed full professor of physiology. From 1936 to 1938, and again from 1945, he held a
second position as head of the Research Institute of Balneology in Gastein. In 1952 Scheminzky
took over the directorship of the newly founded Department of Balneology in Innsbruck. He
was dean at the University of Innsbruck in 1945/1946 and from 1951 to 1953. He was a cor-
responding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1946 and a full member (f.m.) from 1952.

Wilhelm Schlenk (22 March 1879-29 April 1943)

Wilhelm Schlenk grew up in Munich; he initially studied philology at the University of Munich
and then chemistry. He received his doctorate in 1905, began to work as an industrial chemist,
but then returned to Munich and completed his habilitation in 1910. In 1913 he was appointed
associate professor at the University of Jena; in 1918 he became a full professor at the Univer-
sity of Vienna. In 1921 he went to Berlin as the successor to Emil Fischer. In 1935, because of
his democratic convictions, he was transferred for disciplinary reasons to the University of
Tiibingen, where he took over as head of the Department of Chemistry. The Academy elected
Schlenk as a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) in 1917 and as a full member (f.m.) in
1918. In 1921 his membership was re-designated as corresponding member (c.m.i.) and in
1938 as ordinary member (o.m.).

Wilhelm Schmidt (16 February 1868-10 February 1954)
Wilhelm Schmidt was born in Horde near Dortmund. When still a youth, he became a mem-
ber of the German Catholic Societas Verbi Divini [Society of Divine Work Missionaries]. He
became an ordained priest in 1892. From 1893 to 1895, Schmidt studied Semitic languages at
the University of Berlin. In 1895 he moved to the mission house St. Gabriel near Médling in
Lower Austria. In 1921 he completed his habilitation at the University of Vienna. In 1924 he
was conferred the title associate professor. In the same year, by order of Pope Pius XI, he took
part in the development of the Museo Missionario-Etnologico in the Vatican, whereupon
Schmidt was the museum’s acting director from 1926 to 1938. After the “Anschluss” Schmidt
was temporarily interned by the Nazis and his teaching qualifications were rescinded. He was
able to emigrate to Switzerland by way of Rome; he also transferred the Anthropos Institute,
which he had founded, to Switzerland. From 1939 he taught at the University of Fribourg/
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Switzerland, as full professor from 1942 to 1948 and as an honorary professor from 1949.
Schmidt was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1906; after his emigration
in 1941, his membership was re-designated as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.).

Arnold Schober (16 April 1886-15 August 1959)

Arnold Schober was born in Windisch-Landsberg (Pod¢etrtek)/Lower Styria (Slovenia); he
studied art history and archeology in Graz, Berlin, Munich, and Vienna. He received his doc-
torate in 1909 in Graz. From 1912 was an assistant at the University of Vienna, where he
completed his habilitation in 1921 and became an associate professor in 1927. In 1935 he was
appointed associate professor and chairman of the Department of Archeology at the University
of Graz. In 1940 he became a full professor. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member
of the Nazi Party; in the same year he was permanently pensioned off. In 1946, following to a
negative ruling by the denazification committee, he was dismissed from his teaching post. He
was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1940. In 1945 his member-
ship was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Ernst Schénbauer (29 December 1885-3 May 1966)

Ernst Schonbauer was born in Windigsteig/Lower Austria; he studied classical philology in
Vienna and German language and literature and law in Prague, where he received his Ph.D. in
1911 and, in 1915, his Dr. iur. As a member of the Austrian Constituent National Assembly,
he was part of the Austrian delegation at the peace negotiations in St. Germain in 1919. He
resigned his mandate at the National Assembly in 1930. After finishing his habilitation in 1919
at the University of Vienna, Schonbauer became an associate professor of Roman and civil law
in 1924 and a full professor in 1929. He was dean of the Law Faculty of the University of
Vienna from 1938 to 1943. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi
Party and, in the same year, was permanently pensioned off by the University of Vienna. He
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1933 and an ordinary member
(0.m.) from 1939. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April
1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry
of members.

Erwin Schrédinger (12 August 1887—4 January 1961)

Erwin Schrédinger was born in Vienna, where he studied mathematics and physics. He received
his doctorate in 1910 and completed his habilitation in 1914 at the University of Vienna. In
1920 he became an associate professor at the University of Jena but moved the same year to the
Stuttgart College of Technology and the University of Breslau (Wroctaw). In 1921 he took over
a full professorship for theoretical physics at the University of Zurich, before accepting the
appointment in 1927 of the chair for theoretical physics at the University of Berlin (as the suc-
cessor to Max Planck). In 1933 he received the Nobel Prize in Physics. In the same year
Schrédinger, who was an opponent of National Socialism, left the German Reich and took a
position at Magdalen College in Oxford. In 1936 he became a full professor at the University
of Graz. In 1938, after a short stopover as a guest professor in Ghent, he emigrated to Ireland,
where he was director of the School of Theoretical Physics in Dublin from 1940. He returned
to Vienna in 1956 and taught at the Department of Theoretical Physics at the University of
Vienna. He was a corresponding member (c.m.a.) of the Academy from 1928. His member-
ship was re-designated corresponding member abroad (c.m.i.) in 1936. Schrédinger was
excluded from the Academy in October 1940. In 1945 his membership was again
re-designated, this time as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.). He was a full member (f.m.)
of the Academy from 1956.
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Siegmund Schumacher-Marienfrid (26 January 1872-31 May 1944)

Siegmund Schumacher-Marienfrid was from Innsbruck; he studied medicine at the Universi-
ties of Innsbruck, Munich, and Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1898 in Vienna, com-
pleted his habilitation in 1904 at the same university, and in 1908 was conferred the title
associate professor. In 1912 he became an associate professor at the College of Veterinary
Medicine in Vienna and, the next year, at the University of Innsbruck. In 1916 he became full
professor of histology and embryology. In 1918/19 he was dean. In 1937 Schumacher-
Marienfrid was sent into early retirement. The Academy elected him as a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) in 1933 and as an ordinary member (0.m.) in 1941.

Egon Schweidler (10 February 1873-12 February 1948)

Egon Schweidler was from Vienna, where he studied physics and mathematics. He received his
doctorate in 1895 and finished his habilitation in 1899. In 1911 he became an associate profes-
sor at the University of Vienna. From 1911 to 1926 he headed the Department of Experimen-
tal Physics at the University of Innsbruck, where in 1923 he was also dean and, in 1925/26,
rector. In 1926 he returned to the University of Vienna as a full professor and chairman of the
Department of Physics I; in 1938 he took over as head of the Department of Physics 11, hold-
ing this post until his retirement in 1939. The Academy elected Schweidler as a corresponding
member (c.m.i.) in 1921 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1925. From 1929 to 1933 he served as
Secretary of the Academy, from 1933 to 1938 as General Secretary, and from 1938 to 1945 as
Vice-President.

Hans Sedlmayr (18 January 1896-9 July 1984)

Hans Sedlmayr was from Hornstein/Burgenland; he studied architecture at the Vienna College
of Technology and art history, physics, and law at the University of Vienna. He received his
doctorate in 1923 from the University of Vienna in the field of art history. In 1933 he com-
pleted a first habilitation at the College of Technology and, in 1934, another at the University
of Vienna. In 1936 he accepted an appointment as full professor of art history at the University
of Vienna. Sedlmayr became a member of the Nazi Party in 1930 but declared his resignation
in 1932. From 1938 to 1945 he was again a member of the Party. In 1945 he was subject to
registration as a member of the Party; in the same year he was dismissed from his post at the
University of Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1946 he was permanently pensioned off by
the University of Vienna. In 1951 he was appointed full professor at the University of Munich.
From 1965 to 1969 he was a guest professor in the Department of Art History at the University
of Salzburg. Sedlmayr was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1939 and an
ordinary member (0.m.) from 1941. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The
Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again
in the 1948 registry of members. In 1951 his membership was re-designated as corresponding
member abroad (c.m.a.) and, in 1966, as full member (f.m.).

Heinrich Sequenz (13 January 1895-11 May 1987)
Heinrich Sequenz was born in Vienna; he studied engineering, mathematics, and physics at the
University of Vienna, Vienna College of Technology, and Karlsruhe College of Technology. He
received doctorates in various fields (1927 Vienna College of Technology, 1938 University of
Vienna) and completed his habilitation in 1932 at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1937
he accepted an appointment at Stuttgart College of Technology. In 1939 he was appointed full
professor of electrical machines at the Vienna College of Technology. From 1942 to 1945 he
served there as rector. In 1945 Sequenz was subject to registration as a suspected illegal member
of the Nazi Party. In the same year he was dismissed from the Vienna College of Technology
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and he was banned from teaching or publishing. He was held in various internment camps by
the U.S. occupation forces (including Glasenbach) until 1947. In 1952 his teaching credentials
were reinstated and in 1954 was again appointed full professor and charged with the director-
ship of the Department of Electrical Installations at the Vienna College of Technology. Sequenz
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1941. In 1945 his membership was
held in abeyance; his name appears again in the 1949 registry of members.

George Harrison Shull (15 April 1874-29 September 1954)

George H. Shull was born in Clark County, Ohio. After working for several years as a teacher,
he studied at Antioch College. He then worked for various governmental agencies, including
the United States Bureau of Forestry, the National Herbarium in Washington, D.C., and the
Bureau of Plant Industry of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In addition he studied plant
physiology at the University of Chicago. From 1915 until his retirement in 1942 he taught at
Princeton University. Shull was elected a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) of the Acad-
emy in 1939.

Anton Skrabal (12 April 1877—4 November 1957)
Anton Skrabal was born in Schwechat/Lower Austria; he studied chemistry at the Vienna Col-
lege of Technology. He received his doctorate in 1903, worked for a time in a mining and
smelting company and then completed his habilitation in 1905. In 1911 he was conferred the
title associate professor. He was appointed associate professor at the University of Graz in 1912.
In 1917 Skrabal became a full professor of chemistry and head of the Department of Chemis-
try in Graz. He stayed in these posts until his retirement in 1943. In 1927/28 he held the post
of dean. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. The Academy
elected Skrabal as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1919 and as a full member (fm.) in
1924. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permit-
ted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Josef Soukup (13 January 18664 May 1942)

Josef Soukup was from Gmunden/Upper Austria. In 1903 he began to serve as the Academy’s
janitor and concierge. In 1914 he took over the administration of the publication archive,
which was separate from the administration of the chancellery and library. Due to his indispens-
ability he was exempted from military service during World War 1. After Emerich Hesch
became the Academy’s janitor in 1922, Soukup became more involved in the administration of
the library and the publication archive. In 1933 he was honored with the Silver Medal for
Services to the Republic of Austria. Despite having reached pension age, his indispensability
meant Soukup only retired in 1941.

Ernst Spith (14 May 188630 September 1946)

Ernst Spith was born in Birn (Moravsky Beroun)/Moravia; he studied natural sciences at the
University of Vienna, majoring in chemistry. He received his doctorate in 1910, completed his
habilitation in 1917, and in 1921 became an associate professor at the University of Vienna.
From 1924 until his retirement in 1944 he headed the Department of Chemistry II at the
University of Vienna as full professor of chemistry. In 1932/33 he held the post of dean at the
University of Vienna and, in 1937/38, that of rector. Spith was a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1925 and a full member (f.m.) from 1926. From 1938 to 1945
he served as General Secretary of the Academy and from 1945 to 1946 he presided as the
Academy’s President.
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Othmar Spann (1 October 1878-8 July 1950)

Othmar Spann was born in Vienna; he studied philosophy, economics, and social studies at the
University of Vienna, and at the Universities of Zurich, Bern, and Tiibingen. He received his
doctorate in science of state in 1903 in Tiibingen. In 1907 he completed his habilitation at the
German Technical University in Brno. From 1908/09 to 1910 he headed the preparations for
the population census of 1910 at the Central Commission for Statistics in Vienna. In 1909 he
became an associate professor at Brno College of Technology. From 1911 to 1919 he was
employed there as a full professor of economics and statistics. From 1919 to 1938 Spann was
a full professor of economics and sociology at the University of Vienna. Immediately after the
“Anschluss” Spann, who was a theoretician for the authoritarian Stindestaar [Corporate State],
was dismissed, arrested, and imprisoned for four months in Munich. After this, he moved back
to his home in Neustift in Burgenland. In 1945 Spann’s post was not reactivated; he was given
leave and, in 1949, was pensioned off. Spann was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of
the Academy in 1933.

Hans Sperl (13 November 1861-3 March 1959)

Hans Sperl was born in Weyer/Upper Austria and studied law at the University of Graz. He
received his doctorate in 1884 and finished his habilitation in 1895. In 1899 he became an
associate professor in Graz and accepted an appointment in 1900 as full professor of law and
governmental sciences at the University of Vienna. He remained there until his retirement in
1933 but resumed teaching during World War II. In 1903/04, 1913/14, and 1923/24 he held
the post of dean at the University of Vienna and, in 1924/25, that of rector. Spetl also taught
at the Austrian Consular Academy. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the
Nazi Party and in the same year was finally pensioned off. He was an honorary member of the
Academy from 1942. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of
April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948
registry of members.

Heinrich Stbik (10 November 1878-16 February 1951)

Heinrich Srbik was from Vienna, where he studied history. He received his doctorate in 1902
and became a research fellow at the Commission for Modern Austrian History. In 1907 he
completed his habilitation in Austrian history in Vienna, and in 1910 his teaching credentials
were expanded to include general history. In 1912 he became an associate professor of general
history at the University of Graz. In 1917 he accepted a full professorship of modern history
and economic history. In 1922 Srbik became a full professor of history at the University of
Vienna. From 1929 to 1930, he was Minister of Education in the third cabinet of Schober.
Returning to the University, Srbik served as dean in 1932/33. In April 1938 he was elected
President of the Academy and in the same month was named a member of the Greater German
Reichstag. In 1945 Srbik was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party and, in the
same year, was dismissed from the University of Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1948 he
was permanently pensioned off by the University of Vienna. Srbik was a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1919 and a full member (f.m.) from 1923. Between 1933
and 1938 he held the post of Secretary of the Academy and, from 1938 to 1945, he was the
Academy’s President. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of
April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948
registry of members.

Adolf Staffe (2 November 1888—9 March 1958)
Adolf Staffe was born in Klantendorf (Kujavy)/Moravia; he studied animal husbandry at the
College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna, receiving his doctorate in 1913. He
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first worked as a farming supervisor on a number of properties and was also politically active.
In 1920 Staffe completed his habilitation at the College of Natural Resources and Life Sci-
ences, where in 1928 he became an associate professor. In 1932 he was conferred the title of
full professor and in 1938 became a full professor of animal husbandry and dairy farming.
From 1941 to 1944 he served as rector of the College of Natural Resources and Life Sciences.
In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was released from
his post. He took a position first at the Agricultural College in Zurich and, in 1951, went to
Bogotd/Columbia. Staffe was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1941. In
1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his
membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Eugen Steinach (27 January 1861-14 May 1944)

Eugen Steinach was born in Hohenems/Vorarlberg; he initially studied chemistry and zoology
at the University of Geneva and later medicine at the Universities of Vienna and Innsbruck. He
received his doctorate in 1886 from the University of Innsbruck. From 1886 to 1888 he was
an assistant in the Department for Physiology in Innsbruck, and then at the German Univer-
sity in Prague, where he completed his habilitation in 1890. He became an associate professor
there in 1895 and, in 1906, a full professor and the first chairman of his newly founded Labo-
ratory for General and Comparative Physiology. In 1912 he established the Department of
Physiology at the Institute for Experimental Biology (BVA) in Vienna, which he directed until
1932. In 1919 Steinach was appointed full professor of physiology at the University of Vienna.
He retired in 1932. After the “Anschluss” Steinach was persecuted on “racial” grounds. In 1938
he did not return to Vienna again from a lecture series in Switzerland.

Harold Steinacker (26 May 1875-29 January 1965)

Harold Steinacker was born in Budapest; he studied ancient history and classical philology at
the University of Vienna, and also completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian
Historical Research. He received his doctorate in 1898, whereupon he began to study law. He
completed his habilitation in 1905 at the University of Vienna and in 1909 became an associ-
ate professor at the University of Innsbruck. In 1917 Steinacker accepted an appointment as
full professor of historical auxiliary sciences in the German University in Prague. He returned
in 1918 to Innsbruck where he had been appointed full professor of medieval history and his-
torical auxiliary sciences. In 1924/25 he held the post of dean at the University of Innsbruck
and, from 1938 to 1942, that of rector. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an illegal Nazi.
In 1946, following a negative ruling by the denazification committee, he was dismissed from
his teaching post. The Academy elected Steinacker as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in
1932. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permit-
ted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.
In 1964 he was elected an honorary member.

Walter Steinhauser (7 February 1885-3 August 1980)

Walter Steinhauser was born in Vienna, where he studied German language and literature. In
1934 he was appointed associate professor and, from 1935 to 1945, was a full professor of
Germanic language history and archeology at the University of Vienna. In 1945 he was subject
to registration as an illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was dismissed from the University of
Vienna and banned from teaching. In 1947 he was permanently pensioned off by the Univer-
sity of Vienna. His chair was abolished. Steinhauser was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of
the Academy from 1940. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of
April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948
registry of members.


http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/husbandry.html
http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/dairy.html
http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/farming.html

244 Silke Fengler

Artur Steinwenter (17 May 1888—15 March 1959)

Artur Steinwenter was born in Marburg (Maribor)/Lower Styria (Slovenia) and studied law at
the University of Graz. In 1914 he completed his habilitation, becoming an associate professor
in Graz in 1918 and in 1926 was appointed full professor of Roman law. In 1930/31, 1947/48,
and 1949/50 he held the post of dean at the University of Graz. In 1945 he was subject to
registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In 1946, following a positive ruling by the denazi-
fication committee, he was allowed to continue teaching. In 1958 he went into retirement. He
was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1935 and an ordinary member
(0.m.) from 1943. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April
1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry
of members.

Georg Stetter (23 December 1895-14 July 1988)
Georg Stetter was born in Vienna, where he began his studies in mechanical and electrical
engineering at the Vienna College of Technology. After World War I he continued his studies
at the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1922 and became an assistant at the
Department of Physics II. In 1928 he completed his habilitation at University of Vienna, was
conferred the title of professor in 1934, and in 1939 became a full professor and head of the
Department of Physics II. In 1943 he took over the directorship of the newly established Four-
Year Plan Institute for Neutron Research in Vienna. In 1945 he was subject to registration as
an illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was dismissed from the University of Vienna. In 1953 he
was again appointed full professor and head of the Department of Physics I. He was a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1940. In 1945 his membership was held in
abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his
name appears again in the 1948 registry of members. In 1962 he was elected a full member

(f.m.).

Otto Stolz (31 March 1881—4 November 1957)

Otto Stolz was from Innsbruck, where he studied geography and history and also completed
the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research in Vienna. He received his
doctorate in 1905 and completed his habilitation in 1912 while working as an archivist in
Innsbruck. In 1923 he was conferred the title of associate professor and in 1926 became a full
professor of history and archival sciences the University of Innsbruck. He was concurrently also
the head of the Statthaltereiarchiv [Archives of the Governor’s Office] (1932-1946) in Inns-
bruck. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. In 1946, following
a positive ruling by the denazification committee, he was allowed to continue teaching. He was
a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1935. In 1945 his membership was
held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated;
his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Franz Eduard Suess (7 October 1867-25 January 1941)
Franz Eduard Suess was from Vienna, where he studied natural sciences, majoring in geology.
He received his doctorate in 1891 and then worked as an assistant in the Department of Min-
eralogy and Geology at the German Polytechnic Institute in Prague. From 1893 to 1908 he
worked at the Imperial Geological Institute in Vienna. In 1898 he completed his habilitation
at the University of Vienna, in 1905 he was conferred the title of associate professor, and in
1908 he became associate professor at the University of Vienna. In 1911 he accepted an
appointment as full professor of mineralogy and geology at the German Polytechnic Institute
in Prague but moved the same year to the University of Vienna, where he worked as a full
professor of geology until his retirement in 1936. In 1923/24 Suess held the post of dean. After
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the “Anschluss” he was persecuted on “racial” grounds, being classified a ““Mischling’ of the
second degree.” Suess was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1911 and a
full member (f.m.) from 1915. He was excluded from the Academy on 2 December 1939.

Leopold Svajda (8 October 1896 — August 1976)

Leopold Svajda was born in Vienna, where he studied law at the University. From 1920 he
worked at the Ministry of Finance, first in the chancellery, from 1925 in the planning and bill-
ing department, and finally as deputy head of the chancellery. He was the head of the chancel-
lery from 1934 undil the dissolution of the Ministry of Finance in 1940. He then took on a
position at the Academy. In 1941 he was appointed tax commissioner and seconded to the
Registrar of academic institutions of higher education in Vienna, where he was transferred to
Section P of the Oberfinanzprisidium [Higher Revenue Office]. From 1942 he was effectively
the only person responsible for the Academy’s accounting office and in 1946 he took over this
position officially. In 1945 Svajda received the title Am#ssekretir and in 1955 that of Wirklicher
Amtsrat. He retired in 1961.

Hermann Tertsch (19 February 1880-14 December 1962)

Hermann Tertsch was from Alt-Petrain (Stary Petrini)/Moravia; he studied natural sciences at
the University of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1903 and after completing his teaching
certificate he worked as a high school teacher until 1920. He completed his habilitation at the
University of Vienna in 1910, where he taught from 1921 to 1933. In 1922 he was conferred
the title associate professor. In 1943/44 he stood in temporarily as chair of the Department of
Mineralogy at the University of Vienna. In 1945 Tertsch was subject to registration as a mem-
ber of the Nazi Party. He was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1931. In
1945 his membership was Held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his
membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Karl Terzaghi (2 October 1883-25 October 1963)

Karl Terzaghi was born in Prague; he studied mechanical and civil engineering and geology at
Graz College of Technology, where he received his doctorate in 1912. He then worked as an
engineer in Austria and abroad before taking a professorship at the Engineering College in
Istanbul in 1916. In 1919 he continued his career at Robert College in Istanbul and from 1925
was a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the United States. From 1929
to 1938 he taught hydraulic engineering at the Vienna College of Technology. Terzaghi was an
opponent of Nazism and emigrated to the United States in 1938. He then taught at Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass., where he retired in 1953. Terzagi was a corresponding mem-
ber (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1932 and a full member (f.m.) from 1937. In 1945 his
membership was re-designated as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.).

Rudolf Thiel (2 March 1902-2 June 1972)

Rudolf Thiel went to elementary school in Vienna and was apprenticed as a bookbinder,
although he did not finish the trade examinations. From 1922 he worked as a clerk or assistant
in various firms, including Brown-Boveri in Vienna. In between were periods of unemploy-
ment, sometimes lasting several years (for example, 1932-38). In 1940 he replaced Ferdinand
Weiss, who had been drafted, at the Academy, where he worked as an assistant until his own
conscription in 1942. After the war, Thiel returned to Vienna and took over supervision of the
Academy’s library and its publication archive. He retired in 1967.
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Karl Toldt (7 January 1875-25 January 1961)

Karl Toldt was from Vienna, where he studied zoology and chemistry. He received his doctor-
ate in 1899 and then became a academic with civil servant status at the Imperial and Royal
(k.k.) Court Museum of Natural History. In 1923 he became deputy director of the Museum’s
zoology department. After retiring in 1925, he moved to Innsbruck, where he took over as
academic director of the zoological collection of the Ferdinandeum Museum, an honorary
post. In 1945 Toldt was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party; in 1946, follow-
ing a positive ruling by the denazification committee, he was allowed to remain in his post.
Toldt was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1942. In 1945 his member-
ship was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Erich Tschermak-Seysenegg (15 November 1871-11 October 1962)

Erich Tschermak-Seysenegg was born in Vienna; he studied agricultural sciences at the College
of Natural Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna and at the University of Halle, and biology
at the University of Vienna. In 1896 he received his doctorate in Halle. After finishing his
habilitation in 1900 he was conferred the title of associate professor at the College of Natural
Resources and Life Sciences in Vienna in the year 1903. In 1906 he was appointed associate
professor. At the same time, he took over the directorship of the newly founded Department of
Plant Breeding. He was appointed full professor of plant breeding in 1909 and in the following
years he established numerous research laboratories in Moravia, Bohemia (Czech Republic),
Western Hungary, and Lower Austria. He worked as a full professor at the College of Natural
Resources and Life Sciences undil his retirement in 1941. The Academy elected him as a cor-
responding member (c.m.i.) in 1926 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1930.

Hans Voltelini (31 July 1862-25 June 1938)

Hans Voltelini was from Innsbruck. He studied history at the Universities of Innsbruck and
Vienna and completed the training course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. He
received a Ph.D. in history in 1887, whereupon he studied law at the University of Vienna,
receiving a doctorate in 1892 and completing his habilitation in 1899. In 1900 he was
appointed associate professor at the University of Innsbruck and, in 1902, full professor. In
1908 he returned to the University of Vienna as a full professor of German law and Austrian
imperial history, remaining in this position until his retirement in 1934. Voltelini was a corre-
sponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1903 and a full member (f.m.) from 1909.

Adam Wandruszka (6 August 1914-9 July 1997)

Adam Wandruszka was born in Lemberg (Lwiw)/Galicia (Ukraine); he studied history, art his-
tory, and German language and literature at the University of Vienna and completed the train-
ing course at the Institute for Austrian Historical Research. He received his doctorate in 1936.
In World War II he served in the Wehrmacht [armed forces] and was held as a prisoner of war
by the U.S. forces. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party. From
1949 to 1958 he worked as a journalist at the Austrian daily Die Presse. He completed his
habilitation in 1955 at the University of Vienna. In 1959 he accepted an appointment as full
professor of medieval and modern history at the University of Cologne. In 1963/64 he served
as dean. From 1969 to 1984 he was a full professor of Austrian history at the University of
Vienna. Wandruszka was a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1969 and a
full member (f.m.) from 1970.
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Friedrich Weber (22 May 188628 October 1960)
Friedrich Weber was born in Salzburg; he studied natural sciences at the University of Vienna,
majoring in botany. He completed his habilitation in 1918 at the University of Graz, where he
became an associate professor in 1929. In 1936 he was appointed full professor of plant anat-
omy and physiology in Graz; he remained in this post until his retirement in 1957. The Acad-
emy elected him as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1935 and as a full member (f.m.) in

1955.

Hermann Weber (27 November 1899-18 November 1956)
Hermann Weber was from Bretten/Baden (Germany); he studied natural sciences and physics
at Stuttgart College of Technology and at the University of Tiibingen. He received his doctorate
in 1922 and became a lecturer at the University of Bonn in 1928. From 1930 to 1935 he was
an associate professor at Danzig (Gdansk) College of Technology. In 1935/36 he stood in for
the chair of Forest Zoology in Freiburg im Breisgau. From 1936 to 1939 he worked as a full
professor of zoology and comparative anatomy at the University of Miinster. He then worked
from 1940 to 1941 as a professor at the University of Vienna and, from 1941 to 1944, as a full
professor of zoology at the Reich University of Straflburg (Strasbourg). In 1945 he was retired
from the University of Vienna and banned from teaching. From 1951 to 1956 Weber was a full
professor and head of the Department of Zoology at the University of Tiibingen. He was
elected as an ordinary member (0.m.) of the Academy in 1940; in 1945 his membership was
re-designated as corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.).

Albert Weiser (17 May 1909 — April 1995)

Albert Weiser was born in Vienna. After elementary school, he completed three years at the
Technical School for Precision Engineering, completing his trade exams as a technician in
1929. From 1932 to 1934 he attended further training courses at the Technical College for
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering in Vienna. In 1935, as successor to his father Albert
Weiser and on a temporary contract, he became an official staff member at the Institute for
Experimental Biology (BVA), where he had worked since 1932. Weiser continued to work
there from 1935 to 1946 as a laboratory technician; he was released from his post by the Acad-
emy in 1945. He then worked as a state employee at the Chemical Laboratory II of the Uni-
versity of Vienna as a laboratory technician.

Ferdinand Weiss (15 January 1905 — January 1996)

Ferdinand Weiss was from Médling/Lower Austria. After attending a trade school, he became
an apprentice as a shoemaker, receiving a journeyman’s certificate in 1922. Between 1922 and
1939 he worked, with interruptions, as a horsehair sorter in various Viennese firms. In 1939
Weiss was employed by the Academy as an errand boy and attendant. In 1942 Weiss gained
civil servant status. Held as a prisoner of war by the U.S. forces, after returning in May 1945
he again took up his post in the publication archive. In 1960 Weiss was named head supervisor.
He retired in 1969. In the same year he was honored with the Silver Medal for Services to the
Republic of Austria.

Leopold Wenger (4 September 187421 September 1953)
Leopold Wenger was born in Obervellach/Carinthia; he studied law at the Universities of Graz
and Leipzig. He received his doctorate in 1897 at the University of Graz and completed his
habilitation in 1901. In 1902 he became an associate professor. From 1904 he taught at the
Universities of Vienna (1904), Graz (1905-8), Heidelberg (1908/09), and Munich (1909-34).
In Munich he founded the Department of Papyrology and Ancient Law History. He also
served there in 1924/25 as rector. In between, in 1926/27, he also held a full professorship in
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Vienna. In 1935 he accepted an appointment as full professor of Roman law and ancient law
history at the University of Vienna. He retired in 1938. Wenger was a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1926 and a full member (f.m.) from 1935.

Josef Weninger (15 May 188628 March 1959)

Josef Weninger was born in Salzburg; he initially studied civil engineering at the Vienna Col-
lege of Technology before studying archeology, folklore and ethnology, anthropology, and
geography at the University of Vienna. From 1918 to 1927 he worked at the State Historic
Monuments Office as a monument conservationist and secretary. In 1926 he completed his
habilitation at the University of Vienna, becoming associate professor and head of the Vienna
Anthropological Institute in 1927. From 1934 to 1938 he headed the Institute as full professor.
Weninger was relived of his professorship after the “Anschluss” because his wife was Jewish.
Thanks to the influential dean and SS-member Viktor Christian, who had helped Weninger to
advance, he was given a job at the Academy during the Nazi era, where he analyzed anthropo-
logical samples collected from prisoner-of-war camps by his teacher Rudolf Péch. In 1945
Weninger was returned to his post, from which he retired in 1955. Weninger was a correspond-
ing member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1937. He was excluded from the Academy on 3 May
1939. In 1945 he was elected a full member (f.m.).

Otto Wettstein-Westersheimb (7 August 1892-10 July 1967)

Otto Wettstein-Westersheimb was born in Vienna, where he studied zoology at the University.
He received his doctorate in 1915, working from the same year at the Imperial and Royal
(k.k.) Court Museum of Natural History, and from 1918 to 1945 as curator of the reptile
department at the Museum of Natural History. In 1945 he was subject to registration as an
illegal Nazi and, in the same year, was pensioned off. He continued to teach and carry out
research as an independent scholar. In 1954 he was conferred the title associate professor. He
was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in 1940. In 1945 his member-
ship was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April 1948 permitted his membership to be
reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry of members.

Friedrich Wild (11 November 18885 April 1966)

Friedrich Wild was from Vienna, where he studied German, English, and Romance languages
and literature. He received his doctorate in 1913. After completing his teaching certificate in
1912, he worked as a high school teacher. He completed his habilitation in 1918 at the Uni-
versity of Vienna, was conferred the title of associate professor in 1927 and full professor in
1931. In 1935 he became a full professor of English philology at the University of Vienna. In
1945 he was subject to registration as a member of the Nazi Party; in the same year he was
dismissed from the University of Vienna and, in 1948, permanently pensioned off. From 1949
Wild took on teaching assignments and in 1955 returned as a full professor of English and
American language and literature at the University of Vienna. He retired in 1960. The Acad-
emy elected him as a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1937 and as an ordinary member
(0o.m.) in 1938. In 1945 his membership was held in abeyance. The Amnesty Law of April
1948 permitted his membership to be reinstated; his name appears again in the 1948 registry
of members.

Richard Willstitter (13 August 1872—3 August 1942)
Richard Willstitter was born in Karlsruhe; he studied natural sciences at the University of
Munich. He received his doctorate in 1894, completed his habilitation in 1896, and became
an associate professor and chairman of the Department of Organic Chemistry at the Institute
of Chemistry at the University of Munich in 1902. In 1905 he accepted an appointment as full
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professor of general chemistry at Zurich Institute of Technology. From 1912 to 1916 he headed
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Chemistry in Berlin-Dahlem, after which he was appointed
professor of chemistry at the University of Munich in 1916. In 1915 he was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry. In 1924 he resigned from his position as professor in protest at the growing
anti-Semitism, whereupon he worked as an industrial chemist. From 1933 Willstitter was
persecuted on “racial” grounds. In 1939 he emigrated to Switzerland, where he worked as an
industrial chemist. He was elected a corresponding member abroad (c.m.a.) of the Academy in
1920. He was excluded from the Academy on 28 January 1939.

Moriz Wlassak (20 August 1854-24 April 1939)
Moriz Wlassak was from Briinn (Brno)/Moravia (Czech Republic); he studied law at the Uni-
versity of Vienna. He received his doctorate in 1877 and, following his habilitation (1879),
taught at the Universities of Czernowitz (1879), Graz (1882), Breslau (Wroctaw) (1884), and
Straflburg (Strasbourg) (1895). He held the post of professor of Roman law at the University
of Vienna from 1900 to 1926. The Academy elected Wlassak as a corresponding member
(c.m.i.) in 1909 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1914.

Karl Wolf (13 November 1886-10 January 1950)

Karl Wolf was born in Bielitz (Bielsko)/Austrian Silesia (Czech Republic); he studied to be a
teacher of physics and mathematics at the University of Vienna. In 1909 he received a teaching
certificate and in 1910 finished his Ph.D. In 1911 he became an assistant at the Department
for Pure Mechanics at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1915 he completed his habilita-
tion. In 1922 he became an associate professor and was appointed head of the Department of
Mechanics and Graphic Statics at the Vienna College of Technology. In 1924 he was appointed
full professor of mechanics. He was dismissed from his position at the Institute in 1938 on
political grounds. In 1945 his professorship was reinstated and he stayed in this position until
his death. In 1948 he became President of the Urania Adult Education Center in Vienna. In
1945 he was dean at the Vienna College of Technology and, in 1946/47, its rector. Wolf was a
corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy from 1946.

Richard Wolfram (16 September 1901-30 May 1995)

Richard Wolfram was born in Vienna, where he studied German and Scandinavian language
and literature, art history, and English. He received his doctorate in 1926. Finishing his habil-
itation in 1936, in 1939 he was appointed associate professor and first chair for Germanic-
German Folklore at the University of Vienna. From 1938 to 1945 Wolfram was head of the
Lehr- und Forschungsstiitte for germanisch-deutsche Volkskunde [ Teaching and Research Institute
for Germanic-German Folklore] at the Auflenstelle Siid-Ost [South-East Branch] of the SS
Ahnenerbe” [Ancestral Heritage] research organization in Vienna and Salzburg. He was also a
member of a commission that recorded the cultural heritage of the South Tyrolean German-
speaking population before their resettlement. In 1945 he was subject to registration as a mem-
ber of the Nazi Party; in the same year he was dismissed from his post at the University of
Vienna and banned from teaching. The Institute was dissolved. In 1954 his teaching creden-
tials were reinstated. In 1959 Wolfram again became an associate professor and in 1963 was
appointed full professor of Austrian and comparative European Folklore. He founded the
Department of Folklore at the University of Vienna and served as its head from 1961. Wolfram
retired in 1972. The Academy elected him a corresponding member (c.m.i.) in 1968 and as a
full member (f.m.) in 1971.


http://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/Silesia.html

250 Silke Fengler

Konrad Zwierzina (29 March 1864-20 March 1941)

Konrad Zwierzina was born in Vienna, where he studied German language and literature, clas-
sical philology, and philosophy. He received his doctorate in 1886 and completed his habilita-
tion in 1897, whereupon he became a lecturer at the University of Graz. In 1899 he took over
a position as full professor of German philology at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland.
In 1906 he moved to the University of Innsbruck, and finally returned to the University of
Graz in 1912, where he worked until his retirement in 1934. In 1930/31 he was rector of the
University of Graz. Zwierzina was elected a corresponding member (c.m.i.) of the Academy in
1917 and as a full member (f.m.) in 1925.
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Abbreviations

Archiv der Republik / Archive of the Republic (Dept. of OStA)

Archiv der Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Wien / Austrian
Academy of Sciences Archives, Vienna

Bundesarchiv Berlin-Lichterfelde / Federal Archives, Berlin-Lichterfelde

Berlin Document Center

Bundesgesetzblatt / Federal Law Gazette

Biologische Versuchsanstalt (der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien) / Insti-
tute for Experimental Biology (of the Academy of Sciences in Vienna)
corresponding member in Austria

corresponding member abroad

Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft / German Research Foundation

full member

Internationale Assoziation der Akademien / International Association

of Academies

Institut fiir Osterreichische Geschichtsforschung / Institute for Austrian Histori-
cal Research

Kronen / Austro-Hungarian krone

kaiserlich-koniglich / Imperial and Royal (referring to authorities and state insti-
tutions of the western/Cisleithanian part of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy)
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter-Partei / National Socialist German
Workers' Party (Nazi Party)

Nationalsozialistisches Kraftfahrerkorps / National Socialist Motor Corps
Nationalsozialistisches Fliegerkorps / National Socialist Flyers Corps

ordinary member

Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften / Austrian Academy of Sciences
Osterreichisches Biographisches Lexikon / Austrian Biographical Dictionary
Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek / Austrian National Library
Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv / Austrian State Archives

Osterreichischer Schilling / Austrian schilling

Personalakte / personnel file

Parteigenosse / member of the NSDAP

Reichsmark / Reich’s mark

Reichsgesetzblatt / Reich Law Gazette

Stidostdeutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft / Southeast German Research Council
Sturmabteilung / Storm Detachment (original paramilitary wing of the Nazi
Party)

Schutzstaffel / Protection Squadron (paramilitary organization of the Nazi Party)
Societas Verbi Divini / Society of the Divine Word (Divine Word Missionaries)
Union Académique Internationale / International Union of Academies

Archiv der Universitit Wien / Vienna University Archive
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